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the  Buhof  Bedford.     Lord  Bute's  Maza^ 
rinade.     Intended  Motion  on  the  Seizure  of 
Papers.     The  Club  called  the  Coterie  formed. 
Oppofttion  divided.    Lord  Temples  Declara- 
tion  to  the  buke  of  Newcajlle.     The  Duke  of 
,  Cumberland  s  Negotiation  with  Lord  Temple. 
Terms  offered  by  Lord  Temple^     LordNorth- 
nmberland  propofed^  rejeSted.     The  Duke  of 
Cumberland    viftts    Mr.    Pitt.      Remarks. 
Certainty  of  Lord  Bute's  fecret  Influence. 
Lord  Temple  and  Mr.  Grenville  reconciled. 
Lord  Lyttelton  applied  to.     Lord  Holland's 
Advice  to  the  Duke  cf  Cumberland.    Minifters 
refiored:  they  difmifs  Mr.  Stuart  Mackenzie, 
arid  others.     The  King  fends  for  Lord  Tem- 
ple and  Mr.  Pitt.     They  refufe  to  acceptHhe 
Terms  offered  by  the  King.    The  Rockingham 
Adminiftration  formed:    they  ought  to  have 
difolved  the  Parliament.     Particulars  of  the 
Meeting  at  Lord  Eglintouns.     Lord  Temple 
iinwfed  by   another  Negotiation.      Remarks. 
Duel  prevented  between  Lord  Temple  and 

Lord 
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-  Lord  Talbot,  Lord  Chatham  /educed:  con^ 
fcjes  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  that  he  had  been 
duped.      Lord  temple  and  Lord  Chatham^ 

:  reconciled.  Lord  Temple  refufes  the  Offer 
of  being  made  Lord  Privy  Seal; 

,,j4  HE^  vigorous  oppofition  that  was  made 
to, the  meafurcs  of  the  Earl  of  Bute,  during 
that  noble  Lord's   adminiftration,  and  fome 
years  afterwards,  was  confiderably  animated 
by  the  fpirit  and  zeal  of  Lc  ^  Temple.     So 
true  it  is,  that  in  all  great  points  of  public 
intereft,   where   the  union  of  individuals  is 
necefTary,  there  muft  be,  if  not  a  leader,  at 
leaft  a  perfon  of  weight  fufFicient,  not  only 
to  form  the  union,  but  to  give  energy  to  its 
meafures.     In  this  inftaoce.  Lord  Temple  was 
t!4at  perfon.     Perhaps  it  would  be  ftriary  cor- 
rea,  to  ftyle  him  the  leader  of  the  oppa- 
fition. 


.  The  perfons  who  compofed  this  oppofition 
were  of  the  firft  rank,  family,  and  fortune  in 
the  kingdom.  They  were  zealoufly  attached 
to  the  qonftitution,  as  it  was  eftablifhed  at 
the  revolution,    and  to   the  family  on  the 

^  ^  throne. 
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throne,     there  has  not  been,   fmce  the' ac- 
teffion  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  an  oppofi- 
tion  to  minifterial  tyranny  formed  upbn|)urer 
principles  of  public  happinefe  and   inte^eft. 
All  former  oppofrtions  were  ttrtdfeured  i;<rith 
Jacobitifm.     This  was  the  firft  againft  whom 
that  charge  could  not  be  ^bre^htj^-and  ihe 
ph^'bmenoti   is   increafedj'wh^  it   k  ob- 
Terved^  that  the  hotoriouis  friends,  of  the  hbufe 
of  Stuart,  and  the  defcendant«  t^f  thofe,  wh6, 
'iri  their  day,  had  beeh  the  n^orious  friends 
^f  the  fame  hbufe,  Snd  who^avowedly  ^o- 
f^effed  all  the  flavifh  printipfe^  and  dodrines 
of  the  Stuarts,  riow  pubHdy- filled  the  Court 
of  the  King,  md  feveral  bf  iihe  principal  de- 
partments  jn  the  ftate.    the  Earl  of  Bute  wafe 
omnipotent.     He  not  biiJy  dlfttiifled  XheptBt 
•minilters,  who  had  cbnduaedi  the  war  wjth 
-ttnestampled  vigour  an4  fueciefs,  bythe  turned 
out  every  friend  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  Who 
held  any  office  or  place  under  the   crown, 
.^hefe  circumftan<tes  were  fafficient  to  fulpedt 
-a  defign  in  the  prime  minifterto  renew  tbfe 
jneafures  of  the  fecond   Charles  and  Jamed. 
iHis  condua  created  hatred,  ^nd  hi6  princi:- 
pics  produced  alarm.  ;     ...  ,  :^ 
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At  this  time  w<%  inculcated  that  unhappy 
leflbn,  "  That  the  more  unpopular  a  King's 
minifter  becomes,  the  more  firmly  he  ought 

to  be  fupported-T Kings  muft  never  recede.** 

If  ever  there  was  a  time,  when  this  doarine! 
was  more  pernicious  in  its  efFeds  than  ^t  an- 
other, it  was  at  this  time.  Ample  experience 
has  convinced  every  perfon,  of  the  lofles 
difgraces,  and  miferies,  which  are  to  be  af- 
cribed  to  this  fource. 


The  principal,  and  almoft  only  faa,  urged 
in  his  behalf,  was,  that  he  was  the  Favourite 
pf  the  King.  Tljofe  who  made  this  apology 
were  exceedingly  indifcreet.  Royal  favourites 
have  always  been  odious  in  aM  countries. 
Their  invariable  defign  conftantly  is,  to  re- 
duce the  people  to  a  ftate  of  infignificancy, 
in  order  that  they  may  eftablifli  their  owQ 
power  with  impunity^ 

A  few  weeks  after  he  had  driven  Lord 
Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt  from  their  offices,  he 
made  a  pointed  and  perfonal  attack  upoQ 
Lord  Temple,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  before 
any  fyftem  or  plan  of  oppofition  tp  him  had 
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been  formed,  or  probably  even  thought  of; 
for  they  refigned  in  the  month  of  Odober 
1761,  and  this  attack  was  made  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  month  of  November,  which   was  a 
confiderable  time  before  the  general  difmiffion 
and  profcription  of  the    Whigs   took  place. 
Lord   Bute   fought   the  firft  opportunity  to 
make  it.    He  faw  in  Lord  Temple,  that  rifmg 
fpirit  he  might  have  moft  caufe  to  dread.    He 
had  folicited  conciliation  with  his  Lordfhip 
about     ten     days     before,    and     had    failed. 
Warmed  wlthi  refentment,  and  flattered  with 
the  hope  of  obtaining  a  triumph  over  his  op- 
ponent,— upon  the  motion  for  the  papers  re- 
lative to  the  rupture  with  Spain,  Lord  Temple, 
after  recommending  unanimity  in  the  flrongeft 
terms,  begged  to  mak*  but  one  obfervation 
upon  all  that  had  been  faid  concerning  the 
family  compad,  which  was,  that  it  had  been 
figned  in  Auguft,  had  been  ratified  in  Sep- 
tember, and  the  written  advice  to  his  Majefty 
was  given  and  dated  on  the  eighteenth  of  that 
month.     Upon  which,    Lord   Bute   rofe   in 
great  heat,  and  gave  to  Lord  Temple  the  moft 
flat   and  unqualified   contradidion.     He  de- 
clared upon  J'/j-  hofiQur^  that  t'  ^re  was  m  in- 
'^  "  '  tellieence 


THE   LATE    EARL   TEMPL$.  ^7 

telligence  of  fuch  a  fad  fo  conftituteti,  at  that 
time.     Thefe  words  brought  up  Lord  Temple 
again;  who  likewife  declared  upon  his  honour 
that  th^rc  was  intelligence  of  the  higheft  mo- 
ment relative  to  thofe  matters  at  that  time; 
that  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  declare  it  pub- 
licly, but  would  refrejh  his  Lordfhip's  memory 
in  private:  and  then  beckoned  Lord  Bute  to 
follow  him  out  of  the  houfe;  who  did  :    and 
in  the  private  conference  between  them,  Lord 
Bute  admitted  that  he  recolleded  the  fads,  a$ 
they  had  been  fjated ;    but  when  he  returned 
into  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  he  did  not,  which, 
as  a  gentleman,  he  ought  to  have  done,  ftand 
up  in  his  place,  and  acknowledge  his  miftake. 
The  reader  will  not  think  it  improbable,  that 
Lord   Temple's   enmity   to  Lord   Bute  was 
embittered  by  this  circumftance.     Nor  will  it 
perhaps  be  improper  to   take  notice  of  an- 
other   circumftance,    which   was   indeed    of 
lefler  moment,  but  not  lefs  perfonally  infult- 
ing  to  the  feelings  of  Lord  Temple  and  Mr. 
Pitt.     On  the  lirft  court-day,  after  the  accef- 
fion  of  the  prefent  King,  and  while  the  late 
King  lay   dead  in  his  palace.  Lord  George 
Sackville  made  his  appearance  at  St  James's, 
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and  w^s  admitted  to  kifs  the  King's  hand. 
This  was  fuch  an  cKitrage  on  the  memory  of 
the  late  King,  and  on  the  honour  of  thofe 
fervants  who  had  the  condud:  of  the  war, 
that  they  were  perfeaiy  aftonifhed  at  it,  and 
made  inquiry  into  the  .caufe  of  it;  when,  to 
their  no  lefs  furprife,  they  found  that  Lord 
George  had  been  invited  to  court  by  the  Earl 
Of  Bute.  They  remonftrated  ftrongly  againft 
it;  and  Lord  George  did  not  appear  again  at 
St.  James's  during  Mr.  Pitt's  adminiftration. 

In  the  month    of  May   1762,  Lord  Bute 
having  advanced  himfelf  to  the  head  of  the 
Treafury,  and  difmiifed  many  of  the  princi. 
pal  Whigs  from  their  offices,  the  great  fami- 
lies were  convinced  of  the  dangerous  defigns 
of  the  Favourite,  and  embraced  the  recom- 
-mendations  of  Lord  Temple,  to  unite,  and  to 
form  a  powerful  oppofition  to  his  meafures  and 
cohdud.     In  order  to  prevent  this  union  be^ 
coming  eftabliflied,  to  an  extent  that  might 
he  fatal  tc    his  influence,  he  opened  all  the 
floodgates    of  corruption.     Sixteen   peerages 
were  created;  the   Lords  of  the  Bedchamber 
were  doubled ,  the  Grooms  of  tlie  Bedchamber 
■  *  were 
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lyere  doubled;    the  falaries  of  other  places 
were  doubled  ;    obfolete  places  were  revived; 
many  were  penrK)ned  out  of  offices,  to  make 
vacancies  for  others.     In  a  word,  the  whole 
power  and  patronage  of  the  crown  were  ex- 
erted to  the  utmoft  to  fupport  his  adminiftra- 
tion.     This  dominion,  great  and  abfolute  as 
it  was,  did  not  content  him.     He  was  con- 
fcious,  that  though  the  power  of  the  crown 
was  amply  fufficient  to  give  him  all  that  he 
wanted   in    parliament,    he   faw   there   was 
fomething  elfe  wanting.    This  was  the  favour 
of  the  people.     And  in  order  to  obtain  this, 
he  hired  a  confiderable  number   of  writers'; 
Smollett,  Murphy,  Mallett,  Shebbeare,  Ruff- 
head,    Cleland,    Guthrie,    and  many  more. 
On  the  day  that  he   mounted  the  Treafury 
fteps,  a  paper  called  tbe  Briton  made  its  ap- 
pearance in  his  favour,  written  by  Smollett; 
and  in  a  few  days  followed  another,  called  iJbl 
Auditor,  and  feveral  more.     In  thefe  papers, 
the  charaders  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Temple 
were  repeatedly  reviled,  in  terms  the  mod  op- 
probrious and  fcurrilous.     And  though  it  was 
not  probable,  that  fuch  writings  could  have 
much  effea  on  the  public  mind,  yet  it  muft 
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have  been  obferved  by  thofe  perfons  wha 
have  given  fome,  attention  to  this  literary 
fpecies  of  belligerent  operation,  that  an  im- 
prcfTion  may  be  made  by  numerous  and  con- 
ftant  efforts.  Add  to  this,  the  writers  in  be- 
half of  the  miniftry  have  always  a  great 
advantage  over  their  opponents;  they  can 
indulge  in  afferting  the  moll  infamous  falfe- 
hoods,  with  impunity* 

To  counteraa:  the  poifon  of  thefe  papers, 
a   gentleman    of  talents  and  erudition,  who 
was  a  warm  and   fmcere   admirer  of  Lord 
Temple's  patriotifm  and  virtues,  commenced 
another  paper ;  which  was  called  the  North 
Brit&Ti,      The   elegance  of  the  compofition, 
the  keenncfs  of  the  fatire,  and  the  brilliancy 
of  the  wit,  with  which  almoft  evQry  paper 
abounded,  very  foon  attradted  the  public  at- 
tention ;  and  fecured  to  the  paper  a  very  ex- 
tenfive   circulation.      Lord  Temple  was  not 
ignorant  of  his  friend^s  defign,  before  he  put 
it  in  execution  ;  and  certainly  approved  of  it. 
But  the  feverity  of  fome  of  the  national  re- 
fiedions  upon  the  Scots,  on  account  of  their 
attachment  to  Lord  Bute,  and  their  enmity 
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to  Mr.  Pitt,  did  not  meet  with  the  entire  ap- 
probation of  his  Lordfhip  ;  nofr  from  any  per- 
fonal  confiderations  of  his  own,  but  from  an 
apprehenfion  of  thereby  weakening  the  na- 
tional force.  However,  it  muft  always  be 
remembered,  that  in  the  language  of  a  tem- 
porary periodical  papcrj  the  bent  and  humour 
of  the  times  muft  be  confidered ;  and  to  give 
fuch  a  paper  pof)ularity  and  confequence,  facri- 
fices  muft  be  made  to  the  caprice  of  the  day. 
At  this  time,  a  great  part  of  the  Scots  were 
exceedingly  illiberal  to  the  Englifh  ;  and  a 
great  part  of  the  Englifh  were  no  lefs  offended 
with  the  Scots.  Lord  Bute  was  undoubtedly, 
by  his  partiality  to  his  countrymen,  the  pri- 
mary caufe  of  thefe  jealoufies. 


Lord  Temple  frequently  aflifted  his  friend 
in  the  produdion  of  thefe  papers ;  not  indeed 
with  his  pen,  but  with  his  information  and 
line  of  reafoning.  All  the  Whigs  highly  ap- 
proved of  thefe  papers ;  the  public  mind  was 
ftrongly  impreffed  by  them:  the  language 
and  argument  were  always  judicious,  and 
directed  to  the  objeds  of  the  moment :  while 
the  papers  of  Lord  ButeV  writers,  were  clum- 
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fily  put  together ;   were  difgufting  by  their  / 
fcurriJity,  and  contemptible  by  their  dulnefs. 

-  This  literary  affiftance  irom  Lord  Temple 
and  his  friends,  gave  additional  weight  to  his 
Lordfhip's  recommendation  of  a  union  ;  and 
the  meafure  was  completely  accomplifhed  in 
the  month  of  February  1763. 

.    To  give  a  fignal  to  the  nation  of  this  union, 
to  contradia:  the  aflertions  of  the  miniftcrial 
writers  that  the  perfons  in  oppofition  were  to- 
tally unconneaed,  and  to  infpire  the  public  , 
mind  with  the  hope  of  relief,  from  the  all- 
grafping  power  and  infolent  domination  of  a  Fa- 
vourite ;  the  principals  agreed  to  dine  together, 
oncea  week,  at  each  other's  houfes.  Thefirftdin- 
ner  was  at  Lord  Temple's  in  Pail-Mall,  about 
the  end  of  February  1763  ;  the  next  was  at 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle's,  in  March  following; 
others  fucceeded.     The  parties  were  chiefly 
the  Dukes  of  Bolton,  Devon,  Grafton,  New- 
caftle,  Portland  ;    Marquis   of   Rockingham  ; 
•Earls  of  Albemarle,  Afliburnham,  Befborough, 
Cornwallis,  Hardwicke,  Scarborough,  Spencer, 
Temple;    Lords  Abergavenny,  Dacre,.For- 
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r^rcod,  Grantham,  Soffldes,  Walpolc,  Villlers; 
Right  Hon.  W.  Pitt,  Sir  George  Savile,   c! 
Townfliend,  C.  Yorke,  James  Grenville,  &c. 
&c.     This  flag,  as  it  was  called  at  the  time, 
fbr  -thfe  names  were  conftatitly  given   every 
■week  in   the  '  nefwfp&pers,   wals  ^  teftimonial 
to  the  whole  couHtry,  that  the*e  was  an  op- 
.pofition  formed,   cbmpofed  of  many  of  the 
firft    perfonages-'iA'-the  kingdom.  ^  The  Fa- 
vourite  was  their  objed.      To   correa:  the 
mifchiefs  he  had  committed,  and  to  prevent 
the   continuance   of  his   power,   were    their 
avowed  defigns.     After  the  fecond  meeting 
of  the  party,  when  he  faw  the  meafure  likely 
to  be  purfued,  he  was  feized  with  timidity-: 
hQ  caufed  an  offer  to  be  made  to  Lord  Tem- 
ple And  Mr.  Pitt,  by 'Mr.  Ha^s  J^tanley;  tha't 
If  they  would  withdraw  rrom  the  Whigs,  he 
Vould  make  an  opening  for  thefA  to  return 
;to  adminiftration.     They  treated  the  propofai 
with  the  utmoft  indignation  ;  they  cbnfidered 
it  dn  infult  offered  to  their  integrity ;  and 
«efufed..it  with  a  firmnefs  that  was  worthy 
■of  imitation.     They  had  made  their  engage^ 
ments,  they  faid,  and  were  incapable  of  break- 
ing them. 

This 
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Tbh  .  ttcmpt  to  divide  his  opponents  in- 
dl/putably  ihews,  that  he  was  afraid  of  their 
united  ftrength,  and  that  whatever  other  rea- 
fims  he  might  have,  he  was,  from  this  moment, 
eiiftrraimng  thoughts  of  r?  firing  from  before 
the  curtain.     He  was  by  this  time,  alfo,  be- 
come afraid  of  other  adverfaries ;  who  were 
his  coadjutors  in   the  negotiation  of  peace. 
They  had  been  duped,  and  began  to  threaten 
him.     Therefore,  thus  finding  his  offers  re- 
jefted  by  his ///Mr  opponents,  he  made  offers 
to  his  private  enemies  ;  by  whom  they  were 
accepted.     This  was  the  true  caufe  of  that 
fudden  fucceffion  of  Mr.  Grenville,  and  the 
Lords  Halifax  and  Egremont,  to  the  unpre- 
cedented    copartncrihip    of    premier  ;     for 
when   Lord  Bute   refigned   iti   April    1763, 
it  was  immediately  fignified  to  all  the  foreign 
minifters,  by  authority,  «  That  his  Majefty 
had  been  pleafed  to  place  his  government  in 
the  hands   of   Mr.  Grenville,    the   Earls   of 
Halifax  and  Egremont ;  and  that  in  all  cafe^; 
of  importance,  they  were  not  to  ad  fepa- 
rately,   but  in   an  agreement  of  the  fJbree: 
And  to  them  all  applications  on  bufmefs  were 
to  be  dh   -ted."  This  is  the  firft  time  that  the 
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office  of  prime  minifter  was  put  into  com- 
miflion.  Lord  Bute,  inthemoftfolemn  manner, 
aflurcd  his  fucceirors,  that  he  renouuced  all 
pretenfions  to  public  bufinefs  hi  eery  (hapc 
whatever. 


During  tlie  arrangement  of  this  change  of 
ofteafible  minifters,  the  weekly  publication  of 
t]ie  North  Briton  was  fufpended,  from  April  a 
to  April  23.     When  the  new  miniftry  were 
declared  by  authority,  the  writer  of  that  paper 
attacked   them  with  great  afperity;    and  ia 
the  fame  paper  animadverted  on   the  King's 
fpeech,  which  had  been  delivered  a  few  days 
before  at  the  clofe  of  the  fefhon  of  Parliament. 
Thefe  animadverfions  provoked  the  court  ex^ 
ceedingly;   and  it  was  inftatuly  refolved  to 
take  advantage  of  this  pretended  infult  on  the 
King,  and  under  colour  of  that  pretence,  to 
exercife  the  extremeft  vengeance  on  all  parties 
concerned  in  the  Nortli  Briton.     Lord  Bute 
urged  his  fubftitutes  to  do  what  he  durft  not 
attempt  himfelf:  he  was  fmarting  under  the 
wounds  inflided  by  former  papers.    He  there, 
fore  eageriy  feized  this  firft  moment  to  gratify 
his  defire  of  revenge.     The  crown   lawyers 
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feconded  his  wifhes.  Prerogative  lawyers  are 
always  ready  to  denominate  any  political 
paper  a  libel.  But  the  better  opinion  is  that 
this  was  a  conftitutional  paper  :  the  King  was 
treated  with  the  greateft  perfonal  refped,  his 
xninifters  only  were  condemned. 

-  A  little  time  afterwards,  Lord  Temple 
wrote,  or,  perhaps  it  will  be  correctly  ftating, 
that  his  Lordihip  didated  to  an  amanuenfiSj 
a  fair  and  conftitutional  defence  of  this  paper 
of  the  North  Briton.  A  few  copies  only  of 
this  defence  were  printed ;  it  was  not  pub- 
liflied.  The  following  extradls  are  taken 
from  one  of  the  copies  ; 

"  Every  one  does  not  know  exactly  the 
principles  of  the  conftitution,  by  which  we 
are  to  judge  with  what  degree  of  authority 
a  fpeech  from  the  throne  is  ftamped,  whether 
it  is  to  be  confidered  as  perfonal  to  the  King, 
or  afcribei  to  the  minifters ;  and  how  far  it 
is  facred  above  any  other  ad  of  adminiftra- 
tion  whatever,  and  exempt  from  the  freedom 
of  difcuffion  with  which  all  minifterial  tranf- 
adions  may  be  treated.     The  rights  of  Ma- 

jefty 
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jefty  are   venerable;    and   no   good   fubjea 
would  wifh  to  offend  againft  that  perfonal 
refped  that  is  due  to  the  Sovereign.     It  was 
therefore  very  artful  to  raife  a  cry  againft  the 
alleged  author  of  the  North  Briton,  that  he 
had  affronted  the  King,  and  to  proclaim  aloud, 
that  whoever  countenanced  him,  or  avowed 
what  he  advanced,   was  a  partaker  of  his  of- 
fence.    Perhaps  fome  were  ftunned  with  this 
at  firft :    duty  to  his  Majefty  might  be  too 
ftrong  for  the  rights  of  liberty,  and  fear  of 
being  difrefpedlful  to  the  King  might  filence 
the  claims  of  truth.     But  when  people  reco- 
vered from  the  firft  furprife,  and  examined 
the  affair  coolly,  it  was  impoffible  not  to  fee 
through   the  minifterial  artifice.      There  are 
of  thofe,  who  will  have  no  fuperiors  in  loyalty, 
and  canuot  be  exceeded  by  any  in  perfonal 
refpea*,  duty,  and  affedion  to  the  King,  and 
yet  will  not  eafily  yield  the  freedom  of  exa- 
mining what   minifters    are   pleafed   to   put 
into  the  fpeeches  they  make  for  the  throne. 
Nor  will  they  join  in  a  cry  againft  any  man, 
were  he  ever  fo  culpable  in  other  refpeds', 
as^  affronting  the  King,  for  doing  what  they 
thmk  is  the  privilege  of  every  fubjed  to  do 
Vox.  IL  ^     G  That 
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That  is  wounding  the  conftitution,  under 
pretence  of  regard  to  royalty.  The  refpe^t 
due  to  his  Majefty,  in  that  matter,  is  to  dif- 
tinguifh  him  from  the  Minifters;  to  excul- 
pate the  King,  as  the  conftitution  does,  from 
any  wrong;  and  to  lay  the  fault,  if  there  is 
one,  upon  the  Minixlers,  whofe,  moft  indif- 
putably,  it  is. 

"  It  is  a  queftion  of  too  much  magnitude 
to  be  confounded  with  any  thing  elfe,  what 
liberty  the  conftitution  allows  to  be  taken 
with  the  King's  fpeech;  and  therefore  it 
ought  to  be  confidered  by  itfelf:  but  the 
ftrongeft  prejudices  cannot  carry  any  man, 
who  will  ufe  his  own  eyes  and  underftand- 
ing,  to  believe  that  the  author  of  the  Nortb 
Briton,  number  forty-five,  meant  an  infult  to 
the  King.  All  he  has  faid,  is  levelled  againft 
the  minifters,  and  he  exprefles,  in  a  variety 
of  fentences,  the  utmoft  refpedt  for  his  So- 
vereign; a  heart-felt  duty  and  affedion  to 
his  perfon;  a  high  veneration  for  his  quali- 
ties; and  an  undifTembled  attachment  to  his 
royal  houfe,  and  the  fucceflion  to  the  crown 
in  the  Proteftant  line. 

3  "The 
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"  The  author  has   waged   perpetual  war 
with  Toryifm  and  difaffeaion.     Nothing  has 
been  more  complained  of  in  the  whole  courfe 
of  the  paper,  than  that,  ever  fince  the  Fa^ 
vouritc\  influence  became  predominant,  thd 
ftaunch,    known,    and  tried  friends  of  this 
royal. family,  have  been  deprefTed;    and  the 
avowed  enemies  of  it  unreafonably  elevated. 
It  is  not  reafonable  to  think  that  fuch  a  writer 
fhould  mean  to  give  a  perfonal  affront  to  the 
Kmg.    But  nothing  can  be  further  from  every 
exprefllon  in  the  paper,  about  which  fo  much 
noife  has  been  made.     It  is  impoffible  to  tor- 
ture it  into  an  infult  to  Majefty,    unlefs  the 
word   Minifter  is  the  fame  with  the  word 
King;  and  unlefs  the  ftrongeft  expreffions  of 
regard    for  the  Prince  upon  the  throne  are 
not  only  to  have  no  meaning  at  all  allowed 
them,  but  are  even  to  be  interpreted  into  in- 
vedives  againft  the  Sovereign,  whofe  applauf. 
they  found. 


ic 


^   ^J^«  paper  begins  with  laying  this  foun. 

dation,  that  «  the  King's  fpeech  has  always 

^  been  confidered  by  the  legiflature,  and  by. 

the  pubhc  at  large,  as  the  fpeech  of  the  Minif 
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*  ter"  The  fpeech,  there  treated  of,  Is  called 
an  inftance  of  minijierial  effrontery.  It  is  ex- 
prefsly  named  in  every  part  of  the  paper,  the 
Mintfter's  fpeech.  The  author  fignifies  his 
'  doubt,  whether  the  impofttion  he  complains 

*  of,  is  greater  on  the  Sovereign,  or  on  the  Na- 

*  tion.'     The  lamentation  he  makes,  is  *  that 

*  a  Prince  of  the  excellent  chara^er  he  defcribes, 

*  can  be  brought  to  give  the  fandion  of  his 
«  facred  name  to  unjuftifiable  public  declara- 

*  tions   from  a  throne,  renowned  for  truth, 
'  honour,  and  unfullied  virtue.' 

"  It  is  the  Minifter,  who,  it  is  faid,  is  held 
in  cpntempt  and  abhorrence  for  it.  He  it 
is  faid,  has  made  our  Sovereign  declare  that 
in  which  lies  ih^  fallacy  inveighed  againft:  it 
is  called  a  ftrain  of  infolence  in  the  Minifler, 
to  lay  claim 'to  what  he  is  confcious  all  his 
efforts  tended  to  prevent.  After  aflerting  that 
no  hireling  of  the  Minifter  had  been  hardy 
enough  to  difpute  what  he  had  advanced,  it 
is  faid,  '  Yet  the  Minfler  himfelf  has  made 
'  our  Sovereign  declare;  &c.— '  The  Minifler\ 
'fpeech  (it  is  faid)  dwells  on  the  approbation 
*  given  by  Parliament  to  the  Prelimihary  Arti- 

'cles.' 
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« cles.'— '  The  Minijler  cannot  forbear,  even 
'  in  the  King's  fpeech,  infultingus  with  a  dull 

*  repetition  of  the  word  oeconomy,'  and  '  in 

*  vain  will  fuch  a  MwJJer  preach  up  in  the. 

*  fpeech  that  fpirit  of  concord,'  ^c.    In  fliort 
it  is  the   Minijer,  and  nothing  but  the  Mi-- 
nifter,  which  runs  through  the  whole  paper  ;^ 
and  all  the  wrong  complained  of  is  charged 
upon  the  Mhnjier. 


"  A  political  paper  wrote  a  great  many 
years  ago,  to  expofe  the  danger  of  making 
wntmgs  criminal  by  inuendoes,  proved  a  trea- 
tife  on  the  fmall-pox  to  be  the  blackeft  treafon, 
by  tranflating  the  word  'uariolio  mt2in  govern- 
merit,  and  adapting  every  other  term  accord- 
ing to  the  fame  didionary.  Sure  no  other 
method  can  fucceed  in  jiroving  that  there  x% 
an  mfult  aimed  at  th?  King  in  this  paper., 

"  It  is  a  different  affair,  whether  the  author 
of  the  North  Briton  is  right  or  wrong,  in 
what  he  has  advanced  in  the  feveral  places  of 
the  paper,  where  he  uniformly  purfues  the 
above  dialedt;  or  whether  the  fundamental 
pnnciple,  on  which  he  proceeds,  be  a  juft  one 
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or  no.     But,  is  he  arraigning  the  MimJIer,  or 
infuhing  MaJefiyP-^ls  it  the    King,  or  the 
Mlniflir,  that  he  charges  with  what  he  al- 
leges is  wrong?     Can  any  man  lay  his  hand 
pn  his  heart  and  fay,    that  the  perfon  who 
wrote  that  paper,  has  faid  the  King  is  the  au- 
thor of  a  fallacy;  becaufe  he  has  charged  the 
Minijier  with  having  impofed  on  the  Sove- 
reign^^and,  by  impofition,  made  him  declare 
a  thing  which  is  a  fallacy?    We  may  confound 
Majefty  and  Minijiers  as  we  pleafe,  when  we 
wifh  to  deflrby  the  diftindion,    for  the  pur- 
pofe   of  making  royal  veracity  a  proteftion  to 
miniflerial  fallacy  \    but  this   writer  feparates 
them   with  the  plaineft   difcrimination — He 
gives  to  each  his  part — The  one,  he  fays,  is 
,  impofed  upon ;  the  other  is  the  author  of  the  im- 
pofition.    Which  of  thefe  is  the  crime  ?     Any 
perfon  may  be  impofed  upon,  but  he  is  inno- 
cent; none  can  impofe  upon  another  without 
being  criminal.     Royalty  does  not  deify  hu- 
man nature;    and  what  man?  or  vrhat   King, 
fo  wife  and  fo  able,  as   not,  in  fome  inftance 
or  other,  to  have  been  impofed  upon?     It  is 
the  common  lot  of  humanity  to  be  liable  to 
deception:    but  that  fort  of  impofition  that 
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fprings  from  mifinformation,  or  want  of  juft 
information,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any 
man  to  fecure  himfelf  againft;  and,  of  all 
others,  Kings  are  moft  liable  to  it. 

'  "  The  author  of  the  North  Briton^  number 
forty-five^  is  not  contented  with  the  moft  ex- 
plicit language  that  the  Engliih  tongue  affords, 
to  point  out,  beyond  a  poflibility  of  being 
miftaken,  that  it  is  the  Mimjier  he  accufes; 
and  that,  fo  far  from  charging  Majejiy,  the 
very  charge  itfelf  is,  having  impofi;d  upon  the 
AT/;?^— Not  contented  with  this,  he  gives  the 
King's  charader,  in  terms  full  of  refped,  as 
a  Pn?ice  of  fo  many  great  and  amiable  qualities^ 
'whom  England  truly  reveres, — This  is  not  the 
language  of  infult. 

The  regard  he  exprefles  in  this  very  pa- 
per for  the  late  good  King,  is  an  irrefiftible 
proof  of  the  affedion  and  attachment  of  the 
perfon  who  wrote  it,  to  his  prefent  Majefty, 
and  all  the  royal  family.— Part  of  his  indig- 
nation againft  the  Mhiijler,  is  for  not  Ihewing 
ii  due  regard  to  the  honour,  either  of  our  late 
gracious  Sovereign,  or  of  his  prefent  Majefty. 
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*  Was  It  (fays  he)  a  Under  regard  for  the  hq- 

*  nour  of  the  late  King,  or  of  his  prefent  Ma^ 
.*  jefty,  that  invited  to  court  Lor<i  George  Sack- 
'  ville?'     Nobody  is  at  a  lofs  to  know  what 
branch  of  the  royal  family  he  defcribes,  as 
ithe  mojl  amiable  Princefs  In  the  world,  who 
it  is.fuppofed,  is  to  make  happy  a  diftinguifhed' 
Prince  of  the  fame  illuftrious  line.     Is  that 
the  ftylc  of  the  enemies  of  his   Majefty's  fa^ 
mily  ?     How  does  he  fpeak  of  the  fecurity  of 

•  the  houfe  of  Hanover  f     '  What  a  fliame  (fays 

*  he)  was  it  to  fee  the  fecurity  of  this  country, 

*  in  point   of  military  force,    complimented 
^  away,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  royalty  itfelf 

*  and  facrificed  to  the  prejudices,  and  to  the 

*  Ignorance  of  a  fet  of  people,  the  moft  unfit, 

*  imm  every  confideration,  to  be  confulted  on 
'  a  matter  relative  to  the  fecurity  of  the  houfe 

'  *  of  Hanover:     He  fpeaks,  with  high  fatisfac- 
tion,  of  a  loyal  and  off caionate people-,  an  idea 
that  could  give  no  pleafure  to  a  perfon  difaf- 
fcded  to  his  Majefty's  augufl   family,  or  in- 
clined to  affront  the  King.     No  man,  that  is,, 
not  a  hearty  friend  to  his  Majefty,  and  to  the  " 
Proteftant  fucceffion  of  the  crown  in  his  fa- 
mily, would    write  in   fuch  a  ftrain.      Thg 
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words  are  ftronger  than  a  thoufand  arguments. 

Such  things  do   not  look  like  a  defign   to 

alienate  the  affedions  of  his  Majefty's  fub- 

jeds,  or  ftir  up  traitorous  infuFredions  againft 

his  government.     That  belongs  to  thofe  who 

have  no  good-will  to  the  houfe  of  Hanover; 

whofe   loyalty  is  attached  to  an  exiled  and 

abjured    family.     When    the    author    of  the 

North  Briton   fpeaks    of  that   family,  (as  he 

does  in  this  paper,)  he  ufes  another  kind  of 

tone.      «  The  Stuart  line  (fays  he)  has  ever 

'  been  intoxicated  with  the  flavifh  dodrines  of 

•  the  abfolute,  independent,  unlimited  power 

*  of  the  crown." 

The  feveral  particulars  of  the  profecutions 
of  the  printers,  publifhers,  and  fuppofed 
author,  with  all  the  other  circumftances  con- 
cerning them,  have  been  fo  fully  and  repeat- 
edly given  to  the  public,  it  is  not  necefTary  to 
fay  any  thing  of  them  here;  except  only  fuch 
matters  as  hav«  been  either  miftated  or 
^mitted  in  the  former  accounts. 

The  firft,  and  moft  material  of  thefe,  is  the 
condud  of  fome  individuals  in  the  body  of 

•  the 
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the  Whigs,  whom  Lord  Temple   had  taken 
fuch  pains  to  unite.     Thefe  individuals  were 
headed  by  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke.     As  foou 
as  Mr,  Wilkes  had  been  diicharged  by  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,   they  immediately 
paid  their  devoirs  at  St.  James's,  to  fhew  to 
the  court   they  difapproved  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
of    his  friends,    and  of    his   caufe.        This 
fcandalous  defertion  ■  was    treated,    even    by 
the   court,  as  it  deferved.     They  were  not 
the  perfons  whom  Lord  Bute  wanted.     Find- 
ing this  offered  treachery   not  fufficient  for 
their  purpofe,  they  entered  into  a  league   to 
uphold  and  defend  general  warrants;   and  be- 
caufe  Mr.  Wilkes  had  been  diicharged  upon 
his  privilege,  as  a  member  of  parliament,  it 
?was   another  condition   of  the   leaguers,   in 
'order  to  caft  an  odium  on  the   Chief  Juftice 
of  the  Commons  Pleas,  to  vote  away  privi- 
lege   of  parliament    in    the  cafe   of  a  libel. 
This  latter  fad  was  not  known,  until  that  vote 
had  palled.     The  Duke   of.  Newcaftle  men- 
tioned it  at  a  meeting  of  the  party  at  Devonn 
fliire-houle,  which  meeting  was  held  for  the 
purpofe   of  fettling  the    words   of  a  prbteft 
againft  thiit  vote.     This  proteft  was  princi- 
pally 
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pally  written  by  Lord  Temple.  And  when 
they  came  to  the  confideration  of  figning  it 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  excufed  himfelf,  on 
account  of  his  friend  Lord  Hardwicke ;  and 
then  explained  the  nature  and  extent  of  their 
engagement. 

Lord  Temple's  fpirit  and  firmnefs  in  fupport 
of  the  caufe  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  whofe  caufe  was 
that  of  every  man  who  had  any  regard  for  con- 
llitutional  liberty,  deferved,  and  met  with,  the 
higheft  applaufe  from  every  part  of  England, 
It  was  his  purfe  which  carried  on  thefeveral 
law-fuits  againft  the  Kir.g  s  meflbngers,  and 
others.    It  was  his  liberality,  munificence,  and 
adivity,  which  decided   this   great  caufe,  in 
favour  of  the  public.     The  caufe  muft  have 
funk  under  the  weight  of  minilterial  influence 
and  oppreffion,  if  it  had  not  been  fupported 
by  his  intrepidity  and  perfeverance.     In  this 
he  was  alone-even  Mr.  Pitt  thought  his  fpirit 
•  was  too  high.     But  if  it  was  a  fault—it  was 
a  virtuous  fault—it  was   a  fault  in  behalf  of 
the  people ;— whofe  caufe,  upon  all  occafion?, 
he  dearly  loved  and  cherifhed.     When  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  committed,  his  Lordfhip  oiTL-red 
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to  bail  him  in  any  fum;  if  one  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  were  required,  he  declared 
his  recognizance  was  ready. 

This  public  efpoufal  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  brought 
upon   his   Lordlhip    the    moft    diftinguifhed 
marks  of  minifterial  infiilt   and   malice;  yet 
fuch  was  iiis  complacency  to  the  neccifary  dig- 
nity of  government,  that  he  permuted   the 
firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury  to  be  re-eledted  for 
the  town  of  Buckingham,  rather  than  fufTcr 
the   King's  firil  iMiniller  to  mendicate  a  feat 
in  parliament.     His  mind  was  influenced  by 
public  confiderations,  not  by  perfonal   ones. 
.  Few  men's  charafters   have  been  more  mif, 
taken,  or  more  mifreprefented,  than  his  Lord- 
ihip's.    When  a  Great  Perfonage  faid  of  him 
"  That  he  was  undoubtedly  a  great  man,  but 
that  he  loved  to  embarrafs  government,'*  he 
only  fliewed  that  he  had  been   mifmformed 
No  man  could  be  more  zealoufly  attached  to  a 
conftitutional  government  than  he  was.     But 
he  detefted,  with  fervency  and   fmcerity,    a 
government     of     fecrecy,     hypocrify,     and 
treachery. 
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This  condiid  of  Lord  Temple  rcflored  una- 
nimity to  the  oppofition,  except  Lord  Hard- 
wicke,  and  two  or  three  more  ;  and  oppo- 
fition became  cordially  united,  in  the  general 
wifli  of  bringing  all  the  late  proceedings  before 
parliament. 

Mr.  Wilkes  employed  the  fpace  of  time 
between   his   enlargement  from   the  Tower 
and  the  meeting  of  parliament,   ia  pri.uing 
the  North  Britons  in  his   hoiife.     Thi=;  cir- 
cumftanee  gave  Lord  Temple  much  conrern  - 
he  begged  Mr.  Wilkes  to  lay  afide  the  dciign  • 
and  when  he  had  begun  to  put  it  in  exe.! 
cution,^  his  Lordlhip  implored  him  to  defift. 
Mr.  Wilkes,   however,   would   not ;    he  faid' 
many  of  his  friends  in  the  city  had  defired 
to  fubfcribe  for  a  neat  and  correft  edition  of 
the  North  Briton.     It  ftould  here  be  ftated 
that  the  ground  of  Lord  Temple's  objeaioti 
to  Mr.  Wilkes   re-printing  the  North  Briton 
m  his  houfe,   was  this,  that  amongft  a!!  the 
printers  and  bookfellers,  whom  the  miniftry 
had  attached  oh  account  of  the  North  Briton 
there  was  not  to  be  found  a  tiitle  of  evidence' 
that    could    reach    Mr.  Wilkes ;     "  Confe 
luently,"  faid  Lord  Temple  to  Mr.  Wilkes 
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"  you   ought  not  to  furnifli    your  enemies 
now  with  the  means  of  obtaining  that  evi- 
dence whicli  you  have  hitherto  had  prudence 
to  prevent :  and  as  to  the  plan  of  fubfcription, 
he  added,  particularly,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  could 
not  name  the  extent  of  the  fum  of  money 
he   was   ready   to    advance,    if    Mr.  Wilkes 
would    hut    fend    away    his    printing-prefs." 
Mr.  Wilkes  was  deaf  to   all  entreaties.     He 
printed  the  North  Briton ;  and  the  event  juf- 
tified   Lord    Temple's    apprehenfions.      The 
miniilry  bribed  one  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  journey- 
men to  become  evidence  againft  him  ;  he  was 
tried    for   re-prinimg    and    re-pubUfiing   the 
North   Briton  5    upon    that    evidence  only  he 
was  convided  :  there  was  no  evidence   at  all 
againft   him   upon    the   or/^r//?^/  publication. 
Had  he   therefore  followed   Lord  Temple's 
advice,  the  vidory  of  public  liberty  muft  have 
been  complete ;  the  minifters  muft  have  been^ 
difmiffed  ;  and  cenfured  at  leaft,  if  not  im- 
peached.    Lord  Temple  often  lamented  this 
unfortunate  part  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  condud. 

When  parliament  met,  theBifhop  of  Glou- 
cefter  (Dr.  Warbnrton)  fuddenly  rofe  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  and  complained  of  a  breach 
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of  privilege;    his  n^me  being  printed  to  a 
note  in  an  obfcene  poem,  called  an  E[fay  on 
Woman ;    a  few  copies    of  which  had  been 
printed  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  at  the   prefs  in  his 
own  houfe.     The  fame  journeyman  who  had 
been  bribed  to  rob  and  betray  him,  was  the 
evidence   againft   him    in   this    matter   alfo." 
This    complaint    perfedly    aftoniflied    Lord 
Temple :    he   knew    nothing   of  the  poem. 
But  when  he  heard  that  it  came  from  Mr" 
Wilkes's  private  prefs,  he  was  fo  fenfibly  af- 
feded,.  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  Houfe. 
Upon  the  charge  of  die  North  Briton,   he' 
had  prepared  to  defend  that  paper,  ■  and' alfo 
the  condua  of  the  Chief  Juftice,  (Pratt,)  who' 
had   difcharged   Mr.  V/ilkes  upon  his  privi- 
lege, as  a  member  of  parliament.     On  thefe 
two   points   he   had    determined   to  combat 
the   arguments   of   the   minifters   and    their 
lawyers. 

_  In  the  debate  on  Mr.  Wilkes's  expulfion 
m  the  month  of  January  1764,  Mr.  Ri^by 
fpoke  of  Lord  Temple's  public  manner  of 
approving,  fuppcrting,  and  defending  thecon- 
dutl  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  term,  of  ,fperity  and 
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harihnefs.     He  was  anfwered  with  great  abi- 
lity and  fplrit  by  Mr.  James  Grenville  ;  who 
drew  a  pidure  of  the  Dake  of  Bedford  in 
fuch    ftrong   colours,    that   the  Houfe    was 
obliged  to  interfere.     Mr.  Webb,  Solicitor  of 
the  Treafury,  acknowledged  that  Lord  Tem- 
ple's condiia  had,  in  one  point,  been  much 
mifreprefented ;    for    amongft   Mr.  Wilkes's 
papers  feized  at   his  houfe,   he  had  found  a 
letter  from  Lord  Temple  to  that  gentleman, 
expreilhig  tlie  ftrongeft  difapprobation  of  the 
abufe  of  the  Scots  in  the  North  Britons. 

When  the  minifters^had  gone  through  the 
firft  part  of  the  florm  concerning  Mr.  Wilkes, 
they  began  to  perceive  that  their  late  proceed- 
ings would  be  vigoroufly  attacked  in  parlia- 
ment; and  that  they  iliould  meet  with  a  power- 
ful oppofition  there.     On  this  account,  they 
tegan  to  confider  of  filling  up  fome  vacancies 
which  had  happened,  and   of  flrengthening 
ihemfelves  with  fome  alliances.      The   pre- 
lident's  chair  had  been  vacant  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year   1763,  by  the  death   of 
Earl   Granville:    this   they   propofed   filling 
with  the  Duke  of  Leeds  -,  and  they  confulted 
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Lord  Bute  upon  it.  This  very  circumftance 
of  confulting  Lord  Bute,  which  is  an  un- 
doubted faa,  clearly  fhews  that  they  had  no 
influence  in  the  clofet. 

Lord  Bute,  who  had  gone  to  Harrowgate 
to  be  out  of  the  way  of  the  ftorm,  returned 
to  London  upon  this  bufinefs :  he  inftantly 
put  his  veto  on  the  propofition  refpeding  the 
Duke  of  Leeds.     Whether  he  had  fome  other 
perfon  in  contemplation,  or  whcither  he  began 
to  repent   of  having  made  the  prefent   mi- 
nifters,  and  was  looking  out  for  another  fet  to 
fucceed  them,  is  not  certain  j  but  if  we  may 
judge  from   what   foon  after  appeared,  the 
latter  feems  to  have  been  the  cafe.     This  dif- 
agreement  between  the   miniftry  and  Lord 
Bute  was  not  fettled  when  Lord  Egremont 
died  at  the  beginning  of  Auguft  1763;  this 
unexpeded   event   brought    the    difpute   to 
acrifis.     There  being  now  two  feats  in  the 
cabinet  vacant,  which  in  the  fmall  number  of 
five,  for  the  cabinet  at  that  time  confifted  of 
no  more,   was  nearly  equal  to  a  fufpenfion  of 
public  bufinefs  J    a  fituation  that  could  not 
laft  long, 
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Lord  Bute   was   ftill   defirous   of  gaining 
Lord  Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt,  but  as  Lord  Tem- 
ple had  refufed  his  applications  twice  before, 
the  firft  time  early  in  the  month  of  November 
1 76 1,  and  the  other  in  the  month  of  March 
1763,  he  refolved  io  make  this  third  appli- 
cation to  Mr.  Pitt.     And  having  found  Mr. 
Pitt  more  civil  than  Lord  Tertiple  had  been, 
he  brought  Mr.  Pitt  to  the  King,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  forming  a  new  ndminiftration.     But 
Mr.  Pitt  having  flated  to  his  Majefty  in  the 
way  of  explanation,  his  inviolable  union  with 
the  great  Whig  families,  and  in  eftedt,  what 
had  been  given,  in  the  way  of  anfwer,  to  Mr. 
Stanley  in  March  laft,  Lord  Bute  took  fright, 
and  broke  off  the  negotiation  entirely.     Lord 
Bute's  view  in  this  bufmefs  did  not  extend 
beyond  a  partial  change  :  he  wifhed  to  bring 
in  Lord  Temple  and   Mr.  Pitt,  and   two  of 
three  others,  "but  not  more;  and  to  continue 
to  hold  the  reins  of  government  by  his  fccret 
influence:    and   when    he    had  made   them 
odious  and  infignificant,  as  he  did  every  body 
elfe,   he   could   turn    them    out  at    pleafure, 
without   offending  the  nation.     They  kriew 
all  this :    and  he  knew,  that   Lord  Temple 
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land   Mr.  Pitt,   witH   the   great  body  of  the 
Whigs,  would  form  an  adminiftration  of  fuch 
power  and  ftrength,  that  his  influence  would 
be  totally  annihilated.     To  his  vanity,  and 
luft  of  power,  was  facrificed  this  opportunity 
of  forming  a  ftrong  and  popular  government. 
The  particulars  of  the  conference  between  his 
Majefty  and   Mr.  Pitt     have    been    already 
printed     in    the    Anecdotes    of    Mr.    Pitt 
chap.  XXV. 

The  Favourite's  next  refource  was  to  Lord 
Holland  for    advice   in   his  prefent    critical 
fituation ;  for  by  his  lafl  manoeuvre  he  had 
made  both  parties  his  enemies.     Lord  HoU 
land  advifed  him  to  continue  the  prefent  mi- 
nifters  in  their  places,  and  to  fill  up  the  va* 
cancies  with  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Lord 
Sandwich.     But  as  this  was  a  negotiation  in 
which   Lord  Bute    could  not  appear.  Lord 
Holland  undertook  it  for  him,  and  managed 
the  matter  very  adroitly;  by  which  he  blunted 
the  Duke  of  Bedford's  enmity  to  Lord  Bute, 
on  account  of  the  late  peace ;    and  the  mi-* 
nifters  were  allowed  to  make  a  fort  of  pro- 
fcription  of  Lord  Bute  on  account  of  the  late 
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indignity  he  had  fhewn  them,  in  offering  to 
difplace  them  for  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Temple ; 
and  to  cbmpenfate  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  they 
were  permitted  to  offer  him  an  adequate  pen- 
fion,  which  his  Grace  accepted.  The  Duke 
of  Bedford  infifted  upon  Lord  Holland  pro- 
mifmg,  in  the  name  of  Lord  Bute,  (for  which 
he  had  Lord  Bute's  authority,)  that  his  Lord- 
fhip  would  not  in  future  interfere,  intrigue, 
or  difturb  the  prefent  minifters,  in  any  de- 
partment of  their  offices,  in  any  of  their  re- 
commendations to  the  King,  or  in  any  of 
the  me^fures  of  government. 

When  the  arrangements  were  all  made, 
Lord  Bute  retired  to  his  eftate  in  Bedfordfhire  ; 
and  the  minifters  boafted  that  they  had  exiled 
him  :  Lord  Temple  called  it  a  Mazarinade  ; 
alluding  to  a  fimilar  condud  of  Cardinal  Ma- 
zarine, who  governed  France  as  abfolutely 
when  abfent  from  court  as  when  in  it. 

The  queftion  rcfpeding  general  warrants, 
which  was  brought  forward  in  the  fucceeding 
feffion  of  parliament,  is  well  known ;  but 
there  v/as  another  queftion,  which  Lord  Tern- 
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pie  was  very  anxious  to  have  had  brought 
on ;  this  was  concerning  the  feizure  of  papers. 
He  was  not  lefs  defirous  of  obtaining  a  ftrong 
condemnation  of  this  pradice,  than  he  was 
of  the   condemnation    of  general   warrants. 
But  Mr.  Charles  Yorke  firft,  and  after  him 
feveral  others  of  the  minority,  declared  their 
entire  difapprobation  of  the  intended  motion, 
fo  it  was  never  brought  forward.     It  is  im- 
poflible  to  account  for  their  objeaions  ;  Lord 
Temple  was  fomewhat  chagrined  by  the  re- 
fufal:  and  he  wrote  a  trad:  upon  the  fubjea 
or  at  leaft  dilated  the  greateft  part  of  it,  in- 
titled,  «  A  Letter  to  the  Secretaries  of  State, 
on  the  Seizure  of  Papers."     The  reader  will 
find   an  extrad  from  it   in  the   Appendix, ' 
marked  H. 

Many  of  the  gentlemen  who  compofed  the 
oppofition,  or  minority  as  they  were  at  this 
time  more  frequently  called,  faw  with  con- 
cern and  pain  thefe  occafional  divifions  :  and 
to  prevent,  if  poffible,  the  mifchiefs  arifing 
from  them,  they  agreed  to  inftitute  a  club, 
or  fociety,  confifting  of  the  minority.  They 
were  called  the  Coterie;  and  met  at  a  houfe 
in  Albemarle-ftreet.     The  objedt  of  the  in- 
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ftitution  was   fingly  to  freferve  union:    but 
after  fubfifting  about  five  or  fix  months,  the 
number  of  members  began  to  diminifli,  the 
meetings  were  feldom,  and  at  length  the  project 
was  abandoned.     At  the  commencement  of 
this  inftitution  there  was  a  quarto  pamphlet 
publifhed,  called^  "  A  Letter  from  Albermarle- 
ftreet  to  the  Cocoa  Tree,  on  fome  late  Tr^anf- 
adions,"  which,  though  not  literally  written 
by  Lord  Temple,  was  entirely  written  under 
his    eye,   and   nearly  every  line   didated    by 
him.      One  defign   of  it  was,   to  proclaim 
the.  creed,  or  what  he  hoped  was  and  would 
continue  to  be  the   creed  of  the  minority, 
from  the  head-quarters;  that  the  nation  might 
know  the  doctrines  they  profefled,  and  the 
principles   they   avowed.      But   though    the 
pamphlet    was    generally  approved    by   the 
nation,  yet  there  were  fome  perfons  in  the 
minority  who  thought  it  declared  too  much. 
The  reader  will  find  fome  extrads  from  it  in 
the  Appendix,  marked  L 


This  was  the  laft  effort  Lord  Temple  made 
to  preferve  unanimity  among  the  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  who  had  formed  themfelves 
into  an  oppofjtion,  in  the  hope,  as  tl\ey  faid, 
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of*  refcuing  the  government  of  the  country 
from  the   influence  of  the  royal  Favourite. 
When   the   club  in  Albcmarle-ftreet  ceafed, 
the  minority,  as  a  party,  nearly  ceafed  alfo. 
The  leader  was  difcoiiifited  ;  he  was  in  earneft 
againft  I^ord  Bute ;  but  many  of  the  others 
were  not :  they  were  ready  to  dnlift  under  his 
banners  whenever  he  was  difpbfed  to  receive 
them.     Mr.  Charles  Yorke  adcefptfcd  of  a  pa- 
tent of  pfecedertce,  which  fhewed  hie  readineft 
to   enter    into   the   mimfterial   fervice.      At 
length  this   feliifm  carh^   tlo  jin    explanation 
b^tweert  Lord  Temple  and' the  Duke  of  Net^ 
Caftle.     Lord  TeMpIe,  in  th6  plaineft  tetths^ 
alTured  his  Gracej  that  if  the  only  objed  ojf 
oppofition  was 'the  pofleffion  of  places,  if  nb^ 
thing  was  intended  for  the  public,  if  his  Grace 
and  his  friends  would   neither  propofe  ndt 
fupport  any  meafure  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  he  would  continue  ho 
longer  a  cover  to  that  defign.     With  this  de- 
claration the  oppofition,  or  minority,  totally 
ceafed  as  a  body. 

...  1 

During  the  fucceeding  feflion  of  parliament, 
which  commenced  in  the  month  of  January 
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1765,   Mr.  Pitt   did   not  attend.     Updn  the 
Regency  bill,  which  was  brought  in  towards 
the  end  of  tjlc  Icffion,  the  minprity  confifted 
pfonlythirty-fcve^  members.     The  minifters 
now  thought  thernifelves  perfedly  fecure  ;  and 
having  Uibmitted  in  feverai  inftances  to  Lord 
Bute's  interfering  in  the  patronage  of  their 
departments,  the  minerhy  being  broken  and 
difperfcd,  they  b^gan  to  afliime  an  independ- 
ence of  fpirit  and  charader ;    they   remon- 
ftrated  fh-ongly  againft  Lord  Bute's  condu(^» 
9g4inft  hiabreach  of  promife,  againft,his  fecret 
advice  of  meafuies;"  they  coipplained  of  being 
k^t  in  total  ignorance  of  thole  meafnres,  (th§ 
Regency  biil,  .&c. )  until  calkfj  upon  to  carry 
.them  into  execution ;  of  recommendation^  pf 
perfpns  to  high; and  lucrative  fituations  with- 
out their  participation   or  even  knowledge  • 
4^d  laftly,  of  the  icing's  confidence  not  being 
placed  in  the  conftitutional  channels. 

I 
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,,This  condud  of  theirs  determined  their 
fate  :  it  was  refolved  to  remove  them.  Lord 
Bute  applied  to  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  ;  no 
doubt  with  his  Majefty's  knowledge  and  ap- 
probation.     His  Royal   Highnefs    fent   for 
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Lord  Temple    on    the    15th  of  May   176?. 
It  will  occur  to  the  reader's  obfervation,  that 
notwithftanding  the  unfortunate  ft^te  of  the 
late  minority,  Lord  Temple  ftill  continued  to 
be  the/rj  perfoii^the  court  were  dcfirousof 
obtaining.     In  the  conference  which  followed 
between    his  Royal  Highnefs  and  his  Lord- 
ihip,  the  Duke  informed  Lord  Temple,  that 
his  Majefty  was  refblved  to  change  his  fer- 
vants;  and  wifhed  to  engage  his  Lordfliip, 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  their  friends ;    and  then  very 
gracloufly  condefcending  to  acknowledge  his 
Lordfhip's.  public  virtues,   and  public  fpirir, 
his  Royal  Highnefs  requeiled  to  be  informed 
of  the   terms  which  his   Lordfhip    had    in 
contemplation    to   propofe,    previous   to  his 
undertaking  the  admifiiftration.     Lord  Tem- 
ple, with   the  greateft    decency   and    humi- 
lity,   folicited    to    reprefent    to    his    Royal 
Highnefs, 

Firft,  concerning   continental    affairs,    the 
making  of  certain  foreign  alliances  : 

And  a  removal  of  fome  mifundcrftandings 
in  thofe  already  made. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  concerning  domeftic  affairs  j  hii 
Lordfhip  required  the  reftoration  of  officers, 
civil  as  well  as  military,  who  had  been  barba- 
roufly  difmifled  from  their  places  and  fituati 
tions  without  caufe,  or^tharge  of  crime. 
A  complete:  condemnation  of  general  war- 
rants :  and :  h is  Lordftiip  added  with  a  ftrong 
emphafis,  a  full  condemnation  of  the  feizure 
of  papers,  except  in  a  charge,  upon  oath,  of 
high  treafon. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  paufed  a  moment,  and 
then  faid,  "  the  terms  wer^  P^^^^b JHAva^^ 
mjl  be  agreed  to."       ^ ,,,  ^,n,^^  k^oii  .id 

.  This  anfwer  fully  exhibits,  that :  great  trail 
in  the  Duke's  charader,  tliat  he  was  fincereiy 
a}:}d  faithfully  attached  to  the  interefts  and  ho- 
nours, of  his  family ;  and  to  the  lineal  fuot 
ceffion  to  the  crown;  which  all  mull  ^dj^^w 
is  heft  fecured  by  the  affedions  of  the  people. 

His  Royal  HJghnefs  haying  heaW  tprd 
Temple's  conditions,  then  began  to  flate.his 
own.  The  firft  was,  that  it  was  the  King's 
defire  that  Lord  Northumberrand  fhould  be 
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placed  at  the  head  of  the  treafury.  Here 
Lord  Temple  begged  leave  to  interrvtpt  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  and  to  fay,  that  if  this  wasf 
a  pofitive  condition,  there  was  no  occafion  to 
go  any  further.  Lord  Northumberland  had 
been  made  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  by 
Lord  Bute.  Lord  Temple  anfwered,  "  That 
he  would  never  go  into  any  office  under  Lord 
Bute's  Lieutenant."  The  determined  tone  in 
which  thefe  laft  words  were  fpoken  put  an 
end  to  the  conference. 

Four  days  afterwards,  (May  19,  1765,)  his 
Royal  Highnefs  requefted  Lord, Temple  to 
meet  him  at  Mr.  Pitt's  houfe,  at  Hayes  ia 
Kent.  But  though  his  Royal  Highnefs  was 
there  firft,  and  had  ha*  o^q  converfatioa 
with  Mr.  Pitt  before  Lord  Temple  came,  yet 
he  found  that  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  lemple 
were  one :  Mr.  Pitt  having  fully  rejeded  the 
famecQmiition,  r!?fpe<ting  Lord  Northumb^^ 
land. 
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This  negotiation  might  have  fucceeded,  if 

Lord  Northumberland  ha;d  not  been  named  j 

but  that  circumftance  marked  the  hand   of 
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Lord  Bute  fo  ftrongly,  it  was  impoffible  not 
to  dread  in  it  all  the  mifchiefs  and  verfatility 
of  the  continued  influence  of  the  Favourite ; 
againft  which,  repeated  experience  had  fhewn 
that  the  moft  folemn  promifes  and  protefta- 
tions  were  no  protedion. 

t 

Lord  Temple's  firmnefs  in  thefe  conferences 
with  his  Royal  Highnefs  did  not  meet  with 
the  entire  approbation  of  fome  of  the  princi- 
pal perfons  of  the  late  minority :  in  particular 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  moft  ardently 
entreated  his  Lordfhip  to  accept  of  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland's  propofals;  and  added,  that 
he  fpoke  alfo  in  the  name  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle,  who  defired  nothing  for  himfelf, 
but  that  his  friends  might  be  confidered. 

At  this  time  Lord  Temple  and  his  brother, 
Mr.  Grenville,  became  reconciled,  through 
the  good  ofKces  of  their  mutual  friends  j  the 
firft  application  was  from  Mr.  Grenville. 
Neither  their  private  honours,  as  gentlemen, 
nor  their  public  charaders,  as  politicians,  fuf- 
fered  by  this  reconciliation.  Each  adhered  to 
the  opinions  he    had  already  avowed:    the 
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union  only  regarded  what  might  occur  in 
future.  But  it  is  very  probable,  that  now 
agreeing  in  opinion,  of  the  danger  to  every 
adminiftration  from  the  omnipotence  of  Lord 
Bute's  fecret  influence,  they  might  cordially 
join  in  any  meafure  that  promifed  to  procure 
his  complete  overthrow. 

Lord  Temple's  refufal  of  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland's offers  was  afcribed  by  many  perfons 
to  his  reconciliation  with  his  brother;  Lord 
Temple  would  not  accept,  they  faid,  becaufc 
his  brother  was  not  included  in  the  offers. 
This  objeaion  to  Lord  Temple's  conduct,  in 
thofe  refufals,  was  repeatedly  urged  in  various 
ihapes.  Sometimes  in  pamphlets,  but  oftener 
in  ktters,  effays,  and  paragraphs  in  the  public 
prints,  until  at  length  the  opinion  ftrongly 
prevailed.  It  mult  be  confeffed,  that  the  fuf- 
picion  feemed  plaufible,  and  fuch  is  the  poffi- 
bility  of  making  a  lafting  impreffion  by  reite- 
ration,  it  has  continued  to  be  a  fufpicion  with 
fome  people  even  to  this  day.  But  no  fufpi- 
cion,  or  opinion,  could  be  more  totally  un- 
founded. It  is  only  in  juftice  to  the  memory 
and  character  of  this  noble  Lord  that  the  cir- 

cumfiance 


'-^w* 

% 


i 


iMl 


mn 


:|i 


V 


m 


1:^ 


■  I 


n> 


M' 


J   ■• 


I 


46  THE   LATE    EARL    TEMPLfr. 

cumflance  is  mentioned,  in  order  to  undeceive 
thofe  who  have  been  mifled.  Lord  Temple 
always  difavowed  any  influence  of  his  brother 
over  him;  and  Mr.  Grenville  himfelf  repeat- 
edly defired  that  he  might  not  be  named  to 
the  King. 

In  the  traa  intitled  «  The  Principles  of  the 
Changes  in  1765,'*  written  under  Lord  Tern- 
ple^s  own  eye,  and  the  greateft  part  of  it 
diaated  by  him,  this  matter  is  fully  ex- 
plained. 

"  We  may  (fays  the  writer)  without  being 
in  Lord  Temple*8  counfels,  or  pretending  to 
unravel  myfteries,  fafely  fay,  he  did  not  want 
inducements  to  accept  of  the  great  poft,  that 
prefented  itfelf  as  a  fupplicant  at  his  gate;  a 
poft  that  has  often  been  fought,  but  feldom, 
perhaps   never,  refufed,   and  to  him   added 
gracious  importunity  to  the  powerful  argu- 
tiients  of  intereft.     One  capable  of  fuch  re- 
iufal  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  wholly  defti- 
tute  of  that  laudable  ambition  natural  to  great 
minds,  which  prompts  as  well  as  enables  them 
to  ihine  in  elevated  ftations.    Laying  afide 

the 
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the  tics  of  allegiance,  in  a  trial  it  is  feldom 
put  to;  it  were  ftr^nge,  if  any  fubjed  could 
be  deaf  to   the  voice,    or  indifferent  to  the 
wifhes  of  the  people  of  England,  in  a  diftinc- 
tion  fo  peculiarly  honourable  to  himfelf.    Not 
only  the  noble  paffions,  but  refentments  of  a 
lower  kind,    natural   to   humanity,   if  thefe 
were  worthy  of  a  place  in  fuch  a  confidera- 
tion,  might  have  moved  him  not  to  decline  a 
triumph  over  injuries.     In  fhort,  duty  to  his 
King,  his  country,  as  well  as  to  himfelf,  and 
his  friends,  b^^  all  their  feveral  claims  for  his 
acceptance.         >  weigh  down  all   this,    the 
writer  {of  a  letter  in  the  newfpapers)  hai 
found  one  motive,  which  he  puts  in  the  op-' 
pofite  fcale-  but  one  that,  upon  cool  reflec 
tion,  muft  appear  to  have  been  the  leaft  ca- 
pable of  having  any  influence  at  all :  and  that 
is,  Lord  Temple's  defire  (as  he  calls  it)  to  fave 
bis  brother,    Mr,  Grenvtlle,  in  confequence  of 
tbeir  reconciliation.     The  chance  of  that  was 
worth  no  price  at  all:    and  the  difference  of 
the  elder  brother,  without  iffue  filling  the  of- 
fice of  the  younger  with,  could  be  an  objed, 
It  fhould  feem,  of  fmall  confideration  between 
themfelve..     It  is  not  really  fo  hard  to  find 
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out  the  true  reafon  of  Lord  Temple's  refufal, 
as  it  is  to  affign  any  other  that  bear  the  teft  of 
reafon.     What  could  it  be,  but  an  apprchen- 
fion  of  the  impoffibility  to  do  his  King  and- 
^ountry  that  fervice,  which  an  honeft  man 
would  wifti  to  do  in  the  ftation  he  declined  ? 
His  apprehenfions  were  groundlefs.    It  is  true, 
that  Lord  Bute  denies  that  he  has  intermeddled 
fmce   he  quitted  office.     But.  why  does  he 
deny  it?  ,In  defence  againft  the  charge  of  the 
late  minifters,  of  breach  of  folemn   engage- 
ments, he  came  under  to  them,  even  to  re- 
move from  the  King's  prefence,  which  en- 
gagements he  cannot  difpute.    The  denial  has 
gained  more  credit  to  the  aflertion,  than  ever 
itfelf  did:  but  it  has  not  made  the  fa£t  deemed 
in  the  leaft  doubtful.     Nobody,  who  knows 
any  thing  of  late  tranfadions,  is  ignorant  th^t, 
even  in  public  and  national  concerns,  the  late 
miniftcr  (Mr.  Grenville)  was  openly  thwarted 
by  Lord  Bute's  friends,  whenever  his  partial 
aJfedions  gave  them  their  tone:  and  no  influ- 
ence whatever  is  to  be  feen  but  Lord  Bute's, 
in  the   whole  bufinefs   of  the  late   change. 
Who  elfe  could  have  fuggefted  the  propofition 
of  Lord  Northumberland  for  the  head  of  the 
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treafury  ?   and  that  firft  modeft  projJodtioa  is 
a  majler-key  to  all  that  followed.      Stronger* 
evidence  cannot  be  required  of  the  continued 
afcendant  of  Lord  Bute,  and  that  his  aim  was 
ftill  to  maintain  an  abfolute  dominion  over  this 
country,  by  being  mafter  of  any  miniftry,  tO 
decide  their  fate,  Hot  according  to  their  con- 
dud  towards  the  nation,    but  according  td 
their  fubmiflion  to  him.     This  mud  refolve 
all  government  into  the  mere  arbitrary  will 
and  pleafure  of  the  Favourite,  and  make  the 
beft  adminiftration  that  could  be  formed  un- 
liable  as  water.     Who  does  not  feel  that  this 
iniiability  has  already  made  us  the  fcorrt   of 
all  Europe?     Nor  can  there  be  an  end  of  if, 
or  of  its  unhappy  confequences,  but  by  the 
annihilation  of  the  influence  of  the  Favourite. 
The  title  has  been  inaufpicious  in  all  examples; 
and  thofe  who  now  decline  the  fervice  of  their 
country,  may  with  great  propriety  make  their 
defence  in  the  words  of  Charles  the  Firm's 
parliament,   concerning  the   Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham,   when    they   fald  to   that   unhappy 
King,  Weprotejl  to  your  Majejly,  a?td  to  the 
whole  worlds  that  till  this  per/on  he  removed 


Vol.  It 


from. 


50 


THE    tATE    EARL   TEMI'LE. 


i".' 


from  intermeddling  in  the  affairs  ofjlate,  wt 
(ire  out  of  hope  of  any  good  fuccefs'* 

The  Diike  of  Cumberland's  negotiation 
with  Lord  Temple  having  fliiled,  his  Royal 
Highnefs  next  applied  to  Lord  Lyttelton. 
But  by  the  advice  of  Lord  Holland,  who  had 
many  years  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  the  condition  refpeding 
Lord  Northumberland  was  relinquifhed.  His- 
Royal  Highnefs  offered  Lord  Lyttelton  the 
treafury.  This  change,  in  the  complexion; 
of  the  negotiation,  was  made  too  Iste^  The 
original  projedor  was  difcovered.  LordI 
Lyttelton  anfwered,  that  he  adled  in  perfe^ 
coalefcence  with  Lord  Temple. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  refufals,  Lord! 
Holland  recommended  to  his  Royal  Highnefs, 
to  advife  his  Majefly  to  continue  his  prefent 
fervants.  On  the  twenty-firft  of  May,  his- 
Royal  Highnefs  waited  on  the  King  at  the 
Queen's  houfe,  and  having  Hated  the  anfwer* 
he  had  received  from  Lord  Temple,  Mr. 
Pitt,   and   Lord   Lyttelton,    concluded   with 
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advifmg  his  Majefty  to  continue  his  prefefit 
miniilers. 

This  advice  was  injudicious  and  imprudenti 
Lord  Holland  and  Lord  Bute  muft  equally 
fuppofe,  that  the  minifters  were  filled  with 
indignation  and  refentment,  by  this  fecond 
attempt  to  difmifs  them,  and  that  one  of  them 
at  leaft  (Mr.  Grenville)  had  adopted  Lord 
Temple's  hoftility  to  Lord  Bute* 

The  King  followed  the  advice  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Duke  of  Cumberland.     He 
Informed  the  fubfifting  minifters  they  were  to 
continue  in  their  offices.     They  in'ftantly  de-. 
manded   the  difraijffions  of  Lord  Northum- 
berland from  the  lieutenancy  of  Ireland,  of 
Lord  Holland  from  the   Pay-office,    and   of 
Mr.  Mackenzicj   Lord  Bute's  brother,   fi'om 
the  Privy-feal  of  Scotland :    and  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  made  ufc  of  a  language  in  the  ciofet, 
that  was,  if  pofFible,    more  provoking  than 
thefe  demands.      There  was  no  alternative. 
Lord  Bute  was  obliged  to  yield.     But  it  was 
only   for  a  fliort  time.     The   King  himfelf 
cai^e  forward  in  the  next  negotiation.     His 
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Majefty  fent  for  Mr.  Pitt ;  who  waited  on  the 
King  at  the  Queen's  houfe,  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  June  1765.  Mr.  Pitt  defired  to  have 
the  concurrence  of  Lord  Temple,  who  was 
next  fent  for.  On  the  twenty-fifth  they 
waited  on  his  Majefty  together.  The  King 
propofed  to  put  his  government  into  their 
hands,  upon  the  following  conditions:  The 
reftoration  of  Mr.  Mackenzie,  the  appoint- 
ment of  Lord  Northumberland  to  the  office  of 
Lord  Chamberlain,  and  all  the  King's  friends 
to  continue  in  their  prefent  places.  This  laft 
condition  was  fo  undefined  and  unlimited,  it 
was  impoflible  to  afcertain  who  it  included,  or 
who  it  excepted.  Therefore,  Lord  Temple 
gave  to  the  whole  a  decided  negative;  in 
which  Mr,  Pitt  acquiefced. 

Recourfe  was  then  had  a  fecond  time  to  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  ;  who  refolved  to  try 
thofe  who  had  never  yet  been  tried.  Thefe 
were  that  part  of  the  late  minority  who  had 
fcparated  from  Lord  T-emple. 

It  is  not  necefTary  in  this  place,  to  give  the 
hiftory  of  that  negotiation.    His  Royal  High- 
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nefs  fucceeded  In  recommending  an   admini- 
flratlon,  which  was  called  the  Rockingham  ad- 
miniftration,  from  the  noble  Marquis  of  that 
name  being  placed  at   the  head  of  the  trea- 
/ury.     But  if  they  had  not  accepted  of  the 
offers  of  the  court,  the  abfolute  and  entire 
expulfion  of  Lord  Bute  muft  have  been  ef- 
feded.     The  new  minifters  faid  they  did  not 
feel,  nor  could  they  difcover,  any  fy mptoms 
of  his  influence.     And  they  condemned  Lord 
Temple's  repeated  refufals  of  the  offers  made 
to  him  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  and  by 
the  King  himfelf,  in  a  great  number  of  pub- 
lications, written  by  their  friends.     At  length 
Lord  Temple  didated,  or  nearly  fo,  but  did 
not  write  any  of  it  himfelf,  a  pamphlet  in 
vindication    of  hjs    condud,    called    "  The 
Principles  of  the  late  Changes  impartially  ex- 
amined;"   ia  which  a  retrofpea:  was  taken 
from  the  negotiation  with  Mr.  Pitt,  in  Au-. 
guft  1763.     To  thofe  who  defire  accurate  in- 
formation of  this  period,  there  are  fome  parts 
of  it  interefting.     The  reader  will  find  fome 
extrads  from  it,  in  the  Appendix,  marked  K. 
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The  new  minifters  did  not  protea:  thciri:. 
felves  againft  the  manoeiivres  of  the  court,  fq 
completely  as  they  might  have  done.     By  an 
omiflion  they  committed  a  great  fault.     This 
omiflion  was,  not  diflblving  the  parliament 
when  they  came  in.     Ample  experience  had 
fhewn  them  the  power  of  the  court  in  parlia- 
ment.    And  though,  by  accepting  of  places, 
they  had  anfwered  the   purpofe  of  the   Fa- 
vourite, in  the  hour  of  his  diftrefs,  yet  they 
could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  want  of  cordi- 
ality in  the  court;  a  want,  which  made  (the 
necelTity  greater,    of  either  dimini/hing  the 
flrength  of  the  court,  or  increafmg  their  own. 
Lord  Shelburne  committed  the  fame  fault  in 
July  1782.     Parliament  ought  to  have  been 
diflblved  on  both  occafions. 

On  the  great  meafure  of  the  repeal  jof  the 
American    ftamp   avSt,    which    was   the   firfl: 
parliamentary  meaftjre  of  the  new  minifter?^ 
Lord  Temple  adopted   his  brother   Mr.   G. 
Grenville's  opinion.     He  thought  that  repeal 
was  nothing  fhort  of  an  abfolute  furrenHer  of 
the  authority  of  Great  Britain  over  the  co- 
lonies. 
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lonies.     This  opinion,  coinciding  with  that  of 
the  court.  Lord  Bute  thought  made  a  favour- 
able opportunity  for  opening  a  frefh  negotia- 
tion with  Lord  Temple,  to  form  another  ad- 
miniftration.     He  firft  applied  to  Mr.  W.  G. 
Hamilton,  who  at  that  time  ftood  fo  high  in 
his  Lordfliip's  eftimation,  that  Lord  Temple 
had  refolved  to  make  him  his  Chancellor  .of 
the  Exchequer,    if  ever  he  accepted  of  the 
treafury  ;    but  Mr.  Hamilton  gave  very  little 
.encouragement    to    the    propofition.       This 
check  did  not  abate  Lord  Bute's  ardour.     He 
next    confulted   Lord  Eglintoun,    who    was 
one  of  Lord  Temple's  friends,    and   one  of 
Mr.  Grenvilic's  alfo.     Lord  Eglintoun   fug- 
gefted    an    interview    of  the    parties,    which 
Lord  Bute    approved    of.     Lord   Eglintoun 
propofed,  that   the   parties   fhould   be   Lord 
Bute,  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Lord  Temple, 
and  Mr.  Grenville.     Lord  Bute  obje(f>ed  to 
the  Duke  of  Bedford.     But  Lord  Eglintoun 
thought  the  fureft  way  to  gain  Lord  Temple 
was  firft  to  gain  Mr.  Grenville,  which  he  was 
certain  could  not  be  accomplifhed  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford.     Upon 
this    explanation  Lord   Bute   afTented;    and 
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Lord  Egllntoun  engaged  to  bring  the  parties 
together.      Mr.  Cadogan   being  fuppofed   to 
l^ave  more  influence  with  Mr.  Grenville  at 
this  time  than  Lord  Eglintoun,  that  gentle- 
man  was  requefted  to  ftate  the  matter  to  Mr. 
Grenville;  which  he  did,  and  Mr.  Grenville 
requefted  Lord  Suffolk  to  acquaint  the  Duke 
of  Bedford.     Lord  Eglintoun  undertook  the 
management  of  Lord  Temple.     But  before 
Lord  Eglintoun   had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
verfing  with  his  Lordfhip  on  the  fubjea,  Mr, 
Grenville  had  informed  his  brother  of  Lord 
Bute's   intention,  and  afked  him  his  opinion 
upon  it.     Lord  Temple,  in  the  mofl:  ftrong 
and  pofitive    terms,    difclaimed  for   himfelf 
every  poffible  kind  of  connexion  with  Lord 
Bute,     immediate,     remote,    and     eventual} 
but  that  he,    his  brother,    might  do  as  he 
pleafed.     This  was  in  the  month  of  January 
1766.     And  when  Lord  Eglintoun  folicited 
his  Lordfhip  to  meet  Lord  Bute,  at  Lord  Eg- 
lintoun's  houfe,  Lord  Temple  replied  that  he 
would  not;  but  Lord  Eglintoun  prc/Tmg  his 
requefl  very  earneftly,  Lord  Temple  repeated 
his  refufal  in  terms  of  v^armth  and  indigna- 
tion.   Before  Lord  Eglintoun  had  opportunity 
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to  inform  Lord  Bute  of  Lord  Temple's  refu- 
fal,  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Lord  Bute,  and  Mr. 
Grenville,  came  to  his  houfe,  according  to 
appointment.  The  conference  was  very  fliort, 
Mr.  Grenville  faid  afterwards  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that  their  converfation  was  con* 
fined  to  one  fubje<3:,  which  was  the  repeal  of 
the  American  ftamp  a£l:,  and  that  they  all 
agreed  it  was  a  mcafure  far^ito  the  authority 
of  Great  Britain, 

Whatever  was  the  kind  of  change  of  ad^ 
miniftration  which  Lord  Bute  had  in  contem- 
plation at  this  time.  Lord  Temple's  refufal  to 
fee  him,  or  to  hold  any  communication  with 
him,  efFeduaily  prevented*  the  defign  being 
attempted;  for  though  it  fhould  feem  that 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Mr.  Grenville  had 
no  objediion,  yet  as  the  party  he  raoft  wanted 
was  not  prefent,  he  made  no  propofal  to 
them. 

Lord  Bute  was  now  filly  convinced,  that 
in  any  future  negotiation  v/ith  Lord  Temple 
or  Mr.  Pitt,  he  muft  be  perfedly  concealed. 

When 
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When  the  repeal   of  the  American  ftamp:aa 
was  aceomplifhed,  the  miniftry  made  over- 
tures to  Mr.  Pitt  to  join  them,  not  fimply  in 
gratitude,  becaufe  he  had  affifted  them  in  that 
repeal,    and   without    which    aflrftance  they 
could  not  have  carried  it ;   hut  becaufe  they 
were  confcious  of  their  own  weaknefs,  and 
wanted  the  infignia  of  potency,  which  they 
felt  and  faw  he  polFeifed.     They  offered  him 
any  fituation  he  would  condefcend  to  accept. 
Thefe  overtures  alarmed  Lord  Bute  exceed- 
ingly.    He  was  perfedly  fenfible  that  Mr. 
Pitt  would  not  accept  without  Lord  Temple. 
By  the  afliftance  of  a  Great  Lady  at  Carlton- 
feoufe,  he  contrived  to  amufe  Lord  Temple, 
during  the  months  of  March  and  April  1766, 
with  the  daily  expediation  of  a  carU  blanche. 
Lord  Temple  was  for  feveral  weeks  the  dupe 
of  this   device;    and  notwithftanding  Lord 
Bute's  vifits  at  Carlton-houfe  were  notorioys, 
yet  this  matter  was  fo  unrcfervedly  declared 
to  be  totally  independent  of  him,  that  had 
not,  by  accident,  the  "  cloven  foot,"  as  Lord 
Temple  called  it,  appeared  unexpedtedly,  the 
deception  might  have  been  artfully  continued 
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fome  time  longer ;  until  perhaps  fome  mea» 
fure,  or  arrangement,  might  have  been  pro, 
jJuced  by  it. 

In  the  prefent  difpofitlon  of  mankind,  ^nd 
ftanding  fo  near  the  time  as  we  do,  when  un^ 
juft  prejudices  are  not  yet  allayed,  and  the 
efFedts  of  falfehoods  are  not  yet  obliterated 
a  writer   reludantly   offers   his   obfervation, 
that  Lord  Bute  muft  have  eftimated  the  acqui- 
fition  of  i^ord  Temple  of  the  utmoft  confe- 
quence  to  himfelf,  or  to  the  country.     If  he 
had  any  of  that  afiedion  for  the  King,  which 
the  King's  attachment  to  him  had  fo  eminent- 
Jy  deferved,  he  ought,  and  he  would,  if  he 
had  been  fmcere,  to  have  yielded  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  mafter,  and  the  interefts  of  the 
nation;  and  to  have  abandoned  every  thought 
of  perfonal  confideration.     But  while  he  re- 
mained obftinately  attached  to  the  continua- 
tion of  his  fecret  influence,  Lord  Temple,  who 
was  always  furnifhed  with  corred:    inform- 
ation   of  certain  fecret  vifits  and  meetings, 
received  with  fufpicion,  and  examined  with 
jealoufy  .every  propofition  that  came  from  the 
court.     To  this  fedulous  attention,  he  owed 
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the  peculiar  honour  of  being  the  only  Engllfh 
.nobleman,  who  had  not  been  fcduced  and  de- 
ceived by  the  intrigues  of  Lord  Bute. 

During  the  recefs  of  parliament,   a  letter 
.written  by  Mr.  Wilkes  to  Lord  Temple,  con- 
taining a  gay  account  of  a  duel  between  Lord 
Talbot  and  Mr.  Wilkes  at  BagOiot,  had  been 
published.    A  little  time  after  parliament  met, 
Lord  Talbot,  in  a  manner  that  was  extremely 
abrupt,  and  in  terms  which  were  extremely 
rude,  accufed  Lord  Temple  of  handing  this 
letter  to  the  prefs.     A  duel  was  very  near 
being  the    confequence.     The   feconds   pre- 
vented it.     Lord  Talbot  was  miftaken  in  his 
fufpicion.     The  letter  was  fent  to  the  prefs  by 
Mr.  Wilkes,  unknown  tp  Lord  Temple. 

Notwithftanding  the  many  difappointments 
Lord  Bute  met  with  in  his  negotiations  with 
Lprd  Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt,  he  was  refolved 
to  perfevere,  until  he  had  gained  th^m,  or 
one  of  them  at  leaft.  Accordingly,  a  few 
weeks  after  the  clofe  of  the  feffion  of  parlia- 
ment,  the  King  ordered  Lord  Northington, 
who  was  at  that  time  Lord  Chancellor,  to  icx^<X 
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for  Mr.  Pitt.  That  gentleman  waited  upon 
his  Majefty  on  the  I2th  day  of  July,  at 
Richmond :  the  King  told  him  he  put  him- 
felf  entirely  into  his  hands  ;  and  that  he 
was  to  form  fuch  an  adminiftration  as  he 
thought  proper,  together  with  Lord  Temple, 
who  he  defired  might  be  immediately  fent 
for. 


The  particulars  of  this  negotiation  havings 
been  fully  and  accurately  ftated  in  the  "  Anec- 
dotes of  the  Life  of  J  ord  Chatham,  Chapter 
xxxi."  it  is  not  neceflary  to  repeat  them  here; 
and  therefore  it  is  only  proper  to  obfer\., 
that  after  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Temple  had 
difagreed,  the  ftate  of  parties  became  exa^ly^ 
what  Lord  Bute  wiflied. 


The  miniftry  who  were  difmiiTed  to  make 
room  for  the  adminiftration  which  had  been 
formed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  who  was  now  created 
Earl  of  Chatham,  were  attached  to  no  fet  of 
men,  they  ftood  alone.  Lord  Temple,  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  Mr.  Grenville,  and  their 
friends,  were  precifely  in  the  fame  fituation. 

Thefe 
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There  two  parties  could  not  unite,  for  thef 
held  oppofite  opinions  on  the  moft  important 
meafures,  and  had  {o  frequently  and  fo  pub- 
licly avowed  thofe  opinions .,  they  could  not 
recede.     Lord  Chatham*s  Hew   miniftry  was 
a  motley  group  ;  it  wascompofed  of  fugitives 
from  all  panics.     Lord  Bute's  friends,  or  the 
King's  friends  as  they  were  more  honourably 
ftyled,  continued  in  their  feveral  places.    Thu^ 
.    every  party  was  in  fb  detached  a  fituation, 
nothing  formidable    could  be  raifed   againft 
him;  and  he  could  always  lend  his  friends 
to  the  fupport  of  whatever  party  he  chofe  to 
favour. 

Lord  Chatham  thought,  from  the  high  au- 
thority that  commenced  the  negotiation  with 
him,  that  Lord  Bute  had  no  concern  in  it : 
but  he  found  himfelf  deceived.     In  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  on  the  2d  ctf  March  1 770,  he  publicly 
confefled  that  he  had  been  duped,  that  there 
was  fomething  behind  the  throne  greater  than 
:the  King  himfelf.     He  could  not  pay  to  Lord 
Temple's    virtue  and  penetration    a   greater 
cQmplimeut.  , 
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At  length  thefe  two  great  men  were  recon- 
ciled; but  not  until  after  Lord  Chatham  had 
quitted  the  court.  Lord  Bute  enjoyed  his 
triumph  in  having  gained  one-half  of  the 
meafure  he  had  been  fo  long  contending 
for.  The  reconciliation  gave  him  no  con- 
cern :  his  fyftem  at  that  time  was  too  firmly 
eftablifhed  to  be  fhaken  by  any  party  what- 
ever. 


Lord  Temple  continued  in   oppofition  to 
the  meafures  of  the  court,  which  he  confidered 
to  be  thofe  of  Lord  Bute,  or  his  delegates ; 
particularly  the  proceedings    concerning   the 
Middlefex  eledion,  and  the  war  with  Ame- 
rica.    His  fentiments  on  both  thofe  fubjeds 
may  be  fc^n    in  the  parliamentary  debates. 
When  Mr.  Grenville  died  in  the  year  1770, 
and  that  gentleman*s  friends  went  over  to  the 
court,  the  pofl:  of  Lord  Privy  Seal  was  offered 
to  Lord  Temple,  which  he  rejeded  with  in- 
dignation.    In  the  year   1775  it  was  again 
fignificd  to  his  Lordfliip  that  he  might  have 
it  if  he  thought  proper.     But  he  always  faid, 
he  never  would  wear  Lord  Bute's  livery.     His 
Lordfliip  died  in  the  year  1779. 

[Some 
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f  Sr^me  particulars  in  this  article  have  £0  clofe 
an  aflSnity  with  the  anecdotes  of  Lord 
Chatham's  life,  tliat  the  Editor  has  in  cnc 
or  two  places  been  under  th©  nectflit¥  of 
repeating  the  fad  in  order  to  coaned 
the  matter.] 
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CHAPTER    XVilt 

T'JIE  LATE  RIGHT  HONOURABlEr 
GEORGE  GRENVILLE. 

ConnMon  with  the  lajl  Chapter.     Negotiation 
for  Peace,     Sir  Charles  Knowless  Plan  for 
taking  the    Hava?inah',    prefented  to    Mri 
Grenville,  to  Lord  Temple^  to  Mr,  Pitt,  to 
l^ordAnfon,   to   the  Duke  of  Cumberland. 
Fortunate  Efcape  of  Admiral  Pococke.     Mr^ 
Grenville  differs  with  Lord  Bute  on  demand-^ 
ing  an  Equivalent  for  the  Havannah,     Mr. 
Grenville  removed  to  the  Admiralty,  and  Lor4 
Halifax  made  Secretary.    Mr,  Grenville  com^ 
plimented  with  a  tellerjhip  of  the  Exchequer 
for  hts  Son,     Correfpondence   of  the  Nego* 
tiation  for  Peace  fuppofed  to  be  lojl.     Mi^ 
fiflers  took  their  Papers  away  when  removed. 
Mr,  Grenville  appointed  Flrjl  Lord  of  the 
Treafury.     Lawyers  not  Politicians,     Per^ 
fecutlon  of  Mr,  Wilkes.     Lord  Bute's  Letter 
to  the  King.     American  Affairs.      ProJeSi 
of  new^rfiodelllng  all  the  American  Govern^ 
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mcfits.  The  Outluies  of  the  Deftgn,  Trtre 
Caufe  of  the  Stamp  J£f.  Mr.  Grenvilk  not 
the  Author  if  that  ASl,  Impolicy  of  it, 
Mr.  Mauduifs  Account  of  a  Conference  with 
Mr,  Cre?tvillc,  Remarks  on  that  Paper, 
Governor  Bernard's  Letter.  Trade  and  Con- 
neSfion  with  America  explained.  Mr.  Gren^ 
ville  deceiixedi  removed.  Stamp  A£i  re- 
pealed. The  Plan  of  fubjugating  America 
coTitittued.  Montcalm's  Letters.  Mr.  Gren- 
ville  faves  the  Public  Credit  of  all  Europe. 
The  King's  Efieemfor  Mr.  Grenville  exprejjed 
►    upon  two  Occafions, 

A  HIS  Chaptef  follows  the  preceding  with 
fuch  particular  propriety^  that  it  may  almoft 
be  called  a  part  of  it;  and  to  be  feparated 
from  it  only  for  the  fake  of  diftinftion  and 
perfpicuity.  But  it  is  not  the  Editor's  in- 
tention to  enter  into  the  memoirs  of  this  gen- 
tleman ;  but  only  to  ftatc  fome  particulars  of 
his  condud,  during  the  prefent  King's  reign, 
which  have  either  efcaped  the  m^tice  of  other 
writers,  or  have  been  much  mifrejprefented  by 
them.  "• 
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tte  wa3  appointed  Treafurer  of  the  Navy 
in  the  late  King's  reign,  but  notwithftanding 
hi^  family  refigned  their  places  in  the  month 
of  Odlober  1761,  he  continued  in  the  fame 
office  until  May  1762;  when  he  was  made 
Secretary  of  State  in  the  room  of  the  Earl  of 
Bute,  who  went  to  the  Treafury.     In  this 
fituatiort  he  was  neceflarily  a  member  of  the 
cabinet  at  the  commencement  of  the  nego* 
tiation  for  peace  ;  which  foon  after  followed 
in  the  fame  year.     In  the  progrefs  of  this 
negotiation,   a  circumftance  occurred  which 
induced   him   to  quit   the   cabinet   and   his 
office.      An    accommodation    however   was 
made  for  him  with  the  Earl  of  Halifax,  who 
jvjis  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  for  an  ex- 
change  of  places  :  Mr.  Grenvillewebt  to  the 
Admiralty,  and  Lord  Halifax  became  Secre- 
tary  of  State. 

This  circumftance  was  the  capture  of  the 
Havannah ;  an  acquifition  that  was  totally 
unexpeaed.  As  there  arc  fome  curious  and 
xnterefting  particulars  concerning  this  con- 
queft,  which  have  not  been  laid  before  the 
public,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  infert  them 
«ere. 
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The  merit  of  the  plan  of  rhis  conqileft 
belongs  to  the  late  Admiral  Sir  Chadcs 
Knowles;  who,  tr.  Jij-.  return  from  Jamaica 
in  the  year  i75!5,  •  .ailed  on  the  captain 
of  the  man  of  war,  in  which  he  was  coming 
home  paiTenger,  to  put  in  at  the  Havan- 
nah.  Admiral  Knowles's  f>?^"!.  ♦■ion  at  that 
moment  was  no  more  than  curiofity,  to  obtain 
a  view  of  this  celebrated  place.  Being  a  time 
of  peace  with  Spain,  he  was  permitted  to  go 
througjii  all  the  fortifications,  and  through  all 

parts  of  the  town  and  environs. ^A  few 

weeks  previous  to  Mr.  Pitt's  refignation, 
which  was  in  the  early  par.  of  the  month  of 
Qdober  1761,  when  a  war  with  Spain  was 
fuppofed  tt  be  more  than  probable,  Sir  Charles 
made  a  corred  copy  of  all  his  plans  and 
f.  papers,  taken  and  written  upon  the  ipot,  re- 
lative to  the  Havannah,  anrl  recommended  in 
a  very  ftrong  w^mcvial  ai  immerUate  attack 
upon  that  place,  in  cafe  of  a  war.  Thefe  plans 
and  papers  he  put  into  the  handc.  of  Mr. 
Gvenville,  accompanied  with  a  requeft  to  re- 
•commend  them  to  Mr.  "^itt.  But  Mr.  Gren 
ville,  in  order  to  give  tli  pi  iOl  the  bei  Sup- 
port he  could,  begged  leave  to  refer  it  to  T  ord 
Temple,  his  Lordfliip  being  more  in  the. con- 
fidence 
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lidence  of  Mr.  Pitt  than  any  other  perfon. 
Lord  Temple   highly  approved  of  the  pro- 
pofal,  and  gave  to  it    his   warmeft  recom- 
mendation  to  Mr.  Pitt.     A  war  with  Spain 
was  not  at  this  moment  quite  certain;  yet  very 
nearly  fo :  but  Mr.  Pitt  fo  eagerly  embraced 
the  whole  plan,  that  in  cafe   the  war  with 
Spain  had  commenced  during  his  continuance 
in   power,  his  fixed   determination  was,    to 
have  ordered  the  fleet  and       ny  he  had  fent 
againft  Martlnico,  as  foon  as  they  had  reduced 
that   iUand,   to   go   immediately  againft  the 
Havannah ;  and  to  have  fent  to  them  timely 
reL  forcements  fufficient  to  enfure  the  fuccefs. 
And  m  orrler  to  have  every  neceffary  prepa- 
ration  r-ady  fur  the  undertaking,  he  fent  the 
papers  ...  Lo-d  Anfon,  at  that  time  Firft  Lord 
ofthey^dm     '7.   BrMhe  expulfion  of  Lora 
Temple  and  Mr.  i .  ^  from  the  State  following 
aim  ft  immediately  after  thefe  confultations, 
the  plan  and  th^  defign  L.y  dormant ;  until 
Sir  Charles  Knowles  fome  t'    e  after  the  war 
againft  Spain  had  been  c^eelared    fent  another 
copy  of  the  whole  of  his  paper     o  the  D  ke   ' 
of   Cumberland:    thus   the    matter   revived. 
Notwithftanding  the  entir.  approbation    and 
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the  refpedlability  of  thofe  great  perfons  whof 
had  recommended  this  plan  yet  Lord  Anfon 
declared  it  to  be  in  many  parts  injudicious 
and  improper:  he  therefore  framed  another  j 
or  at  leaft  new-    pdelled  the  fiift.     But  the 
delay  and  unwillingnefs  manifeft  in  executing 
every  part  of  the  plan,  were  very  nearly  prov» 
}ng  fata!  to  the  expedition,     Mr.  Pitt's  idea 
of   fending  the   force   from    Martinico  was 
adopted;    but  with  a  moft  maUcious'  view, 
The  reinforcements  fent  from  England,  confift- 
ing  of  only  four  fhip.^  of  the  line  and  four  regi- 
ments, did  not  f  ul  from  Portfmouth  until  the 
month  of  March  1762;   though  they  might 
and  ought  to  have  failed  fix  weeks  fooner; 
and  confequently  would  have  arrived  before 
the    fickly  feafon,    by  which    they  fufFered 
dreadfully,  and  would  have  found  the  Spa- 
niards almoft  unprepared.     But  what  is  mof^ 
extraordinary,  and  wholly  Inexplicable,  is,  that 
when  they  arrived  ^t  Martinico,  they  were 
ordered,  in  cafe  that  ifland  was  not  fubdued, 
to  abandon  the  attempt,  and  to  take  ^way  the 
whole  of  the  BritKh  force  there,  and  proceed 
to  the  Havannfih.     But  it   fortunately  hap- 
pened, that  G^eral  Mo^ckton  had  completed 
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the  conqueft  of  Martinico  before  Lord  Albe- 
marle   arrived ;    and   thereby  the   hopes   of 
thofe  who  would  have  rejoiced  in  a  mifcar- 
riage  at  Martinico  were  difappointed.     There 
was  another  clrcumftance  not  lefs  fortunate: 
when  Admiral  Pococke  failed  from  Eno-Jand 
with  the  four  fhips  and  the  four  regiments 
the  French  had  a  fleet  of  twelve  fail  of  the 
line  lying  at  Cape  Francois,  under  the  com- 
mand of  M.  Blenac.     If  the  French  officer 
had  been  vigilant,  he  might  have  intercepted 
Admiral  Pococke  and  captured  him  ;  and  why- 
he  did  not,  was  the  furprife  of  every  body  in 
France  and  England  at  that  time. 

When  the  intelligence  of  the  conqueft  of 
the  Havannah  arrived  in  London,  which  was 
in  the  month  of  Odober  1762,  the  negotia- 
tions for  peace  between  France,  Spain,  and 
England  were  far  advanced ;  and  many,  if 
not  all  the  principal  conditions  were  agreed 
upon :  but  a  very  extraordinary  negligence, 
or  fomething  worfe,  appeared  in  thefe  nego- 
tiations ;  for  though  all  the  powers  knew  of 
the  expedition  gone  againft  ihe  Havannah, 
y^t  no  mention  was  made  of  it  in  the  nego- 
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tiation.     It  feems  to  have  been  underftood, 
confidentially  no  doubt,  that  whatever  might 
be  the  event  of  the  expedition,  it  fhould  makq 
po   change   in  the  conditions  of  peace;    it 
was  to  be  reftored,  if  taken.     It  is  only  in 
this  manner  that  the  condua:  of  Lord  ButQ 
on  this  point  can  be  explained.     Fortunately 
the  preliminaries  were  not  figned  when  the 
news  came.      In   the  firft  council  after   the 
receipt  of  the  intelligence,  Mr.  Grenville  im.^ 
mediately  propofed  that  the  Havannah  ihouM 
be  included  in  the  «//  pojidetis.     Lord  Bute 
infifted  th^t  the  negotiation  was  too  far  ad* 
vanced    to    admit   of  any   alteration;    that 
though  the  event  was  in  our  favour,  yet  he 
v^ry  muph  dreaded  that  our  making  ^ny  frefh 
demand  on  this  account  would  prevent  the 
peace  taking  place  for  fome  time.     Mr.  Gren- 
ville faid    he    did    not   objed    to   reftoring 
the  Havannah  to  Spain;    all  he    contended 
was,  that  Spf^in  or  France,  or  both,  fhould 
make   a   fompenfation   for  it:    either  Porto 
Rico  and  St.  Lucie,  or  Florida  and  the  entire 
property  of  Juqatan,  fhould  be  demanded  for 
it,     Lord  Bute  refufed  tQ,confent   to  eitjie^ 
pf  thefe  proportions  being;  macje :  \ipon  which 

Mr. 


HIGHT    HON.    G.  GRENVILLE.  JV 

Mr.  Grenville  declared  his  refolutian  of  quiu 
ting  the  cabinet ;    and,  upon  an  accommo* 
dation   being  made  with  Lord  Halifax,    hp 
went  to  the  Admiralty ;  which  removed  him^ 
from  all  farther  concern  with  the  negotiation^ 
However,  Lord  Bute,  in  a  very  little  time, 
either  changed  his  fentiments,  or  beg^n  to  be 
afraid  of  the  coniequences,  as  he  thought  proper 
to  make  the  demand  of  Florida  only;  which 
\vas  readily  granted.  But  if  the  interefts  of  Great 
Britain  had  been  confidered,  Porto  Rico  and 
Jucatan  were  infinitely  preferable ;  and  if  any 
cftimation  is  to  be  put  on  the  facility  of  gain- 
ing Florida,  it  will  not  be  doubted  that  Porto 
Rico,  Jucatan,  and  St.  Lucie  might  alfo  have 
been  obtained  if  they  had  been  firmly  infilled 
upon.    Spain  would  have  bought  the  Havan- 
nah  at  any  price  ;  and  perhaps  flie  gave  more 
for  it  than  the  world  is  yet  acquamted  witlu 

a 

Mr.  Grenville's  accommodation  on  this 
point  did  not  pafs  without  its  reward.  He 
was  complimented  with  the  reverfion  cf  the  firft 
vacant  tellerlhip  of  the  Exchequer,  for  his  eldeft 
fpn;  who  fucceeded  to  it  in  the  month  of  April 
1763,  upon  the  death  of  Lord  Waldegrave. 
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There  were  feveral  other  parts  of  the  treaty 
of  peace  with  France  and  Spain  not  Icfs  in* 
terefting  to  the  public  i  and  had  the  corre* 
fpondence  relative  to  the  negotiation  been  laid 
before  parliament,   which  it  ought    to  have 
been,  a  clue  to  certain  tranfaaions  might  have 
been  found,  that  would  have  led  to  fome  dif- 
coveries  which    might   have    aftonifhed    the 
Briti(h  nation,  and  perhaps  all  Europe.     But 
probably  this  correfpondence  is  not  now  in 
exiftence  ;  or  if  it  lliould  be  found,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  it  will  be  in  fome  private  fcrutoire  |. 
for  at  this  tinj/e  the  cabinet   minifters  con- 
fidered  all  their  official  correfpondence  as  their 
private  papers,  and  their  own  property ;  and 
when   they  or    any  of   them  quitted    their 
fituations,    they   took    from   the  offices   all 
fuch  original  papers  and  letters  as  had  come 
there  during  their  adminiftration.     This  prac- 
tice might  be  prudent,  in  the  apprehenfion  of 
confequences,  but  it  was  unjuft  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  to  the  country. 

When  Lord  Bute  refigned  the  place  of  Firft 
Lord  of  the  Treafury,  which  has  been  ex- 
plained in  the  preceding  Chapter,  Mr.  Gren- 
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viHe  was  appointed  his  fucceflbr  on  the  i6th 
of  April  1763:    the  fortuitous  circumftancea 
of  the  times  placed  him  in   this    fituation; 
which,   though  he  filled  with  integrity  and 
unblemilhed    honour,    as   a    gentleman,    he 
wafkted  that  fpecies  of  genius  which  is  moft 
ufeful  to  a  minifter- — a  comprehenfive  mind* 
He  had  been  bred  to  the  law;  and  had  he 
been  permitted  to  continue  in  that  line,  there 
is  no  vain  opinion  hazarded  in  offering  a  pro- 
bable conjedure,  that  he  would  have  com- 
mitted to  pofterity  a  more   honourable  cha- 
jrader  than  either  Lord  Hardwicke  or  Lord 
Mansfield.    But  Lord  Cobham  thought  other- 
wife,  and  made  him  a  flatefman :  when  his 
Lordlhip  joined  thePelhams  in  the  year  1744, 
Mr.  Grenville  was  made  a  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty ;  therefore  he  could  no  longer  appear 
?it  the  bar.     But    there   is  fomething    in  the 
habit  or  pradice  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  law, 
which  feems  to  confine  the  mind  to  diflinO: 
points  J  whether  it  is  from  the  cafes  of  indi- 
viduals claiming  their  daily  attention,  or  the 
peculiar  contradion  of  their  fludies,  certain 
it  is,  that  fcarcely  one  lawyer  in  an  age  can 
be  calle4  a  politician,  though  fo  many  affume 
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the  name.  They  are  too  apt  to  limit  their 
principles  and  ideas  to  the  focus  of  an  ad  of 
parliament.  In  the  great  debate  on  the  repeal 
of  the  American  ftamp  aa,  Mr.  Grenville 
maintained  the  narrow  ground  of  a  legillative 
authority:  Lord  Chatham  took  the  broad 
ground  of  conftitution^I  right. 

Even  Mr.  Knox,  who  had  obligations  to 
Mr.  Grenville,  and  was  confequently  partial 
to  him,  fpeaks  very  coldly  of  his  genera! 
knowledge.  His  words  are  thefe  :— «*  He 
(Mr.  Grenville)  was  not  well  acquainted  with 
the  internal  ftate  of  Ireland ;  a^d  he  knew 
ftill  lefs  of  the  circumftances  of  the  American 
colonies."  This  is  not  very  like  the  language 
of  a  friend,  whatever  it  may  be  of  candour. 

The  principal  features  of  Mr,  Grenville's 
adminiftration  are  the  perfecution  of  Mr, 
Wilkes,  and  the  oppreffion  of  North  America: 
neither  of  which  can,  perhaps,  be  flriaiy 
called  his  own.  But  it  was  not  until  after  his 
death  that  it  was  authentically  known  thefe 
meafures  had  not  originated  with  himfelf; 
that  they  had  been  fuggeiled  to  him  by  others 
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—by  the  confidents  of  Garlton-houfe,  and 
the  confidents  of  Lord  Bute.  So  true  it  is 
that  minifters  have  often  been  feduced  into 
paths,  without  feeing  the  hand  that  led  them. 
He  had  too  much  of  referve  in  his  temper, 
and  of  what  the  French  call  hauteur  in  his 
manner,  to  open  himfelf  freely  even  to  his 
friends;  fo  that  he  became  his  own  enemy 
as  to  his  real  difpofition,  and  wholly  fo  in 
bearing  the  odium  of  thefe  meafures. 

In  the  perfecution  of  Mr.  Wilkes  he  was 
probably  fincere.  That  gentleman  had  treated 
him  with  foiue  feverity,  on  account  of  his 
having  attached  himfelf  firft  to  Lord  Bute, 
and  afterwards  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford;  and 
thereby  having  totally  feparated  himfelf  from 
his  family.  They  felt  the  lofs  of  him;  and 
therefore  could  not  ftomach  what  they  na* 
turally  called  a  defertion  of  them.  In  fami- 
lies, thefe  divifions,  though  not  of  a  private 
nature,  are  too  frequently  fpoken  of  in  terms 
of  acrimony.  The  friends  of  the  parties  are 
too  prone  to  adopt  the  linguage  of  the  prin- 
cipals; which,  in  tito  courfe  of  circulation, 
foon  reaches  the  ea.i  of  minifters,  who  never 
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forget  the  divide  et  impera,   nor  to  pia^ifej 
improve,  and  apply  the  cafe  of  the  moment 
to  the  exifting  circumftances  of  the  period* 
It  is  a  matter  extremely  to  be  regretted,  that 
political  perfecutions  in  England  have  feldom 
had  their  true  foundation   in  the  pretended 
crime  affigned.    Th^y  have  originated  in  fome 
perfonality,  or  oppofition  to  fome  line  of  po- 
Htics  purfued  by  the  Minifter.     The  perfecu- 
tioa  of  the  North  Briton  was  generally  fup- 
pofed  to   have  been  occafioned  by  the  ffth 
number  of  that  paper,  which  was  publifhed 
many  months  before  Mr.  Grenville  became 
Minifter. 

In  the  firft   Overtures  of  the  negotiation, 
which  Lord  Bute  opened  with  Mr.  Pitt,  m 
the  month  of  Auguft  1763,  he  Ihewed  a  par^ 
tiality   for  Mr.  Grenville.     His  firft  propofi- 
tion  was  to  continue  him  at  the  head  of  the 
treafury:  but  Mr.  Pitt  would  not  confent  to 
it.^    Lord  Bute  finding  that  his  plan  of  a  coa* 
lition  was  impradticable,  had  recoude  to  the 
expedient   of    introducing   Mr.   Pitt   to   the 
King,  who  propofed  Lord   Northumberland 
for  the  treaiUryj   to  which  Mr,  Pitt  alfo  re- 
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fufed  his  aflent.  The  negotiation  broke  off, 
and  Mr.  Grenville  was  entrepted  by  the  King 
to  continue  in  hie  fituation.  The  minifterd 
were  exceedingly  offended  with  Lord  Bute 
for  his  attempt  to  difplace  them.  The  noto- 
riety of  the  faa:  revived  and  confirmed  the 
general  fufpicion  of  Lord  Bute*8  fecret  influ- 
ence. Upon  this  occafion  it  was  that  Lord 
Bute  wrote  a  letter  to  the  King,  foliciting  his 
Majefty's  permiiTion  to  withdraw  himfelf  from 
all  public  and  private  counfels.  One  of  Lord 
Bute's  friends,  who  feems  to  have  been  well- 
informed,  has  given  the  following  account  of 
this  letter  ; 


He  wrote  a  letter  i:<\  his  gracious  Sove- 
reign, «  humbly  ftating  the  refolution  which, 
for  the  King's  fervice  as  well  .?s  for  his  own 
eafe,  he  had  thought  himfelf  obiJ^^ed  to  take: 
and  then  to  remove  all  occafions  of  jealoufy, 
he  retired  to  his  houfe  in  Bedfordihire  for 
the  whole  enfuing  winter  1763-4.  The  letter 
gave  Mr.  Grenville  no  claim  to  expedt  of  the 
Earl  of  Bute  his  retirement  from  the  concerns 
of  ftate;  no  right  to  complain  of  breach 
of  faith,  if  he  fliould  afterwards  have 
^^  ftepped 
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ftepped  forwards,  and  been  received  by  tti^ 
crown  into  the  management  of  affairs,  dther 
open  and  avowed^  or  fecret  and  confidential} 
becaufe  that  letter  had  nothing  in  it  of  the 
nature  of  a  compad  vnth  Mr.  Grenville  of 
any  other  perfon.     The  letter  was  not  written 
until  after  Mr.  Grenville  had  agreed  to  ftay 
In  the  King's  fervice.     There  Was  jt  paffage 
in  the  letter  which  exprefsly  mentioned  Mr* 
Grenville's  determination  to  keep  his  employ^ 
ment,  as  an  event  that  had  aarually  takeii 
place.     The  letter,  as  I  have  fiiid,  was  decla- 
ratory of  the  Earl  of  Bute's  wifh  and  intention 
to  withdraw  from  the  King's  bufinefs,   for 
reafons   which  concerned   the  quiet   of   his 
Majefty's  government,  as  well  as  the  repofe 
of  the   Earl   of   Bute   himfelf '*      Interejlmg 
Letters y  vol,  ii.  page  69.  edit,  1767. 


ivj 


M 

i"!' 

There  needs  no  ftronger  proof  of  Lord 
Bute's  fecret  influence  than  this  letter.  He 
refolves  upon  z.  temporary  abfence  from  the 
capital,  to  his  own  houfe,  very  little  more 
than  thirty  miles  diftant,  with  the  filly  hope 
of  changing  appearances.  He  renounces 
-nothing:  on  the  contrary,  his  advocate  fays^ 

that 
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that  it  IS  no  breach  of  faith,  if  he  fhould  ftep 
forward  again  in  the  management  of  affairs, 
either  open  and  avowed  or  fecret  and  confi- 
dential. The  laft  Chapter  is  the  fulled  com- 
mentary  on  the  text* 

With  regard  to  the  affairs  of  America,  Mr. 
Grenville  had  no  concern  whatever  in  the  firft 
caufes  of  the  difquietudes  there.     They  ori- 
ginated in  the  projeds  which   were   formed 
while  Lord  Bute  was  in  office.     It  was  ob^ 
vious,  from  the  fucceffes  of  the  war,  that  the 
continent  of  North  America  muft  belong  to 
Great  Britain.     A  plan  was  recommended  by 
a  naval  officer  from  Bofton,  of  new- model- 
ling the  governments  of  that  country.     This 
fcheme  commenced,  in  idea,  before  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  peace  in   1763.     The  projea 
was  flattering  to  the  Minifter,  becaufe  it  gave 
him  an  immenfe  increafe  of  patronage,  and 
if  any  caufe  can  be  affigned  for  his  preferring 
Florida  to  Porto  Rico,  it  muft  be  the  further 
increafe  of  patronage,    and   making   Florida 
into  two   governments.     A  junto    of   fyco- 
phants  and  confidents,  whom  Lord  Bute  en- 
couraged, and  with  whom  he  principally  ad- 
V^^-  "•  G  vifed. 
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vifed,  eagerly  embraced  this  proied:  of  diflti- 
buting  the  American  revenues  amongft  their 
relations  and  dependents. 

When  the  peace  was  concluded,  the  Britifli 
army  was  not  withdrawn.  Several  pretences 
were  made  for  keeping  it  in  America;  fuch  as 
an  Indian  war,  and  the  neceflity  of  having 
garrifons  in  the  back  fettlements.  The  firft 
meafure  was  a  divilion  of  the  country  into 
military  diftrids,  with  a  brigadier-general  in 
each,  all  of  them  depending  upon  the  com- 
mander in  cliief,  who  was  totally  independent 
of  the  civil  power. 
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This  fcbcixie  of  new-modelling  the  govern- 
ments in  America,  in  order  to  increafe  the 
power  and  patronage  of  the  crown,  was  the 
fole  caufe  of  the  war,  and  the  lofs  of  America. 
It  is  true,  that  occafional  circumftances  were 
the  immediate  caufes  of  particular  events ;  but 
it  is  always  to  be  remembered,  that  thofe  cir- 
cumftances, and  every  inftrud:ion  fent  to 
America,  from  the  refignation  of  Mr.  Pitt  in 
the  month  of  Odober  1761,  to  the  defeat  of 
General  liurgoyne  in  the  month  of  Odobt 
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^ll'h  originated  '  x  the  great  dcfign  of  i 
dering  America  fubfervici.    to  the  purpofes  c 
the  Minifter. 
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The  prominent  features  of  the  grand  plan 
were  thefe:  Firft,  to  raife  a  revenue  iu  Ame- 
rica by  ad  of  parliament,  to  be  appliet^ 
fupport  an  army,  to  pay  a  large  falary  le 

governor,    anochei    to   the    lieutenant^       er- 
nor,  falarics  to  the  judges   of  the  la       and 
ac'  niralty:   thus,  the  whole  government,  ex- 
ecutive and  ju.   ^lal,  was  to  be  rendered  en- 
tirely independent  of  the  peop^-,  and  wholly 
dependent  on  the  Minifter.     Second,  to  make 
a  new  divifion  of  the  colonies,  to  reduce  the 
number  of  them  by  making  the  fmall  ones 
more  extenfive,  to  make  them  all  royal  go- 
vernments, with  an  ariftocracy  in  each.    Tais 
order  of  ariftocrats  was  not  intended  to  be 
hereditary,  but  fomething  like  the  T.ords  of 
Seffion  in  Scotland,  for  life  only.     But  in  a 
Httle  time  they  would  doubtlefs    .ave  become 
hereditary,  like  the  nobility  of  Trance,  whofe 
origin  is  fimilar.     See  the  article  in  the  Ap- 
pendix marked  L.     Amherft   was   the   firft 
perfon  who  fuggefted  the  idea  of  an  American 
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peerage;    at  one  time  he  had  thoughts   of 
being  created  an  American  peer,  with  prece^ 

dency  of  all  others. 

I 

In  order  to  fupport  this  military  fyftem, 
which  was  only  the  bafis  of  the  plan,  it  was 
neceifary  to  create  a  fund  to  eftablifh  a  reve- 
nue, which  would  foon  have  been  followed 
by  a  fyttem  of  corruption.  This  gave  rife  to 
the  American  ftamp  a<a. 

The  American  (lamp  a£t  forms  the  other 
principal  feature  of  Mr.  Grenville's  admini- 
ftration.  The  great  zeal  with  which  he  de- 
fended this  a6t,  gave  rife  to  a  general  opinion 
that  the  aft  was  his  own  meafure;  and  it  was 
not  until  neair  feven  years  after  his  death 
that  the  public  were  undeceived  in  this  matter. 
On  the  fifteenth  day  of  May  in  the  year 
1777,  Mr.  Charles  Jenkinfon,  who  had  been 
private  fecretary  to  Lord  Bute,  and  is  now 
Earl  of  Liverpool,  faid  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  •'  ^at  the  meafure  of  the  ftamp 
aft  was  not  Mr.  Grenville's;  if  the  aft  was  a 
good  one,  the  merit  of  it  was  not  due  to 
Mr,  Grenville;    if  it  was  a   bad  one,    the 

errors 
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errors  or  the  ill  policy  of  it  did  not  belong  to 
him." 


Whether  the  account  of  the  fpeech  is  per- 
ieaiy  correa,  as  to   the  exaft  words  of  it, 
may  be  uncertain:    but  it  is  udqueftionably 
true,  that  the  fpeech  aflured  the  Houfe,  that 
Mr.  Grenville  was   not   the   author  of  the 
ftamp  aa.     He   adopted  it,  becaufe  it  was 
agreeable  to  his  ideas  of  raifing  a  revenue  in 
America.     Thofe  who  flattered  him  with  this 
unhappy  notipn,  were  refugees  from  America, 
who  were  driven  from  thence  for  miiconduA, 
and  who,  in  motives  of  refentment,  offered 
their  feveral  plans    for  diftreffing  America^ 
Unfortunately  this  projed  of  a  ftamp  aa  was 
adopted,    without   refleaing   that   a  greater 
revenue  was  obtaining  from  America  by  an 
increafing  trade,    and  an  ir.creafing  popula- 
tion, than  was  praaicable  by  any  direa  mode ' 
of  receiving  it.    Commerce  gave  it  copioufly, 
but  circuitoufly;  and  though  this  abundantly 
mcreafed  the  wealth  of  bfith  countries,  and, 
as  Lord  Chatham  faid,  carried  us  triumphant-* 
I7  through  the  great  feven  years  war,  yet  it 
was  not  intelligible  to  the  country  gentlemen, 
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not  fo  flattering  to  the  friends  of  prerogative, 
as  the  patronage  of  an  army  of  revenue  officers. 

Although  Mr.  Grenville  fell  into  this  fatal 
fyftem,  yet  he  was  not  at  firft  particularly  at- 
tached to  the  meafure  of  the  ftamp  aifl.     His 
ardent  defire   was   to  gain   a  revenue  from 
America.     His  wifhes  went  no  further ;  and 
as  to  the  mode,    he  was  then  indifferent  to  it, 
whether  it  was  by  ftamps  or  any  thing  elfe. 
In  the  month   of  March   1764,  he  propofed 
in  the  Committee  of  Supply  a  number  of  re- 
folutions  concerning  America  ;  one  of  which 
was  this  ftamp  ad;  the  other  refolutions  all 
pafled,    but  this  was  put  off  till  next  year. 
At  the  end  of  the  feffion,  the  American  agents 
went  to  him  in  a  body.     Of  the  conference 
which  took  place  between  the  Minifter  and 
the  agents,  Mr.  Ifrael*  Mauduit  has  given  an 
Account;  but  as  the  paper  is  in  few  hands,  it 
will  not  be  improper  to  print  it  here. 


^■■ffl 


"  I  ihall  give  a  plain  narration  of  fads, 
which  fell  within  my  own  knowledge,  and 
which  I  think  it  a  debt  due  from  me  to 
Mr,  Greliville*s  memory  to  relate. 


«  T 
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"  In  the  beginning  of  March  1764,  a 
number  of  refolutions,  relative  to  the  planta- 
tion trade,  were  propofed  by  Mr.  Grenville, 
and  pafled  in  tae  Houfe  of  Commons. 

•*  The  fifteenth  of  thefe  was:  «  That,  to^ 
'  wards   the  further   defraying  the   faid  ex- 

*  pences,  it  may  be  proper  to  charge  certain 

*  ftamp  duties  in  the  faid  colonies  and  pian^ 

*  ations.* 


[The  agent  for  Georgia,  in  his  account  o£ 
this  conference  with  Mr.  Grenville,  explains 
this  refolution  in  thefe  words:  «  In  the  year 
1764,  the  colonies  were  'nade  acquainted 
through  their  agents,  that  a  revenue  would 
be  required  from  them,  towards  defraying  the 
•  charge  of  ibz  troops  kept  up  among  them:'] 

"  The  other  refolutions  were  formed  into 
the  plantation  ad::  but  the  fifteenth  was  put 
off  till  the  next  feffion:  Mr.  Grenville  de- 
claring,  that  he  was  willing  to  give  time  to 
•the  colonies  to  confider  of  it,  and  to  make 
their  option  of  raifing  that,  or  fome  other  tax. 
The  agents  waited  feparately  on  Mr.  Grenville 

^4  upon 
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Upon  this  matter,  and  wrote  to  their  fcvcral 
colonies.  At  the  end  of  the  feflions  we  went 
to  him,  all  of  us  together,  to  know  if  he  ftill 
intended  to  bring  in  fuch  a  bill.  He  anfwered, 
he  did ;  and  then  repeated  to  us  in  form, 
what  I  had  before  heard  him  fay  in  private, 
and  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons:  *  That  the 
late  war  had  found  us  feventy  millions,  and 
left  us  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty 
millions  in  debt.  He  knew  that  all  men 
wiflied  not  to  be  taxed:  but  that  in  <hefe  un- 
happy circumftances,  it  was  his  duty,  as  a 
fteward  for  the  public,  to  make  ufe  of  every 
juft  means  of  improving  the  public  revenue: 
that  he  never  meant,  however,  to  charge 
the  colonies  with  any  part  of  the  intereft  of 
the  national  debt.  But,  befides  that  public 
debt,  the  nation  had  incurred  a  great  annual 
expence  in  the  maintaining  of  the  feveral 
new  conquefts,  which  we  had  made  during 
the  war,  and  by  which  the  colonies  were  fo 
much  benefited.  That  the  American  civil 
and  military  eftablifhment,  after  the  peace 
of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  was  only  70,000/.  per 
ann.  It  was  now  increafed  to  350,000/. 
*  This  was  a  great  additional  expence  iqcurred 

*  upon 
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*  upon  an  AmericaH  account:  and  he  thought, 

*  therefore,  that  America  ought  to  contribjute 

*  towards   it.     He   did  not  expeft  that  the 

*  colonies  fhould  raife  the  whole ;    but  fome 
« part  of  it  he  thought  they  ought  to  raife, 

*  And  this  ftamp  duty  was  intended  for  that 

*  purpofc, 

*  That  he  judged  this  method  of  raifing 
the  money  the  eafieft  and  moft  equitable; 
that  it  was  a  tax  which  would  fall  only 
upon  property;  would  be  colIe<aed  by  the 
feweft  officers;  and  would  be  equally  fpread 
over  America  and  the  Weft  Indies  ;  fo  that 
all  would  bear  their  fliare  of  the  public 
burden.' 


"  He  then  went  on;  *  I  am  not,  however 

*  fet  upon  this  tax:   if  the  Americans  diflike 

*  it,  and  prefer  any  other  mtthod  of  raifmg 

*  the  money  themfelves,  I  fhall  be  cqntent. 

*  Write  therefore  to  your  feveral   colonies ; 

*  and  if  they  choofe  any  other  mode,  I  fKall 

*  be  fatisfied,    provided  the  money  l?e   but 

*  raifcd/ 


'■'<  * 
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**  Upon  reading  over  this  narration  with 
Mr.  Montagu,  who  was  then  agent  for  Vir- 
ginia, and  prefent  at  this  conference  with 
Mr.  Grenville,  I  have  his  authority  to  fay, 
that  he  entirely  aflents  to  every  particular. 


ib 


AH  thefe  particulars  I  had  before 
heard  from  Mr.  Grenville,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  at  his  own  houfe;  and  had 
wrote  to  the  Maffachufet's  afiembly  accord- 
ingly, 

*'  The  following  extrads  contain  their  an- 
fwer  on  this  head ; 

•  SIR,  Boftorr,  June  14,  17(^4. 

*  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  have  re- 

*  ceived  your  feveral  letters,  ^r.      *      *      * 

♦  ****♦♦**** 
«     #      «      ■«      ^ 

*  The  actual  laying   the  (lamp  duty,  you 

•  fay,  is  deferred  till  next  year,  Mr.  Grenville 

•  being  willing  to  give   the  provinces  their 

*  option   to    raife    that,    or     fome    equiva- 

•  lent    tax;    defirous,    as     he     was    pleafed 

*  to  exprefs    himfelf,    "  to   confult   the  eafe 

'  and 


RIGHT   HON.   O.  ORENVILLE.  9I 

*and    quiet,    and     the     good-will    of   the 

*  colonies." 

'  If  the  cafe,  the  quiet,  and  the  good-will 

*  of  the    colonies  are  of  any  importance  to 

*  Great   Britain,    no  meafures   could   be  hit 

*  upon,  that  have  a  more  natural  and  dire^fc 
« tendency  to  enervate  thofe  principles,  thaa 

*  the  refolutlons  you  inclofed. 

*  The  kind  offer  of  fufpending  this  ftamp 

*  duty  in  the  manner,  and  upon  the  condi- 

*  tion  you  mention,  amounts  to  no  more  than 

*  this,  that  if  the  colonies  will  not  tax  them- 
'  felves,  as  they  may  be  direded,  the  parlia- 

*  ment  will  tax  them. 


*  You  are  to  remonftrate  againft  thefe  mea- 

*  fures,  and,  if  poffible,  to  obtain  a  repeal  of 

*  the  fugar  ad:,  and  prevent  the  impofition  of 

*  any  further  duties  or  taxes  on  the  colonies. 

*  Meafures   will  be  taken  that  you  may  be 

*  joined  by  all  the  other  agents.' 

"  One  of  thefe  meafures  was  the  printing 
this  letter,  and  fending  it  the  other  colony 
aiTemblics. 

"After 
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"  After  their  own  exprefs  acknowledgment 
therefore,  no  one,  I  fuppofe,  will  doubt,  but 
that  they  had  the  offer  of  raifmg  the  money 
themielves ;  and  that  they  refufed  it.  Which 
is  all  that  I  am  concerned  to  prove. 

Israel  Mauduit." 

This  paper  is  infidious.  The  infinuation 
is  obvious ;  it  is  this,  that  America  refufed  to 
give  any  aid  or  affiftance  to  Great  Britain: 
no  infinuation  could  be  more  unjuft  than  it 
was.  ,  Becaufe  the  Americans  refufed  to  tax 
themfelves  in  the  year  1764,  when  they  were 
deeply  in  debt,  does  it  follow  that  they  never 
would  comply  with  any  requifttton  from  the 
mother  country  \  They  often  had  done  it. 
The  point  in  difpute  was,  not  whether 
the  Americans  would  be  taxed,  but  whether 
they  Ihould  be  taxed  as  the  Britifh  and  Irifh 
^re,  by  an  aflembly  chofen  by  themfelves; 
or  by  an  affembly  in  which  they  never  had  a 
fiiiglereprefentative.  At  the  time  the  ftamp  aft 
was  pafled,  America  was  in  fuch  a  fituation 
as  made  the  attempt  to  tax  her,  not  lefs  tinjuji 
than  impolitic  :  the  teftimony  of  Governor 
Bernard  upon  this  fubjed  is  decifive.  The  foU 
lowing  extrads  are  made  from  his  ninth  letter; 

'«*  Pofton, 
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"  Bofton,  Nov.  23,  1765. 

•••  "  A  little   confideration   would 

have   made   it  at  leajl  doubtful^  whether  an 
inland  taxation  of  the  Americans  was  pradi- 
cable  or  equitable  at  this  time.     If  I  had  had 
the  queftion  put  to  me,  I  think  I  fhould  have 
proved  the  negative  in  both  particulars.     It 
muft  have  been  fuppofed,  that  fuch  an  inno-* 
vatton    as   a   parliamentary  taxation    would 
caufe  a  great  alarm,   and  meet  with  much 
oppofition   in    moft   parts   of  America.      // 
was    quite   new   to    the  people,   and  had  no 
vifible  bounds  Jet  to  it.     The  Americans  de- 
Glared  they  would  not  fubmit  to  it  before  the 
ad  paffed ;   and  there  was  the  greateft  pro- 
bability that   it  would    require    the    utmoft 
power  of  government  to  carry  it  into  exe- 
^"fion Was  this  a  time  to  in- 
troduce fo  great  a  novelty  as  a  parliamentary 
inland  taxation  into  America  ?    Nor  was  the 
time   lefs   favourable   to  the  equity  of  fuch 
a  taxation.     I  don't  mean  to  difpute  the  rea- 
fonablenefs  of  America  contributing  to   the 
charges  of  Great  Britain,  when  ihe  is  able ; 
nor,  I  believe,  ^ould  the  Americans  tbemfelvls 
bava  difputed  it  at  a  proper  time,  and  feafin. 

But 
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But  it  fhould  be  confidered  that  the  American 
governments  themfelves  have,  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  the  late  war,  contraSled  very  large 
debts^  which  it  will  take  fome  years  to  pay  off, 
and  in  the  mean  time  occafion  very  hurdenfome 
taxes  for  that  purpofe  only.     For   inftance, 
this  government,  which  is  as  much  before- 
hand as  any,   raifes  every  year  thirty-feven 
thoufand   live   hundred  pounds  fterling,  for 
finking  their  debt,  and  muft  continue  it  for 
four  years  longer,  at  leaft,  before  it  will  be 
clear.    .......    It  were  much  to  be  wifhed 

that  America  could  be  brought  to  the  ftate  it 
was  in  two  years  ago,  when  there  was  a  ge- 
neral difpofition  to  fubmit  to  regulations  and 
requifitions^  necefl'ary  to  the  reformation  of 
the  governments,  and  afcertaining  their  re- 
lation to  Great  Britain.  But  that  time  is  pajl^ 
and  not  to  he  retrieved.^* 

Without  entering  into  the  wifdom,  the  po- 
licy, or  the  intereft  of  the  American  ftamp 
adt,  which  would  now  be  nugatory,  and  la- 
bour loft ;  it  may  not  be  unufeful,  as  hiftory, 
to  add,  that  Great  Britain  had  confined  all  the 
American  trade  to  herfelfs  that  the  Americans 

had 
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had  fubmitted  to  this  limitation,   becaufe  it 
was  for  the  general  good  of  the  empire.    And 
here  it  would  be  uncandid  not  to  admit  their 
argument,   in  the  way  of    balance,    to  the 
f.h'arge  made  againft  them  of  refufmg  to  be 
taxed.    They  faid  that  they  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed as  credit,  in  the  account  of  the  national 
income  and   expences,   the   fum  of  money 
which  they  loft  by  being  obliged  to  fell  their 
commodities  cheaper  to  Great  Britain,   than 
they  could  get  for  them  at  foreign  markets  ; 
this  difFerente  they  averred  was  a  tax  upon 
America,  for  the  good  of  the  empire.     They 
were  obliged  Hkewife   to  take  commodities 
from  Great  Britain,  which  they  could  purchafe 
cheaper  elfewhere.  This  difference  they  infifted 
was  alfo  a  tax  upon  America  for  the  good  of  th- 
empire.     And  they  further  afferted,  that  three 
millions  of  Americans,   (which  at  that  time 
was  the  fuppofed  number  of  them  advanced 
to  the  ftate  of  maturity,)  by  being  obliged  to 
export  to  Great  Britain  only,  ahd  to  import 
from  Great  Britain  only ;  and  the  quantities 
of  Britifh  manufadures  which  they  confumed, 
ultimately  paid  more  taxes  and   duties  than 
any  three  millions  of  perfons  in  Great  Britain 
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or  Ireland ;  and  they  appealed  to  the  public 
accounts  for  the  truth  of  this  aflertion. 

« 

If  the  features  of  this  very  fhort  ftatement 
are  acknowledged  to  be  thofe  of  juftice  and 
truth,  it  muft  follow,  that  the  impolicy  of 
attempting  to  tax  America,  at  this  time,  is 
eftabliflied :  but  here  it  is  to  be  remembered 
that  policy  made  no  part  of  the  confideration. 
A  great  defign  had  been  formed  of  altering 
the  government  of  America,  and  this  diftin(ft 
meafure  was  only  a  gradus  in  the  elevation. 
Mr,  Grenville  was  the  dupe  of  the  defigners, 
without  perceiving  it.  His  idea  was  to  gain 
a  revenue  from  America,  it  went  no  further : 
but  their  idea  was  to  make  a  new  cojiquejl  of 
America,  which  extended  to  every  thing,  and 
did  not  leave  to  the  inhabitants  any  thing 
which  they  could  call  their  own.  If  this 
plan  had  fucceeded,  the  Americans  would 
*  have  been  as  abfolute  flaves  to  the  minions  of 
Lord  Bute,  as  the  Englifli  were  to  the  foldiers 
of  William  the  Conqueror. 

In  the   year  1 765  Mr.  Grenville  was  re- 
X09ved  from  the  adminidration,  in  the  manner 

that 
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that  has  been  related  in  the  pfecedirig  Chipfgrj 
and  many  of  the  fubfequent  events  having 
alfo  been  related  in  the  preceding  Chapter,  it' 
is  not  neceflary  to  repeat  them  here.     In  the 
year  1766,  during  the  adminiftration  of  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham,  the  ftamp  ad  Was 
repealed,  not  with  a  vie-v  of  crufhing  the  in^ 
tended  colonial  fyftem,  but  as  a  meafute  of. 
expediency  to  reftore  tranquillity.     The*mil 
niftry  do  not  feem  to  have  viewed  the  ftkihp 
aa  as  a  part  of  a  plan  of  fubju^    ioii ;  but 
Lord  Chatham  feems  to  have  viewed  it  in  that 
light,  when  he  faid,  (in  the  debate  upon  the 
repeal,)  «  I  rejoice  that  America  has  refifted. 
Three  millions  of  people  fo  dead  to  all  the 
feelings  of  liberty  as  to  fubmit  to  be  flaves, 
would  have  been  fit   inftruments  to  make 
flaves  of  the  reft." 

In  the  fame  feffion  that  the  ftamp  ad  was 
paffed,  another  bill  was  introduced,  making  it 
lawful  for  military  officers  in  the  colonies  to 
quarter  their  foldiers  in  private  houfes.  This 
was  indifputably  with  a  view  of  enforcing  the 
grand  defign  of  entire  fubjugation.  The  co- 
lonifts   were    all    alarmed:    the  agents  and 

^^^-  ^^-  H  American 
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American  merchants  all  oppofed  it,  declaring^ 
that  under  fuch  a  military  power  «o  one 
could  look  upon  his  houfe  as  his  own,  or 
think  he  had  a  home,  when  foldiers  might  be 
thruft  into  it,  and  mix  with  his  family,  at 
thC;  pleafure  of  an  officer :  upon  which  this 
part  of  the  bill  was  dropt.  But  there  was 
•j^ipther  clauie  in  it  which  obliged  the  aflem- 
blies  to  find  quarters  for  the  foldiers,  and  to 
fuxnifh  them  with  firing,  bedding,  candles, 
beer,,  rum,  and  other  articles,  at  the  expence 
pf  ^e  colony,  which  pafled  into  a  law  j  and 
ivas  not  repealed  with  the  ftamp  a£l, 
p.,  "  ■  ■     .  ■  . 

Notwithftanding  there  were  frequent  changes 
of  minifters  in  the  fubfequent  years,  yet  the 
junto  pf  confidants,  who  had  been  originally 
cntrufted  with  a  plan  againft  America,  per- 
fevered  throughout  every  adminiftration,  (ex- 
cept Lord  Chatham's,)  in  making  advances 
towards  the  attainment  of  the  grand  objed ; 
until  at  length  the  colonies  were  driven  into 
rebellion,  i -dependence,  and  feparation.  Philip 
the  Second  loft  the  Netherlands  in  the  fame 
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Afliirances  were  m<.ae   to  Mr.  Grenville 
that  America  had  entertained  thoughts  of  in- 
dependency fo  early  as  the  year  1 757  ;  a„d  to 
confirm  thefe  affurances,  fome  letters,  written 
It  was  afferted,  by  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm 
Governor  of  Canada,  in  the  years  17^7  ,7,8 
and  1759,  ftating  thefe  opinions,  were  put 
mto  his  hands.    Mr.  Grenville  gave  full  credit 
to  thefe  papers :    after  his  death  they  were 
publilhed.     AH    the   Americans    reprobated 
them  as  forgeries,  they  infifted  that  Montralm 
never  wrote  them,  that  they  were  fabricated  fo 
deceive  and  provoke  the  Englift  government 
agamft  America.    This  opinion  prevailed  with 
Ae  public,  and  the  letters  were  in  general 
difcredited. 

There  is  another  circumftance  of  Mr.  Gren^ 
ville's  adminiftration  which  it  may  not  be  imi 
proper  to  take  notice  of. 

A  little  time  after  the  conclufion  of  the 
war,  the  bafe  money  which  had  been  coined, 
and  forced  into  circulation  during  the  war* 
hy  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  fome  other 
powers,  having  come  into  the  hands  of  mer- 
chants, bankers,  and  traders,  who  ]bad  been 
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obliged  to  receive  it,  the  depreciation  of  it, 
on  the  return  of  peace,  fell  upon,  and  ruined 
many  of  them ;    and  would  have  extended 
the  fame  fate  to  many  more ;  and  to  feveral 
in    England,  who  were  connedled  with  the 
houfes  in  Amfterdam,  Hamburgh,  and  Berlin, 
which  were  the  greateft  fufFerers,  had  not  Mr. 
Grenville  zealoufly  interpofed  with  his  whole 
weight  and  authority,  as  minifter,  in  their 
favour.     He  requefted  the  Britiih  merchants 
to  give  a  liberal  credit  to  the  houfes  abroad, 
which  were  injured  by  this  depreffion,  and 
inftead  of  limiting,  to  increafe  their  exports 
to  them  5  and  he  requefted  of  the  Governors 
and  Diredors  of  the  Bank  of  England,  to 
give  their  full  countenance  to   the   Englifti 
houfes  by  an  ample  difcount  of  bills.     By 
thus  lending  the  afliftance  of  the  Britifh  go- 
vernment in  a  critical  hour,  he  ftopped  the 
alarm  of  a  general  failure,  which  might  fpread 
throughout  Europe  in  a  very  little  time.     Mr. 
Grenville  was  entitled  to  great  praife  for  the 
perfonal  exertions  he  made  in  this  important 
bufmefs.     It  may  be  truly  faid  of  him,  that 
he  faved  the  credit  of  almoft  every  bank  in 
Europe. .  '         •  "     „     - 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Granville's  fpirited  behaviour  on  the 
French  feizing  Turk's  Ifland  in  the  year  1764, 
his  Navy  bill,  his  bill  for  trying  controverted 
eleaions,  together  with  feveral  other  "circum- 
ftances  of  his  condud,  are  traits  of  his  cha- 
rafter,  which  refled  great  honour  on  his  me- 
mory as  a  minifter,  and  particularly  as  a  le- 
giflator.  But  thefe  matters  have  been  all 
ftated  in  other  books,  and  it  is  not  the  defign 
of  this  work  to  repeat  what  has  been  already 
printed ;  except-  the  extrafts  and  papers  in 
the  Appendix,  which  are  explanatory  and 
fcarce,       ■  ',>     '    ' 

Two  months  after  his  deceafe,  which  hap- 
pened in  the  month  of  November  1770,  fe, 
veral  of  his  friends,  who  had  been  attached 
to  him  in  the  hopes  of  his  return  to  power^ 
offered  themfelves  to  Lord  North,  and  were 
accepted.  When  the  Earl  of  Suffolk  came  to 
kifs  hands  on  being  appointed  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  the  King  foothed  him,  with  faying, 
**  That  he  lamented  very  much  the  lofs  of  hijs 
Lordfhip's  friend,  that  great  and  good  man 
Mr.  Grenville,  who  was  an  honour  to  human 
nature."     And  upon   another  occafion,  the 
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King  expreflfed  the  lame  fentiments  of  Mr. 
prenviUe  :■  this  was  on  the  delivery  of  the 
Spaniih  refcript  in  the  month  of  June  1779  j 
when  his  Majefty  ordered  all  his  cabinet  mi-» 
nifters  to  attend  him  at.  .the  Queen's  Houfe 
in  St.  James's  Park.  They  were  fhewn  into 
the  library,  where  there  was  a  long  table,  and 
chairs  for  every  one  of  them,  and  aa  armed 
chair  at  the  top  for  himfelf.  They  were  de-i 
iired  to  be  feated,  which  beiijg  done,  his  Ma-* 
jefty  made  a  long  fpeech  to  thc^m.  He  began 
with  exprefling  his  regard  for, Mr.  Grenville, 
and  his  concern  for  the  lofs  of  him;  and 
afterwards  declared  his  refolution  to  carry  on 
the  war  againft  America,  France,  and  Spain  5 
and  if  they  approved  of  it,  he  gave  them  an 
^flurance  of  his  firmeft  fupport.  They  all 
acknowledged  their  perfeifj:  devotion  tp  hi| 
Majefty's  cominapds.  . 
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fTHOMAS  WHATELY,  Es^, 
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^j  7V^^/.  Letters  to  htm  from  Governor 
Hutchinfon  and  Lieutenant  Governor  Oliver 
Jljewn  to  different  Perfons ;  fent  to  America 
by  Dr.  Franklin.  Refolutions  in  America 
upon  them.  Petition  to  remove  the  Governor 
and  Lieutenant  Governor.  t)uel  between 
Mr.  Temple  and  Mr.  William  Whately,  '.     - 

1  HIS  gentleman  was  Secretary  to  the 
Treafury  during  Mr.  Grenville's  adminiftrar 
tion.  He  was  the  author  of  two  tra<3;s  written 
in  defence  of  Mr.  Grenville. 

The  firft  was  called  "  Remarks  on  the 
Budget."  A  pamphlet  had  been  publiihed, 
called  «  The  Budget,"  which  contained  a  fe- 
vere  attack  on  Mr,  Grenville's  meafures  of 
finance,  and  the  Remarks  were  a  defence  oif 
thofe  meafures  in  anfwer  to  it, 
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The  other  trad  was  called  "  Confideratibns 
oh  the  Trade  and  Finances  of  this  King^ 
dom,  and  on  the  Meafures  of  Adminiftration, 
with  refpe£t  to  thofe  great  National  Objects 
fince  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace."  This  ia 
another  defence  of  Mr,  Grenville's  fyftem  of 
finance,  and  of  the  principal  meafures  of  his 
adminiftradon,  in  which  there  is  a  good  deal 
of  ufeful  information, 


'.'■y.. 


The  inoft  remarkable  circumftance  con- 
cerning this  gentleman  is  relative  to  his  Ame-* 
rican  cbrrefpondence,  on  account  of  the  con^ 
fequences  whicli  attended  it.  In  the  years 
1767,  1768,  and  1769,  Thomas  Hutchinfon, 
Efq.  Governor  of  Maflachufetts  Bay,  and 
Andrew  Oliver,  Efq.  Lieutenant  Governor, 
wrote  feveral  letters  to  Mr.  Whately,  giving 
very  full  accounts  of  the  ftate  of  the  province, 
the  difpofitions  of  the  principal  inhabitants, 
the  meafures  which  they  conceived  moft  pro- 
per to  be  taken,  and  their  own  opinions  and 
fentiments  upon  all  thefe  at  confiderable 
length.  The  fubjeds  of  all  thefe  letters  being 
the  public  affairs  of  America,  which  at  that 
time  engaged  the  public  attention  in  England, 

and 
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and  being  written  by  perfonS  in  high  autho. 
rity,  Mr.  Whately  Ihewed  them  to  Mr.  Gren- 
vyie,  who  ihewed  them  to  Lord  Temple,  and 
t%  were  Teen  by  other  gentlemen.  When 
Mr.  Whately  died,  which  was  in  the  month, 
of  June  1772,  thefe  letters  came  into  the  pof- 
feflion  of  a  gentleman,  who  put  them  into 
the  hands  of  Dr.  Franklin,  at  that  time  agent 
for  the  province  of  which  they  gave  fo  fqll 
an  account :  Dr.  Franklin  fent  them  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of 
MaiTachufetts  Bay.  In  the  month  of  June 
1773,  the  Speaker  laid  them  before  the  Houfe. 
On  reading  them,  the  Houfe  was  highly  ofl 
fended  with  the  Governor  and  Lieutenant 
Governor  ;  feveral  ftrong  refolutions  againft 
them  were  agreed  to ;  two  or  three  of  which 
will  be  fufPcient  to  quote,  to  ihew  the  fenfe 
pf  the  Houfe.,., 
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«*  Refolved,  That  it  clearly  appears  from  the 
letters  figned  Tho.  Hutchinfon  and  Andrew 
Oliver,  that  it  was  the  defire  and  endea- 
vour of  the  writers  of  them,  that  certain  ads 
of  the  Britifh  Parliament  for  raifmg  a  revenue 
in  America  might  be  carried  into  effed  by 
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military  force.     That  there   have    been  for 
many  years  paft  meafures  contemplated,  and 
a  plan  formed  by  a  fet  of  men,  born  and  edu- 
cated among  us,  to  raife  their  own  fortiiW^, 
and  advance  themfelves  to  pofts  of  honour 
and-  profit,   not  only  to   the   deftrudion  of 
the  conftitution  of  this  province,  but  at  the 
expence   of  the   rights  and  liberties  of  the 
American   colonies.      That  the  faid   perfons' 
have  been  fome  of  the  chief  inftruments  in 
the  introdudion  of  a  military  force  into  the 
province  to  carry  their  plans  into  execution. 
That  this  Houfe  is  bound  in  duty  to  the  King 
and  their  conftituents,  humbly  to  remgnftrate 
to  his  Majefty  the  condudt  of  his  Excellency 
Thomas  Hutchinfon,  Efq.  Governor,  and  the 
Honourable  Andrew  Oliver,  Efq.  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  this  province;  and  to  pray  that 
his  Majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  remove  them 
for  ever  from  the  government  thereof.'* 

Conformable  to  the  laft  refolution,  the 
Houfe  agreed  to  a  petition  to  the  King  to 
remove  the  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Govern 
nor  for  writing  the  letters  to  Mr.  Whately, 
This  petition  was  heard  before  the   Privy 

Council 
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Council  at  Whit£hall,  on  the  29th  day  of 
January  1 774 ;  when  it  was  difmiffed  after  a 
long  fpeech  made  by  Mr.  Wedderburne,  now 
Lord  Loughborough,  in' defence  of  the  Go- 
vernor and  Lieutenant  Governor,  in  which  he 
reproached  Dr.  Franklin  with  great  feverity 
and  bittemefs  for  fending  the  letters  to  Ame- 
rica*    .  . 


r 


When  it  was  known  .in  England  that  the 
letters  to  Mr.  Whately  had  been  laid  before 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  Maffachufetts 
Bay,  the  fufpicion  of  fending  them  to  Ame- 
rica fell  upon  Mr.  John  Temple,  an  American 
gentleman  at  that  time  in  England ;  and  there 
were  fome  circumftances,  which,  before  they 
were   explained,  feemed   to  give  foundation 
to  the  fufpicion.     This  matter  brought  on  a 
duel  between  Mr.  Temple  and  Mr.Williamc 
Whately  brother  of  Mr.  Thomas  Whately. 
As    the     circumftances   were   fmgular,    the 
reader  will  find  an  account  of  them  in  the 
Appendix,  marked  M. 

Mr.  Whately  alfo  wrote  a  trad  on  laying 
out  pleafure  gro^i^iJ^,and  gardens. 
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Names  of  the  Tra&s  written  hy  him*^-^- 

1  HIS  gentleman  was  private  fecretary  to 
Mr.  Grenville,  during  the  time  that  gentle- 
man was  Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  and  au- 
thor of  many  political  tradts,  chiefly  written 
in  vindication  of  that  minifter's  condud. 
They  were  principally  the  following: 

"  The  Anatomy  of  a  late  Negotiation." 
The  negotiation  here  fpoken  of,  is  that  which 
Lord  Bute  brought  on  between  the  King  and 
Mr,  Pitt,  in  the  autumn  of  the  year  1763. 
The  fad§  are  purpofely  mifreprefented,  fo 
make  Mr.  Pitt  appear  haughty  and  Lord  Bui:< 
verfatile, 

,     "  A  Vindication  of  the  Conduct  of  the 
Miniiby  ' .    he  cafe  of  Mr.  Wilkes."     This 

relates 
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relates  to  the  apprehenfion  of  Mr.  Wilkes  by 
the  general  warrant,  his  commitment  to  the 
Tower,  and  his  difcharge  by  the  Court  o'f 
Common  Pleas;  highly  commending  tho  mi- 
niftry  for  their  zeal  in  defending  the  honout 
of  the  King. 

«  A  Defence  of  the  Majority  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  on  the  Queftion  relating  to 
General  Warrants."  This  was  an  anfwer  to 
Mr.  Townfhend's  Defence  of  the  Minority 
on  the  fame  queftion.  It  was  in  reply  to 
this  Defence  of  the  Majority  that  the  ce- 
lebrated «  Letter  on  Libels  and  Warrants"  was 
writtten. 

"  An  Honeft  Man's  Reafons  for  declining 
to  take  a  Part  in  the  New  Adminiftration." 
This  was  the  adminiftration  of  1765,  com- 
monly called  the  Rockingham  Adminiftration. 
The  reafons  affigned  are,  that  Lord  Bute  re- 
moved the  late  miniftry,  and  in  a  little  time 
would  remove  the  prefent.  It  was  afcribed 
very  generally  to  Lord  Lyttelton,  becaufe  his 
Lordfhip  had  refufed  the  offers  which  were 
piade  to  him. 
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"  A  Critical  Review  of  the  New  Admirii^ 
ftration."  This  is  an  anfwer  to  two  pamphlets 
Written  by  Sir  Grey  Cooper ;  one  was  called 
«*  A  Pair  of  Spedacles  for  fhort-fighted  Poli- 
ticians;" the  other,  "  The  Merits  of  the  New 
Adminiftration  truly  ftated."  See  the  article  of 
Sir  Grey  Cooper, 

•'  The  Condudt  of  the  late  Adminiftration 
examined,  relative  to  the  Repeal  of  the  Ame- 
rican Stamp  Ad:.'*  This  trad  (which  is  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  pages)  is  an  able  com- 
pofition,  and  the  greateft  part  of  it,  if  not 
all  of  it,  was  didated  by  Mr.  Grenville  him- 
felf.  Thofe  perfons  who  wifli  to  fee  a  defence 
of  the  ftamp  a<St,  and  a  difplay  of  what  the 
writer  confiders  the  impolicy  of  repealing  it 
,  will  read  this  work  with  pleafure. 

Mr.  Burke  having  written  a  little  trad- 
called  "  A  ftiort  Account  of  a  late  ihort  Ad- 
miniftration," Mr.  Lloyd  wrote  an  anfwer  to 
it,  which  was  called  "  A  true  Hiftory  of  a 
late  fhort  Adminiftration."  Thefe  fmall  trads 
contain  all  the  features  of  the  Rockingham  ad- 
miniftration in  miniature.  J 

I  «  An 


CHARLES    LLOYD,   ESQ.  m 

"  An  Examination  of  the  Prludples  and 
boafted  Difmtereftednefs  of  a  late  Right  Hon. 
Gentleman;  in  a  Letter  frooi  an  old   Man  of 
Bufmefs  to  a  Noble  Lord."     This  trad:  was 
written  upon  the  change  of  the   miniftry  in 
the  year   1766,  when   Mr.  Pitt,  who  is  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  alluded  to,  was 
created  Earl  of  Chatham.    The  noble  Lord  to 
whom  it  is  pretended  to  be  a  letter  was  Lord 
North.     It  is  a  vindication  of  Lord  Temple's 
condua  in  rejeaing  the  offers  of  the  court, 
and  blames  Lord  Chatham  for  accepting  them. 

"  A  Word  at  Parting,  to  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Bedford."  This  fmall  trad  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  friends 
joining  the  miniftry  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1767,  and  abandoning  Mr.  Grenville. 

Befides  thefe,  he  wrote  many  ElTays  and 
Letters  in  the  public  papers,  on  political  tem- 
porary fubjeds,  which  are  now  loft.  He  was 
brother  to  the  Dean  of  Norwich, 
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CHAPTER  XXr. 

WILLUM  KNOX,  Es^. 

Advocate  for  the  American  War.  Secretary  to 
Lord  George  Germaine,  His  State  of  the 
Nation  \  ajjljled  by  Mr»  Grenvilk.  Other 
Publications, 

A  HIS  gentleman  was  another  of  Mr. 
Grenville's  friends;  and  was  a  very  ftrenuous 
and  perfevering  advocate  of  the  Britifli  mea- 
fures  againft  America.  He  "v^ras  agent  for 
Georgia;  and  Under  Secretary  of  State  to 
Lord  Hillfborough,  and  to  Lord  George  Ger- 
maine, during  the  American  war.  To  his 
zeal  and  fuggeftions,  many  of  the  unfortunate 
meafures  againft  America  were  afcribed,  and, 
he  fuftained  much  hatred  from  the  Americans 
on  that  account.  He  was  the  author  of  fe- 
veral  tradts  on  American  fubjedts,  the  princi- 
pal of  which  was, 

«  The 


William  knox,  esq.  h^ 

"  The  Controverfy  between  Great  Britain 
and  her  Colonies  reviewed."  It  is  obvioufly 
a  work  of  much  labour,  and  contains  extradls 
from  many  papers.  The  writer's  view  is  to 
Aipport  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  tax 
America. 


He  was  alfo  the  writer  of  a  trad  intitled 
«  The  Prefent  State  of  the  Nation;  particu- 
Wly  with  refpea  to  its  Trade,  Finances,  &c.'' 
This  pamphlet  was,  at  firft,  afcribed  to  Mr. 
Grenville;  and  Mr.  Burke,  by  his  pamphlet 
intided  "  Obfervations  upon  it,"  gave  a  tem^ 
porary  currency  to  that  opinion.  Mr.  Gren- 
ville undoubtedly  affifted  the  writer  with  ma- 
terials and  arguments,  but  the  compofition 
belongs  entirely  to  Mr.  Knox.  It  confifts 
principally  of  a  defence  of  Mr.  Grcnville's 
miniftry  and  meafures,  and.  a  condemnation 
of  the  Rockingham  miniftry,,  and  their 
meafures. 
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Mr.  Knox  has  alfo  publifhed  two  fmall  vo- 
lumes, called  "  Extra-official  State  Papers  j'* 
which  contain  many  ufeful  hints. 
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The  two  following  Letters  are  not  unworthy 
of  the  reader's  notice  : 

"  Sir,  5th March  ly&j. 

*'  Letters  having  been  written  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  late  Board  of  Trade,  and  to  my 
colleague,  for  the  laft  fix  months,  as  Under 
Secretary  of  State,  in  the  American  depart- 
ment, and  to  all  the  clerks  who  have  been  de- 
prived of  their  fituations  in  thofe  offices  by 
their  fuppreffion,  acquainting  them,  that  the 
Lords  Commiflloncrs  of  the  Treafury  had 
made  them  all  allowances  in  compenfation  of 
the  incomes  they  had  been  deprived  of;  and 
no  fuch  letter  having  come  to  me,  I  am  con- 
ftrained  to  give  you  the  trouble  of  this  letter, 
to  requeft  the  favour  of  you  to  move  their 
Lordlhips  to  permit  you  to  inform  me  on 
what  account  it  is  that  I,  who  had  ferved  as 
Under  Secretary  to  every  Secretary  of  State 
that  has  filled  the  American  department,  from 
its  inftitution  to  its  fuppreflion,  and  even  at- 
tended the  Earl  of  Shelburne  when  that  de- 
partment was  abforbed  in  the  domeftic,  until 
his  LordHiip  was  more  ably  ferved,  fhould 
be  the   only  perfon  paffed   over  upon,  this 

occafion. 
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Occafion    without  compenfation,     and  even 
without  notice. 

"  lam,  Sir,  &c. 

«  ^       n         T.r  .»    "  "^^^^lAM  Knox. 
"  Gbo.  Rose,  Efq.'* 

Copy  of  Mr.  Rose's  Anfwer,  dated  17th  of 

March  1783. 
"  Sir,  ♦ 

"  Upon  reading  to  my  Lords  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  Treafiiry  your  letter,  dated  the 
5th   inftant,   refpeding  a   compenfation   for 
your  office  of  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  American  department,  I  am  direded  to 
acquaint  you,  that  my  Lords  are  of  opinion 
that  you.  have  no  claim  whatever  to  a  com- 
penfation for  the  lofs  of   your   office,    you 
having   already   a  penfion    of    fix   hundred 
pounds  a-year  for  yourfelf,  and  the  like  fum 
for  Mrs»  Knox. 

"  lam.  Sir,  &c. 

"  Geo,  Rose." 
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CHAPTER  XXIL 
LORD  GEORGE  GERMAIN. 

Public  Prejudice,     His  ConduB  in  early  Life^ 
and  Chara6ler,      Behaviour    at    Fontenoy, 
Bis  parrel  with  Prince  Ferdinand.     His 
Condu&  at  Minden,     Objervations  upon  it, 
Antient  Virtue,    Modern  Indifference,    Com" 
mencement  of  the  American  War,     Letter  of 
the  late  Sir  Jofeph  Tates,     Anfwer  to  it. 
Lord  George  Germain  appointed  Secretary  of 
State,     Management  of  the  London  Gazette, 
Surrender  of  Lord  Cornwallis,      Difagree- 
ment  in  the  Minifiry.     The  Misfortune  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  imputed  to  Lord  Sandwich^ 
and  to  Lord  George  Germain,     This  Difa- 
'      greement  appears  in  Parliament,     Conduct  of 
Mr,  Dundas  and  Mr,  Rigby,     Application 
to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,     Subjlance  of  his  Letter 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor,      Meeting  of  the 

Secret 
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Secret     Cabinet.       Lord    George    Germain 
removed. 

J\N  unfavourable  opinion,  haftily  adopted, 
was  formed  of  the  charadler  of  this  noble 
Lord,  from  his  condudt  at  the  battle  of 
Minden ;  and,  like  moft  precipitate  opinions 
of  charader,  was  not  wholly  juft,  for  what- 
ever reprehenfion  his  condua  on  that  day^ 
might  deferve,  it  ought  not  to  extend  to  every 
other  circumftance  of  his  life. 


At  an  early  age  he  fhewed  himfelf  worthy 
of  his  anceftors.  Nature  had  been  to  bim  a 
generous,  a  partial  parent :  fhe  had  equally 
bellowed  her  ftriking  ornaments  on  his  exter* 
nal  form,  and  on  his  mind.  To  a  graceful 
perfon,  and  to  an  agreeable,  manly,  and  ex- 
preffive  afped,  (he  had  joined  an  accurate 
judgment,  acutenefs  of  thought,  and  elegance 
of  imagination.  Without  thefe  properties 
in  fome  degree,  learning  and  manner,  hov^pi. 
ever  elaborately  imprefled  on  the  body  and  on 
the  intelled,  produce  but  cold  effeds. 
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During  his  youth,  he  became  conyerfant 
with  the  manners  of  the  court.  There  he 
foon  acquired  that  inftantaneous  politenels, 
that  habitual  eafe  and  flexibility  of  behaviour, 
which,  within  the  limits  of  ftrid  moral  ho- 
nour, improve  and  refine  the  man.  But  to 
deceive  and  to  betray,  thofe  barbarous  arts 
which  are  daily  taught,  and  confummately 
pra^ifed  in  the  circle  of  a  court,  he  never 
would  adopt. 

This  encomium  is  not  taken  from  vague 
report;  nor  is  it  the  language  of  adulation. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  officers  who  ferved  under 
him,  and  who  were  his  intimate  acquaintance. 
The  pidture  of  him  which  they  drew  did 
much  honour  to  the  original.  They  have  af- 
firmed, that  in  his  behaviour  as  a  man,  and 
in  his  deportment  as  a  commander,  dignity 
was  moft  happily  tempered  with  eafe,  and  the 
ftridtnefs  of  military  difcipline  with  mildnefs 
and  affabilky; — that  he  was  a  moft  inftrudive 
and  engaging  companion,  a  moft  faithful  and 
zealous  friend,  and  a  moft  humane  protestor 
of  his  dependents.     And  from  whom  are  we 

to 
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to  exped,  rather  than  from  thofe  by  whom 
he  was  thus  reprefented,  a  true  account  of  his 
fecial  qualities  ?  He  has  been  accufed  of  pride 
and  haughtinefs,  but  the  charge  is  more  invi- 
dious than  true.     As  from  great  abilities  na- 
turally  proceeds  an  energy  of  exiftence,  they 
are  generally  attended  with  at  lead  a  temperate 
majefty  'of  manner,    and    elocution,,    which 
may  be  very  remote  from  pride;  the  fordid 
vice  that  commonly  occupies  a  frivolous  or  a 
ftupid  mind.     Befides,  as  it  is  the  peculiar 
property  of  pride  to  hurt  and  difguft,  and  as 
vigorous  and  fine  talents  are  lure  to  hurt  and 
difguft  underftandings  of  a  low  clafs,  the  un- 
diftinguilhing  pigmies   confound   ideas,   ^nd 
as  they  are  alike  affeded  by  pride  and  genius, 
they  miftake  both  for  the  fame  objedt.    There 
are  likewife  prefling  jundures,  in  wliich  the 
truly  great  man  will  break  through   the  •  efta- 
bliflied  forms,  the  polite   moderation  of  the 
world,    and  ardently   aflert  his  oatural  and 
inalienable  prerogatives.     He  will  repel  im^ 
pertinence  or  infolence  with  an  air  and  elo- 
quence  that    petrify,  with   a  lightning  that 
withers  his  aggreflbr.     The  puny  foul  {brinks 
back  into  its  little  dark  cell,  appalled  and  con- 
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founded.  No  wonder  if,  ever  after,  it  attri- 
butes the  juft  and  fpirited  reproof  to  habitual 
pride,  that  immoral  and  defpicable  quality. 
It  would  be  impoffible  for  a  man  of  extraor- 
dinary mental  endowments,  to  atone  to  the 
vulgar  of  the  human  race  for  his  incommu- 
nicable pre-eminence,  without  fmking  to  a 
timid  and  abje^flt  behaviour.  Moft  exorbitant 
are  the  demands  of  dull,  vain,  and  felfilh 
jnortals.  They  are  for  inverting  the  order  of 
the  intelledual  creation,  and  would  have  us 
cringe  to  tbem.  But  certainly  the  lines  in 
which  our  fpeci«s  is  diftinguiihed  by  Ovid 
from  the  other  animals,  may  be  applied,  with 
a  fmgular  propriety  and  emphafis,  to  the  man 
pf  tranfccndent  capacity — -    • 

Os  HoMiNi  fublime  dedit,  coelumque  tuen 
. ; ,'  .  Juffit*  et  ere^tos  ad  Sidera  toUere  vultus. 

At  the  battle  of  Fontenoy,  which  was 
fought  in  the  year  1 744,  he  was  wounded  by 
a  mufquet-ball.  The  wound  was  accidental, 
and  only  afFe<Sted  his  body.  His  colleded 
and  manly  behaviour,  on  that  memorable  day, 
was  courage  and  principle.  And  it  is  well 
knpwn  that  in  his  duel  with  Governor  John- 

ftone 
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ftone  (the  particulars  of  which  the  reader  will 
fee  in  the  Appendix,  marked  N.)  he  acquitted 
himfelf  with  a  firmnefs  and  fpirit  which  were 
never  excelled  on  a  fimilar  occafion.  From 
thefe  fadts  no  doubts  can  be  entertained  of 
his  perfonal  courage. 

^  In  the  affair  of  Minden,  it  is  not  proper  to 
view  him  with  a  prejudiced  or  an  indulgent 
eye,  but  with  impartial  and  accurate  ob- 
fervation.  And  the  appeal  is  made  to  thofe 
whofe  habitual  and  uniform  benevolence  is 
not  merely  the  confequence  of  an  ingenuous 
nature,  but  likewife  of  expanded  thought  and 
refleaion ;  to  thofe  whofe  adive  and  /pirited 
candour  flows  from  an  enlarged  and  compre- 
henfive  knowledge  of  mankind ;  who  in  ana- 
lyfing  the  condua:  of  a  man,  never  forget 
that  the  generous  virtues  are  conneded  with 
ftrong  pafllons ;  and  that  though  there  have 
been  many  bright  charadters,  there  was  never 
one  immaculate.  No  honeft  man  can  hefi- 
tate  to  pronounce  him  faulty.  He  ought  to 
have  advanced  with  the  Britifh  horfe,  to 
complete  the  rout  of  the  French  infantry ; 
he  was  not  reftrained  from  advancing  by  fear, 
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but  by  a  perfonal  refentmenL     He   had   not 
been  properly  refpeded  by  the  commander 
of  the  allied  army ;  and  he  had  determined^ 
when  opportunity  Ihould  offer,  to  check  the 
luxuriant  growth  of  Prince  Ferdinand's  lau- 
rels.    Phlegm,  fullennefs,  inhumanity,  and  a 
moft  inordinate  love  of  power,  are  the  cha- 
raderiftics  of  a   G.^rman   mind.      He   only 
delights    in    riot    and    homicide,     like    his 
Thracian  god,  Mars,  to  whom  he  facrifices 
many  human  vidims,  and  to  whom  he  pours 
many   profufe   libations.      As  Prince  Ferdi- 
nand's  ideas  were  confined   to   the   Gothic 
fyflem,  he  felt  not,  he  knew  not  wh^t  refpedl 
was  due  to  a  fon  of  one  of  the  firfl  families  in. 
England,  and  to  a  foldier  adorned  with  the 
arts  of  the  milder  Minerva.     He  was  likewife 
exafperated    againft    Lord  George  Sackville, 
who  had  counteraded   the  rapacity  of  this 
commander    in  chief,  and  had  oppofed  his 
meafures  in  councils   of  war,   whenever  he 
thought  them  injudicious.    It  is  not  necefTary 
here  to  enter  into  a  fcrutiny  of  Prince  Ferdi- 
nand's conduct ;  but  it  may  be  obferved,  that 
officers  have  faid  that  he  owed  his  military 
fame  far  more  to  fortune  than,  to  prudence, 

and 
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and  a  confummate  knowledge  in  tac  art  of 
war.     Indeed  in  every  dejiartment  of  life,  it 
18  not  fo  much  our  merit  as  our  fuccefa  that 
gains  us  applaufe. 

His  free  fentiments  on  the  plans  and  ope- 
rations  of  the  campaign,  and  his  watchful  and 
penetrating   infpeaion   into  military  avarice, 
neceflarily  brought  on  him  the  extreme  hatred 
of  the  commander  in  chief;    who  therefore 
was  induftrions  to  deprive  him  of  that  efteem 
and  deference  to  which  he  was  well  entitled 
from  the  army.     And  if  Lord  George,  with 
a  fufceptible  conftitution,  and  confcious  of  his 
natural  and  acquired  fupcriority,   as  a  man, 
over  a  high-rated  myrmidon,   retaliated  the 
malice  of  the  petty  Prince  with  a  permanent 
and   keen  difguft ;    the  circumftance  fhcT^rs, 
that  it  is  poffible  a  man  not  wanting  in  cou- 
rage,  may  fufter   his   private   pafTion  to  in- 
fluence his  public    duty.      Such    difference? 
have   frequently  happened  in  every  fervice 
between  great  officers;    and   have    as    fre- 
quently been  highly  injurious  to  the  public 
intereft.     It   ought  to  be  in  the  penetration 
of  a  minifter  to  difcover  thde  difierences; 

and 
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and  whenever  they  happen,  he  fhould  always 
withdraw  one  of  the  parties. 

The  keennefs  of  irritation  and  the  fmart 
cf  infult  may  offer  fome  apology  to  the  ge- 
nerous heart  and  the  enlightened  mind, 
though  it  cannot  excufe  the  fault.  Paffion 
is  conftitutional ;  but  it  is  better  that  a  cha- 
racter fhould  be  ftiaded  by  a  warm  and  vigo- 
rous feeling,  than  by  one  that  is  cold  and 
pufillanimous.  It  muft  give  more  pleafure 
to  an  Englifliman  to  find,  that  it  was  refent- 
ment,  not  cowardice,  that  fufpended  the  march 
of  the  cavalry  in  the  plains  of  Minden. 

If  we  review  the  lives  of  eminent  men  in 
private  and  public  ftation  ;  whofe  ^dions,  on 
the  whole,  were  good  or  great ;  we  fhall  meet 
with  fome  palpable  offences  againft  moral 
reditude,  and  perhaps  fome  crimes.  In  the 
virtuous  times  of  thofe  illuftrious  republics, 
Carthage  and  Rome,  both  the  ftates  were  in- 
jured by  the  private  animofities  of  fome  fena- 
tors  and  commanders,  who,  notwithftanding, 
had  many  excellent  qualities,  and  did  fignal 
fervices  to  their  refpe^ive  countries. 
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A  truly  wife  man  will  dignify  his  life  with 
fobriety,  diligence,  and  integrity,  whether  he 
be  in  a  public  or  private  capacity,  for  his 
own  fake ;  to  fecure  thofe  ineftimable  re- 
wards, which  are  the  confequences  of  virtue. 
But  to  fay  that  an  Englifhman  ought  to  toil 
or  bleed  for  every  fyftem  of  politics  that  a 
minifter  thinks  proper  to  adopt,  is  almoft  the 
rant  of  infanity.  x  Corruption,  both  public  and 
private,  is  in  its  zenith ;  yet  we  talk  as  if  we 
lived  in  an  antient  and  fimple  commonwealth, 
whofe  wants  were  limited  by  nature  ;  where 
every  paffion  was  cool,  except  ardour  for  the 
public  good ;  where  that  ardour  was  earneftly 
inculcated  by  precept,  and  emphatically  en- 
forced by  ftriking  examples;  and  where  it 
confequently  animated  every  member  of  the 
ftate.  We  talk  as  if  we  lived  in  Old  Rome 
(long  before  Ihe  was  decorated  with  her 
glaring  magnificence) ;  but  when  fhe  had  rifen 
to  the  fummit  of  real  grandeur ;  when  Curius 
boiled  his  turnips  at  his  Sabine  farm  j  when 
Cincinnatus  held  his  plough;  and  when  a 
hoftile  king  could  neither  frighten  Fabricius 
with  the  new  fight  of  his  elephant,  nor  allure 
^im  with  his  gold. 
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It  is  this  deception  of  ourTelves  that  haa 
brought  us   into  fo  many  difficulties.      An 
attention  to  what  we  afFedt,  and  a  regard  to 
•what  we  owe  to  ourfelves,  and  to  pofterity, 
might  have  prevented  many  evils.    The  Ame- 
rican war  was  unneceflary,  unjuft,  and  un- 
provoked.     It  is   impoffible   the   people   of 
this  country  could  have  been  duped  into  an 
approbation  of  that  war,  if  they  had  given  a 
proper  attention  to  thfe  meafure  at  the  begin- 
ning;   but   that    blind  confidence  to  which 
they   have  habituated  themfelves,  gives  op- 
portunity  and    facility    to   any  minifter    to 
exercife  a  defpotic  authority,    wherever    he 
pleafes. 

The  American  colonies  had  attained  the 
full  vigour  of  manhood.  They  confidered 
themfelves  as  bound  to  us  by  the  indiffolubJe 
ties  of  common  origin,  of  common  names, 
common  language,  religion,  and  intereft ;  and 
there  fubfifted  between  us  and  them  the  hap- 
pieft  reciprocation  of  wealth,  affection,  and 
power. 

In  the  year  1775  the  Britifh  nation  wad 
precipitated  into  a  war  with  thefe  colonies ; 
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the  caufes  of  which  have  been  already  felatecl 
in  Chapter  xviii.  under  the  head  of  Mr.  Gren- 
ville.  From  this  war,  as  from  the  womb  of 
the  Trojan  horfe,  have  iffued  a  thoufand  ca- 
lamities. It  has  been  pregnant  with  difafters 
to  all  Europe  ;  nor  is  it  yet  known  what 
may  be  the  extent  of  its  effeds. 

Lord  George  Germain  was  one  of  thofe 
members  of  parliament  who  approved  of  this 
war  at  the  commencement   of  it;    he  had 
adopted  all  thofe  opinions  which  were  hof- 
tile  to  America.     He  conceived  that  Great 
Britain  had  a  right  to  lay  taxes  on  America. 
He  implicitly  imbibed  the  whole  extent  of 
Mr.  Grenville's  opinions  and  principles.    Thi* 
was  fo  perfeaiy  agreeable  to  the  fecret  and 
confidential  cabinet  of  the  court,  that  imme« 
diately  after  hoftilities  had  been  commenced 
againft  America,  he  was  put  at  the  head  of 
the  American   department,  and  official  fpies 
were  placed  about  him  to  betray  his  meafures, 
and  by  every  art  and  falfehood  were  ufed  to 
confirm  him  in  his  opinions.  Thefe  fpies  were 
the  confidants  of  the  fecret  cabinet ;  and  were 
placed   in   every  office   to   give  information 
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of  every  thing  that  was  tranfading  there, 
to  fuggeft  meafures,  to  lay  down  plans,  and 
to  alter  them  at  the  pleafure  of  the  fecret, 
unrcfponfible,  and  unconftitutional  minifters. 

An  opinion  has  prevailed,  that  his  adoption 
of  Mr.  Grenville's  ideas  and  principles  re- 
fpeding  America,  was  in  no  fmall  degree 
influenced  by  a  letter  written  by  the  late  Sir 
Jofeph  Yates,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench,  upon  this  fubjed.  If  it  be 
true,  that  fuch  letter  was  a  primary  caufe 
of  fo  much  mifchief,  it  is  an  hiftorical  cu- 
riofity ;  and  will  pleafe  all  thofe  perfons  who 
have  been  of  opinion  that  Great  Britain  had 
a  right  to  tax  America.  The  following  is  a 
copy  of  it ; 

» 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  late  Sir  Jofeph  Yates, 
to  Chriftopher  Griffith,  Efq,  Member  for 
Berks,  relative  to  the  Difpute  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  Colonies. 

"  The  American  colonies  are  the  fubjed  of 
every  converfation — well  may  it  be  fo,  for 
the  crifis  is  very  alarming. 

««  How 
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**  How  far  the  taxation  was  prudent  or 
unfeafonable,  or  whether  the  rates  would  be 
too  high  or  not,  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to 
form  any  judgment ;    but  the  right   to  tax 
them  is  fo  clear  and  felf-evident,  that  I  am 
aftonifhed  there  fhould  be  any  doubt  about 
it ;  thofe  who  doubt,  contend  that  no  tax  can 
be  impofed  without  the  confent  of  the  people 
by  their  reprefentatives ;  that  the  Americans 
have  no  reprefentation  in  parliament,  &c. 

"  But  the  true   conftitution   is.  That  no 
money  can  be  levied  by  the  crown  without 
the  confent  of  the  great  council  of  the  realm, 
that  is,  the  parliament.     To  that  council  the 
rights   of  the  fubjeds   are  entrufted  as  the 
barrier  between  the  crown  and  the  people: 
a  barrier  againft  the  ftrides  of  prerogative^ 
which,  in  the  reign  of  King  John,  were  enor-* 
mous  till  his  abitrary  laws  were  reftrained  by 
Magna  Charta.     By    that   charter  it  is  or-  « 
dained,  that  no  talliage  or  aid  fhall  be  im- 
pofed but  by  the   common  council    of  the 
realm ;  in  that  body,  the  will  of  the  whole 
people  is  repofed  by  the  conftitution:   they 
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are  the  ftated  guardians  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  fubjed ;  the  platform 
that  was  laid  when  the  conftitution  was 
framed,  and  to  which  all  our  anceftors  af- 
fented.  To  talk  of  ^erfonal  reprefentation 
of  every  individual  is  abfurd  ;  for  ftridly 
fpeaking,  no  man  is  4he  perfonal  reprefenta- 
tive  of  another,  but  who  is  adlually  chofen, 
and  deputed  by  the  perfon  reprefented. 

"  But  how  many  millions  are  there  in  this 
kingdom  who  have  not  a  vote  for  a  member 
of  parliament,  and  yet  are  as  liable  to  be 
taxed  as  the  largeft  freeholder  ?  The  truth  is, 
that  every  fubjed  of  the  Britifh  dominions, 
in  whatever  latitude  the  territory  may  be,  is 
equally  fubjed  to  the  Britifh  legiflature  fo 
long  as  he  refides  upon  the  territories,  and 
enjoys  the  protedion  of  the  Englifli  govern- 
ment ;  he  owes  an  allegiance  and  fubmiflion 
to  its  laws ;  and  whatever  the  nature  of  thofe 
laws  may  be,  if  the  legiflature  ena£t  them, 
they  are  equally  obligatory.  Were  it  left  to 
the  Americans  to  dillinguifh  between  laws, 
kad  to  dcfire  what  fort  they  would  fubmit  to, 
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and  what  they  would  rejca:,  there  would  foon 
be  an  end  of  all  their  fubjedion. 

"  The  confent  of  parliament  gives  an  equal 
fandion  to  all  kinds  of  laws ;   and  the  fame 
confent  that  is  necelTary  to  a  money-bill,  is 
neceffary  to  any  other  law.     And  it  is  'ad- 
mitted,  that  all  ads  of  parliament  for  the  re- 
gulation  of  trade  in  the  colonies,  are  binding 
upon  them.     In  fhort,  if  the  Americans  are 
fubjeds  at  all,  they  are  fubjeas  to  the  laws 
and  fovereignty  of  their  mother  country :  and 
to  controvert  that  power,  to  deny  the  obli- 
gation of  its  laws,  is  hardly  confiftent  with 
fubjeaion.     And   where  is  the   injuftice  of 
taxing  the  Americans  ?  Where  protection  is 
given,  a  tribute  is  due;  and  thofe  who  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  a  government,  owe  their  fhare 
and  contribution  to  the  expences  of  maintain- 
ing  it. 

"  The  Americans  are  allowed  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  an  Englifli  fubjed: ;  they 
are  entitled  to  inherit  any  poffeffions  here,  and 
have  their  properties  at  home  proteded  by 
our  laws ;   why  then  ihould  they  be  exempt 
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from  the  common  burden  of  every  fubjedt ; 
efpecially  from  thofe  expences  which  their 
own  protection  occafions? 

"  I  have  given  you  a  fketch  of  my  own 
fentiments  in  this  matter,  becaufe  I  imagined 
it  is  a  topic  in  the  country,  as  well  as  in 
town. 

««  Thurfday,  Jan.  30,  1763.  J.  Y.'^ 

There  are  a  few  words  in  one  of  Lord 
Chatham's  fpeeches,  which  contain  a  full 
anfwer  to  this  opinion  of  the  Judge. 

"  Taxation  is  no  part  of  the  governing  or 
legiilative  power.  The  taxes  are  a  volun- 
tary gift  and  grant  of  the  Commons  alone. 
In  legiflation  the  three  eftates  of  the  realm 
^re  alike  concerned,  but  the  concurrence  of 
the  Peers  and  the  Crown  to  a  tax,  is  only  ne- 
ceflary  to  clofe  with  the  form  of  a  law.  The 
gift  and  grant  is  of  the  Commons  alone.  In 
ancient  days,  the  Crown,  the  Barons,  and 
the  Clergy,  poflefTed  the  lands.  In  thofe  days, 
the  Barons  and  ,the  Clergy  gave  and  granted 
to  the  Crown.     They  gave  and  granted  what 
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was  their  own.     At  prefent,  fmce  the  dlfco- 
very  of  America,  and  other  circumftances  per- 
mitting,  the  Commons  are  become  the  pro- 
prietors of  the   land.     The  property  of  the 
Lords,  compared  with  that  of  the  Commons, 
is  as  a  drop  of  water  in  the  ocean ;  and  this 
Houfe  reprefents  thofe  Commons,  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  lands ;    and  thofe  proprietors 
virtually  reprefent  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants. 
When,  therefore,  in  this  Houfe  we  give  and 
grant,  we  give  and  grant  what  is  our  own. 
But  ill  an  American  tax,  what  do  we  do  ? 
We,  your  Majefty's  Commons  for  Great  Bri- 
tain, give  and  grant  to  your  Majefty,  what  ? 
Our  own  property  ?— No.  We  give  and  grant 
to  your  Majefty   the  property  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's Commons  of  America.     It  is   an  ab- 
furdity  in  terms." 

Lord  George  Germain  having  fupported 
Lord  North  in  the  bUls  for  altering  the  go- 
vernment of  Maflachufett's  Bay,  and  fhutting 
up  the  port  of  Bofton,  was  appointed  Secre- 
tary  of  State  for  the  American  department ; 
by  which  the  condud  of  the  war  againft  Ame- 
rica was,  in  a  great  degree,  put  into  his  hands. 
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This  was  not  a  fituation,  at  the  time  it  was 
undertaken,  for  caution  and  timidity  ;  for 
the  chicane  of  a  Mazarine,  or  the  chimera 
of  a  Duke  of  Orleans ;  but  for  the  bold 
and  decided  policy  of  a  Richlieu  and  a  De 
Retz. 


in 
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How  his  Lordihip  fucceeded  in  his  new 
fituation,  it  is  not  the  defign  of  this  work  to 
relate.     The  circumftances  of  the  American 

ft 

war  are  in  general  pretty  well  known. 

There  was  a  paper  afcribed  to  Richard 
Burke,  Efq.  (brother  to  Edmund  Burke,  Efq.) 
on  the  fubjedt  of  managing  the  London  Ga- 
zette, at  leaft  it  was  fo  intitled,  in  printing 
the  accounts  from  America  during  the  war, 
that  was  much  taken  notice  of;  and  as  it 
fhews  that  thofe  accounts  are  not  to  be  de- 
pended upon,  the  reader  will  not  be  difpleafed 
to  fee  it  preferved.  It  is  in  the  Appendisji 
marked  O. 

After  waging  war  with  America,  by  fea 
and  land,  from  the  beginning  of  April  1775, 
to  the  month  of  April  1782,  at  an  immenfe 
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cxpence  of  blood  and  treafure,  the  court,  and 
people  of  Great  Britain,  difcovered  that  the 
continuation  of  the  war  was  impraaicable.    ' 

Two  fine  armies  Iiad  been  captured,  and 
more  men  could  not  be  obtained. 

When  the  intelligence  arrived  in  London, 
that  Lord  Cornwallis  and  his  arrtiy  had  fur- 
rendered,  the  miniftry  immediately  quarrelled 
amongft  themfelves.  They  laid  the  caufe  of 
this  difafter  upon  each  other;  but  at  length 
they  fettled  it  upon  only  two  perfons:  thefe 
were  Lord  Sandwich,  and  Lord  George 
Germain.  And  it  was  refolved,  that  one  of 
thefe  muft  go  out. 

Thofe  who  laid  the  blame  upon  Lord 
Sandwich,  contended,  that  the  misfortune 
was  owing  to  the  not  having  a  fufficient  naval 
force  on  the  American  ftation. 

Thofe  who  laid  the  blame  upon  Lord 
Germain,  contended,  that  rhe  misfortune 
was  owing  to  the  plan  of  operations. 
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It  is  not  neceflary  to  ftate  the  fa^ls,  upon 
which  thefe  two  opinions  were  founded. 
They  have  heen  publifhed  by  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  in  vindication 
of  themfelves. 
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The  contention  upon  the  queftion,  whether 
the  Secretary  of  State,  or  the  Firft  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  fhould  be  removed,  lafted 
fome  time. 

In  this  divided  ftate  of  the  miniftry,  par- 
liament met ;  and  on  the  firft  day  of  the 
feftlon  it  was  obvious  to  every  one,  that  the 
difpute  was  not  fettled.  In  the  debate  on  the 
^ddrefs.  Lord  George  Germain  faid,  "  That 
his  opinion  was,  notwithftanding  the  furren- 
der  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  that  if  Great  Britain 
gave  up  the  fovereignty  of  America,  we  were 
undone,"  Mr.  Dundas,  Lord  Advocate  of 
Scotland,  contradicted,  and  reprobated  this 
opinion  feverely ;  and  Mr.  Rigby,  who  was 
Pay-mafter,  bluntly  faid,  *'  We  were  beaten, 
and  therefore  muft  give  up  the  plan  of  the 
war."  When  parliament  adjourned  for  the 
Chriftmas  holidays, the  difpute  continued  open. 
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Jt  Is  certain,  that  when  Lord  George  Ger- 
main delivered  his  opinion,  he  thought  he 
delivered  the  opinion  of  a  much  greater  au- 
thoiity  than  his  own.  But  he  was  not  en- 
trufted  with  the  rcalfecrct.  There  were  other 
perfons  who  were  honoured  with  a  larger 
Ihare  of  confidence  than  he  w^as  at  this  time: 
and  this  party  triumphed.  They  refolved  to 
remove  Lord  George  Germain  from  office; 
and  to  recall  Sir  Henry  Clinton  from  Ame- 
rica, who  had  requeued  it ;  and  to  make  one 
meafure  the  confequence  of  the  other  al- 
though there  was  no  conneaion  between  the 
two  cafes ;  but  in  order  to  make  a  connedion 
between  them,  they  applied  to  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  to  fucceed  Sir  Henry  Clinton ;  they 
were  perfedly  well  afTurer^'  that  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  would  not  go  to  America,  w^hile 
Lord  George  Germain  continued  Secre'ary 
of  State  for  the  American  department.  The 
manoeuvre  fucceeded.  Sir  Guy  Carleton 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  (Lord 
Thurlow,)  faying,  in  fubftance,  that  he  could 
not  accept  the  command  under  the  American 
Secretary.  The  Lord  Chancellor  carried  this 
letter  into  the  clofet. 

On 
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On  Wednefday  the  2d  of  January  1782, 
previous  to  the  levee,  there  was  a  meeting 
of  Lord  Mansfield,  Lord  Hilllborough,  Lord 
Stormpnt,  Lord  North,  and  Mr.  Jenkinfon, 
now  Earl  of  Liverpool,  at  his  Lordfhip's 
houfe  in  Parliament-ftreet.  At  this  meeting, 
it  was  finally  decided  to  remove  Lord  George 
Germain. 


!  '1 


When  Lord  George  Vas  informed  that  his 
fate  was  decide<l,  he  defired  leave  to  refign, 
to  avoid  the  difgrace  of  being  turned  out, 
which  favour  was  allowed  him ;  and  to  lighten 
his  fall,  he  was  created  an  Englifh  peer. 

After  hawking  the  office  about  for  fome 
time,  Mr.  Ellis,  now  Lord  Mendip,  was 
prevailed  upon  to  accept  it :  and,  to  pre- 
ferve  an  appearance  of  confiftency.  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  was  appointed  fucceflbr  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton. 
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CHAPTER  XXIir. 
DAVID  HARTLET,  Eso, 

Bis  Traa  intitled  ''Right  of  Appeal  to  Ju- 
ries, in  Caufes  of  Excife,  aferted:'  The 
Budget.  Intended  Profecution  of  that  Tra£f. 
Bis  State  of  the  Nation,  Letters  to  his  Con- 
Jiittients  of  Bull,  Acquaintance  with  Dr. 
Franklin,  Appointed  Minificr  Plenipoten^ 
tiary.     His  Tract  on  the  French  Revolution. 

1  HIS  gentleman  has  written  feveral  trads, 
which  have  been  held  in  great  eftimation. 
The  firft  was  intitled,  "  The  Right  of  Appeal 
to  Juries,  in  Caufes  of  Excife,  afTerted." 
This  tradt  was  occafioned  by  the  extenfion  of 
the  Excife  laws  to  the  makers  of  cyder  and 
perry,  in  Lord  Bute's  adminiftration,  in  the 
year  1763.  The  reader  will  not  be  difpleafed 
with  the  follovving  extradl  from  it. 

"  The  argument  of  thofe  who  fupport  the 
principle  of  the  cyder-ad:  may  be  ftated  thus: 
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Cyder  made  for  the  confumption  of  each  pri- 
vate family,  oug^it,  by  all  principles  of  equa- 
lity, to  pay  fome  duty;  but  fuch  a  tax  cannot 
be  raifed  by  a  conftitutional  mode  of  excife;" 
[the  difference  between  the  conftitutional  and 
imconftitutional   mode  he  defines  to  be  this, 
the  former  is  limited  to  the  trader,  the  latter 
is  extended  to  every  private  houfej]  "  there- 
fore, we  muft  feek  our  remedy  by  a  capitation 
on  the  cyder  drinkers.     Well  then,  we'are  to 
hope  that  this  capitation  will  be  levied  in  a 
conftitutional   manner.      Let   us  judge :    the 
excifeman   is   to   be  armed    with    unlimited 
powers  of  fearch,  from  the  barn  without  to 
the  clofet  within ;  with  an  alternative  offered 
to  each  perfon  thus  vifited,   of  efcaping  all 
this  vexation  upon  a  certain  compofition  for 
the  duty.     Now,  becaufe  there  is  an  alterna- 
tive offered,  this  is  faid  to  be  a  law  formed 
upon  the  principles  of  liberty ;  for  no  man  is 
forced  under  this  excife:  the  law  only  compels 
him  under  intolerable  pains  and  penalties  to  a 
voluntary  payment.    I  wifti  fome  clear-fighted 
man  would  explain  to  me  the  difference  be- 
tween thefe  two  cafes :  the  miniftry  fend  me 
notice,  that  I  fliall  have  a  troop  of  excife- 
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men,  or  a  troop  of  horfe,  (no  matter  which,) 
quartered  upon  me;  and  in  a  poftfcript  they 
fubjoin,  that  a  troop  of  horfe  is  but  (as  the 
gentlemen  of  the  long-robe  fay)  a  fidion  in 
law;  and  if  I  will  pay  half-a-crown  a-head 
for  my  family,  I  {hall  hear  no  more  of  the 
excifemen,  or  the  troop  of  horfe,  till  the 
next  time.  Another  man  (not  fo  corre<;?E 
perhaps  in  his  fpelling).  writes  me  word  that 
he  will  fet  fire  to  my  houfe,  unlefs  I  depofit 
ten  guineas  under  a  certain  tree.  The  aro-u- 
ment  of  t^e  miniftry  is,  can  you  complain  of 
a  burden  as  i  .  -lerable,  when  we  offer  you 
fo  reafonable  an  alternative,  as  that  of  paying 
your  half-crowns  ?  My  illiterate  correfpond- 
ent  fays,  is  not  your  houfe  worth  faving  at 
fo  fmall  a  price  as  ten  guineas?  Shooting  at 
you  behind  a  hedge,  or  burning  your  houfe, 
are  but  fidions  in  law:  pay  your  money 
quietly,  and  fleep  in  peace  till  it  comes  to  your 
turn  again.  The  principle  in  thefe  two  cafes 
is  the  iame;  I  wilh  their  fates  had  not  been 
different.  The  one  is  branded  as  it  deferves 
in  the  black  ad ;  while  the  other  ftalks  abroad 
in  open  aud  infolent  defiance. 
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"  It  is  a  grievance  throughout  the  whole 
fyftem  of  the  excife  laws,  that  cafes  of  appeal 
at  the  fuit  of  the  fuhjed,  are  not  to  be  tried 
by  juries.     I  fhall  examine  the  merits  of  the 
queftion,    of  allowing  an   appeal   to  juries, 
upon  the  following  topics:    whether  it  will 
tend  to  the  diminution   of  the  revenue,   in 
fuch  excifes   as   only  affea:    the  trader;   and 
whether  it  will  nor  fpecificaliy  apply  a  remedy 
to  the  intolerable   grievances  of  an  unconfti- 
tutional   excife,  and  difappoint  a  farther  ex- 
tenfion  of  this  horrid  mode.     As  to  the  firft, 
it  is  faid,  that  in  trials  between  the  crown  and 
fubjed:,  juries  will   foon  get  into  a  habit  of 
deciding  againft  the  crov^m.     To  which  I  re- 
ply, that  the  revenue  of  the  cuftoms  bears  a 
conftant  teftimony  againft  this  ftrange  princi- 
ple: for  if  this  fuppofed   infamous  partiality 
of  juries  were  fo  notorioufly  to  be  depended 
upon,  why  does  not  every   man  who  has  a 
iduty  of  the  cuftoms  to  pay,  leave  the  matter 
to  trial  for  the  chance  of  evading  it  ?     Alk 
the  lawyers  who  have  pleaded  for  the  crown, 
whether  juries  do  not  feci  the  force  of  their 
arguments,  that  every  fraud  committed  to  the 
detriment  of  the  revenue,  and  connived  at,  is 
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an  aa  of  oppreflion  and  injuftice  to  the  fair 
trader  ?     There  is  no  argument  or  experience 
to  fix  fo  deteftable  an  imputation  upon  an 
Englilh  jury.     What  intereft  can  a  jury  be 
fuppofed  to  have  between  the  crown  and  a 
petty  trader;  a  foap-boiler,  for  inftance,  or  a 
tallow-chandler?      Are  thefe  the  objeds  of 
popular   adoration,    againft   whom    no  jury 
ihall   give   their  profane   verdid:  ?      If   not, 
where  is  the  danger  to  the  revenue  of  excife, 
as  confined  to  the  trader  and  retailer,  if  juries 
be  allowed  ?     Why  fhould  the  Minifter  have 
power  or  influence  to  inflia:  any  tax,  (under 
the  fevereft  pains  and  penalties  to  be  decided 
without  appeal,)  which   no  twelve  jurymen 
in  the  kingdom  fhall  think  confiftent  with 
liberty  ?     This  is  the  touchftone   of  excife : 
will  it  endure  an  open  appeal  to  juries  I    If 
it  will,  it  is  admiffible;    if  not,  no. 

"  There  are  two  kinds  of  excife,  the  one 
limited  to  the  trader ;  the  other,  extended  to 
the  concerns  of  private  and  domeftic  life. 
The  appeal  to  juries  in  the  one  is  expedient^ 
in  the  other  indifpenfable  j  as  well  to  prevent 
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the  encroachment,  as  to  defeat  the  tyranny  of 
a  general  excife." 

His  next  trat^  was  intitled  "  The  Budget. 
Infcribed  to  the  Man  who  thinks  himfelf  Mi* 
nifter."     For  fome  time,  this  trad:  was  attri- 
buted to  Sir  George  Savile,  and  the  late  Right 
Honourable  Charles  Townfhend,  in  his  de- 
fence of  the   Minority,  on  the   queftion  re- 
lating to  general  warrants,  gave  currency  to 
this  opinion,  for  he  laid   in  it,  "  That  Lord 
HaPifax  might  ifliie  out  another  general  war- 
rant under  pretence  of  the  laft  libel  the  Bud- 
get ;  and  he  may  order,  as  he  did  before,  fix 
meflengers  to  inquire  for  the  author,  and  to 
feize  upon  any  perfon  whom  they  think  pro- 
per, and  his  papers;  and  what  law  remains 
in  allowed  force  to  deter  them  from  feizing 
upon   the   ground  of  received    opinion,  the 
perfon  of  that  honourable  gentleman,   whom 
fome  people  allege  they  knuw,  and  many  he- 
lieve,  to  have  been,  in  part  at  leaft,  the  author 
of  that  excellent  and  unanfwered  work  ?     In 
this  cafe  it  is  true,  the  outcry  would  be  great 
and  general,  from  the  charader  of  the  perfon 
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thus  treated;  his  ancient  family;  his  exten- 
five,  though  concealed  generofity,  and  his 
popularity  in  that  large  manufaauring  and 
wealthy  county,  which  he  reptefents  w!th 
fuch  entire  latisfadion  to  his  conftituents,  and 
(o  much  reputation  to  himfelf.*'  See  the  ar- 
ticle in  the  Appendix  marked  P. 

Perhaps  Sir  George  Savile  might  give  td 
Mr.  Hartley  fome  affiftance,  but  the  latter 
gentleman  was  undoubtedly  the  writer.  The 
Budget  was  a  very  iharp  attack  upon  Mr. 
Grenville's  plan  of  finance  for  the  year  1764. 
Mr.  Grenville  was  very  much  hurt  by  it. 
There  was  a  paragraph  in  it,  near  the  eiid, 
upon  which  he  intended  to  have  inftituted  a 
profecutlon.     The  paragraph  was  as  follows: 

"  There  is  a  degree  of  malice  in  the  pre- 
fent  miniftry,  againft  their  country,  that  is 
beyond  example.  They  forced  themfelves  by 
violence  and  intrigue  into  the  condud:  of 
public  affairs,  at  a  time  when  the  general 
voice  pf  their  country  was  loudly  againft 
them.  They  came  in  to  expofe  the  pre- 
tended nakednefs   of  their  country,    to   an 
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enemy  who  was  at  the  laft  gafp.  They  viIU 
fied  our  advantages ;  they  falfified  our  litua- 
tion;  they  proclaimed  our  diftrefs  in  the  moft 
exaggerated  •.  terms,  when  that  very  diftrefs, 
compared  with  the  real  calamities  of  ou^ 
enemies,  was  triumph.  Upon  that  fatal  day, 
when  this  fyftem  of  miniftry  came  to  the 
helm,  was  firft  promulgated  the  defolation 
and  debility  of  this  country.  Inftead  of 
fhewing  to  our  enemies  the  hopeleflhefs  of 
their  fituation,  they  gave  them  encourage- 
ment to  expcia  an  univerfal  confufion  here; 
minifter  lying  in  wait  to  perplex  minifter; 
brother  to  fupplant  brother;  and  the  whole 
fyftem  of  affairs  thrown  into  a  treacherous 
confternation.  Advertifements  went  to  the 
enemy,  that,  if  they  would  hold  their  breath 
a  few  hours,  we  would  raife  the  clamour 
for  peace  here;  inftead  of  telling  them,  that 
we  had  at  that  moment  the  funds  for  two 
years  to  come,  viz.  the  beer  duty  granted  in 
December  1760,  and  the  fpirit  duties,  which 
had  been  granted  the  preceding  feffion,  but 
were  poftponed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
1762  ;  [and  even  Mr.  Whately,  In  his  Confi- 
derations  o;i  Trade  and  Finances,  admits  that 
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money  to  carry  on  the  war,  might,  at  that 
time,  have  been  obtained  at  three  per  cent.] 
which  at  the  pinch  of  the  war,  is  the  point 
gained ;    and,  therefore,  that  thdy  (the  ene- 
mies)  could  have  nothing  to  hope  for,  but 
ftill  to  be  beaten  for  two  complete  years,  by 
an  enemy    in   the  full   career    of  vidory. 
Neither  could  this  prove  a  vain  boaft,  for  the 
faculties  of  this  country  were  fo  far  from 
being  exhaufted,  that,  at  that  hour,  we  were 
provided  with  funds  for  more  money  than  all 
our  previous  fuccelTes  had  coft  us :  infomuch, 
that  on  the  eighteenth  of  December  1760, 
the  parliament  having  provided  twelve  mil- 
lions for  the  next  year,  we  had  ftill  kft  an- 
other   fund    capable    of   producing  twelve 
millions  more,  to  be  poftponed  for  the  fervice 
of  a  farther  year,  being  thus  fuperabundantly 
provided.     In  this  height  of  glory  did  the 
evil  genius   of  this   country  aim  the  fatal 
blow,  which  has  reduced  us  to  be  faithlefs 
and  friendlefs  throughout  the  world." 
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Upon  the  preceding  extrad,  the  opinion 
of  the  Honourable  Mr.  Charles  Yorke  was 
taken ;  and  he  pronounced  it  to  be  a  libel : 
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but  Mr.  Grenville  confulted  fome  of  his 
friends,  who  thought  differently  from  Mr. 
Yorke ;  and  the  opinion  prevailing,  that  the 
Budget  had  been  written  by  Sir  George 
Savile,  it  was  not  judged  prudent  to  com- 
mence a  profecution  againft  a  charai^er  of 
fuch  eminence  and  refpe^lability. 

In  the  year  following,  (1765,)  Mr,  Hartley 
wrote  another  tra£b  on  the  fame  fubjedt,  which 
he  called,  «  The  State  of  the  Nation ;  with  a 
preliminary  Defence  of  the  Budget."  Thig 
defence  of  the  Budget  was  a  reply  to  the 
traa:  intitled  "  Remarks  on  the  Budget," 
which  had  been  written  under  Mr.  Grenville's 
eye,  by  Mr.  Charles  Lloyd,  who  was  his  pri- 
vate fecretary.  The  State  of  the  Nation  con^ 
fifted  of  Mr.  Hartley's  account  of  the  finances 
of  that  year. 
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At  the  commencement  of  the  year  i  y6S,  he 
publiftied  another  trad  on  the  finances,  which 
he  intitled  "  A  Caveat  on  the  Part  of  Public 
Credit,  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  Budget 
for  the  prefent  Year  1768." 
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The  celebrity  of  thefe  trads,  and  his  ge- 
neral knowledge  of  finance,  induced  his  friends 
to  wiih  to  fee  him  in  parliament. 

He  was  accordingly  eleded  for  Kingfton 
upon  Hull ;    but    not    until    the  American 
troubles  had   commenced.     His  conduA  in 
Parliament  was  almoft  confined  to  queftion* 
and  motions  relating  to  thofe  troubles.     His 
conftant  and  moft  anxious  defire  was  a  recon- 
ciliation between  the  mother  country  and  her 
colonies.     His   frequent   motions  in    parlia- 
ment in  order  to  obtain  peace  with  America, 
and  his  arguments  in  fupport  of  thofe  motions' 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Parliamentary  Regiftee 
of  that  time.     But  a  trad  which  he  publifhed, 
intitled    «  Letters    on   the   American  War; 
addrefled   to  the   Mayor,    Corporation,    and 
Burgeffes  of  Hull  ;"  contain  his  own  ftate- 
ment  of  his  condud  in  parliament ;  together 
with   many  fads   and  arguments  which   are 
not  any  where  elfe  to  be  met  with. 

Thefe  letters  develope  the  caufes,  and  ftate 
the  impolicy  of  the  war  with  America,  in  a 
very  ftrong  and  intelligent  manner :  and  his 
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being  the  intimate  friend  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
•Mr.  Digges,  and  feveral  other  American  gen- 
tlemen, during  their  refidence  in  England, 
previous  and  until  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  leaves  no  doubt  that  the  feveral  faiHis, 
dedudions,  and  arguments,  therein  ftated, 
are  all  of  them  well  iounded ;  and  therefore 
are  peculiarly  interefting  to  the  future  in- 
quirer. The  impartial  hiftorian  of  this  period, 
if  ever  fuch  a  perfon  fhould  arife,  will  receive 
an  invaluable  fund  of  materials  from  this  gen- 
tleman's writings. 

His  thorough  knowledge  of  the  American 
fubjed:,  and  his  intimacy  with  Dr.  Franklin, 
pointed  him  out  as  the  moft  proper  perfon 
to  negotiate  the  treaty  of  peace  with  America, 
in  the  year  1783.  He  was  accordingly  ap- 
pointed Minifter.  Plenipotentiary  to  Paris,  for 
that  purpofe,  and  concluded  the  treaty. 

In  the  year  1794  he  wrote  another  trad, 
which  he  intitled  "  Argument  on  the  French 
Revolution,  and  the  Means  of  Peace."  In  this 
trad,  Mr.  Hartley  has  ftated  the  caufes  and  im- 
portance of    the  French  revolution,  in  the 
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cleareft  manner  poffible :  an  extrad  from  it 
win  therefore  not  be  unacceptable  to  the 
reader. 

"  Thq^French,"  he  fays, «  fell  into  civil  con- 
tefts,  a  few  years  ago,  refpeding  fome  pro- 
pnfed  reformations  of  their  political  confti- 
tution.  In  the  period  of  three  years,  from 
1789  to  1791,  the  reformations  v-  re  com- 
pleted, and  the  conftitution  n  aovate:'  upon 
principles  of  reafon  and  invelt.u:  itior»,  with 
the  affent  of  the  then  King  anu  People  of 
France.  From  a  defpotic  it  became  a  limited 
monarchy;  all  the  intolerable  grievances  of 
defpotifm  being  expelled,  and  the  new  go- 
vernment reformed, '  as  nearly  as  the  cafe 
would  admit,  upon  principles  fimilar  to  the 
limited  monarchy  of  Great  Britain. 


"It  does  not  appear  that  furrounding 
nations  thought  very  deeply  of  the  refulting 
and  influential  example  of  defpotifm  reformed 
within  the  bounds  of  reafon  and  Britilh  li- 
berties. The  fovereigns  of  Europe,  blinded 
with  faftidious  defpotifm,  feemed  to  defpife 
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the  influence  of  reafon  as  unworthy  of  their 
regard.     But  when  the  fyftematic  perfeveranee 
of  three  years  had  brought  the  great  work 
into  a  pradkable  fhape,  they  began  to  fear 
the  influential  example  of  reformed  defpoiifin, 
and  from  that  period  confederacies  of  Euro-, 
pean  powers  were  formed  for  the  deftrudion 
of  the  new  conftitution  of  France,  and  for  the. 
partition  of  its  territory.     The  dates  of  thefe 
conventions  and  treaties  were  long  before  any 
hoftile  preparations  on  the  part  of   France. 
The  treaty  of  Pavia  was  on  the  6th  of  July 
1791 ;  the  convention  of  Pilnitz  on  the  26th  of 
Augiift  1 791;  and  various  other  preparatory 
treaties,  on  the  part  of  the  fovereigns  of  Eu- 
rope, were  formed  in  the  courfe  of  the  year 
1791-     Of    all    thefe    matters,   explanations 
were  demanded  on  the  part  of  France,  and 
refufed  by  tlie  combined  powers;    and  (ac- 
cording  to  the  cuftoms  of  nations)   France 
declared  war  upon  the  refufal  of  various  ne- 
cefTary  explanations— fuel  1   as,  the  caufe   of 
armaments  by  the  combined  powers,  the  coa- 
lition with  the  French  emigrants,  fupplying 
them  with  arms,  &c.  &c. 
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"  All  thefe  points  are  now  become  fads 
of  notoriety. 

*<  Tlie  French  did  not  declare  war  with 
the  Emperor  lintil  the  month  of  April  1792, 
which  was  many  months  fubfequent  to  va- 
rious  treaties  and  confederacies  entered  inta 
againft  France  by  the  Emperor,  and  moft  of 
the  European  powers.     The  forbearance  on 
the  part  of  France,  confidering  the  notoriety 
of  various  treaties   againft  themfelves,  witii 
the  public  and  avowed  fupport,    inrolment, 
and  arming  of  the  emigrants,  was  very  much 
within  the  ordinary  forbearance  of  independ- 
ent ftates,  and  in  no  degree  to  compare,  for 
peremptory  promptitude  of  defiance,  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  Britifh  miniftry,  in  the 
year  1756,   in   taking  25,000  feamen  from 
the  French,  before  the  declaration  of  war. 
In  the  dubious  ftate  of  alarm  in  which  the 
National    Aflembly    found    themfelves    irfs 
volved,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1792, 
it  was  undoubtedly  not  their  intereft  to  pro=- 
voke  hoftilities  with  all  furrounding  nations. 
They  were  fully  apprifed  of  the  hoftile  dif- 
pofition  of  the  European  powers  to  their  new 
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conftitution,  and  ftill  more  apprehenfive  of 
the  infmcerity  of  the  French  court  itfelf, 
againft  the  reformed  conftitution,  although 
it  had  been  accepted  by  the  King,  with  the 
fiilleft  profeffions  of  choice  and  complacence. 
The  great  object  of  jealoufy,  at  that  time 
was  the  Auftrian  Committee,  fo  called ;  of 
the  exiftence  of  which,  the  proofs  or  pre- 
fumptions  are  not  within  our  view,  any 
farther  than  as  they  may  argue,  that  the 
French  were  urged  into  the  war,  by  confe- 
deracy of  councils,  as  well  as  preparations  of 
arms  againft  them. 

•*  I  dwell  upon  the  indifpofition  of  the 
French  to  be  involved  in  univerfal  war,  be- 
taufe  it  was  fo  much  their  intereft  to  have 
avoided  it,  in  the  beginning,  and  ftill  more 
remains  their  intereft  now,  to  be  extricated 
from  war.  From  thence  I  draw  this  in- 
ference, that  the  French  will  be  difpoled,  at 
-any  moment,  to  concur  in  the  abatement 
of  the  war,  on  the  condition  of  being  left 
immolefted  by  other  nations,  rcfpeding  their 
new  conftitution  ;  and  on  their  parts  leaving 
all  other  nations  unmolefted  in  all  their  do- 
minions 
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minions  and  forms  of  government,  and  all 
other  interefts  whatfoever. 

"  A  very  notorious  proof  occurred  in  the 
commencement   of  the  revolution,  to  ih€w, 
that  the  new  government  of  France  neither 
had,  nor  could  have,  any  intereft  in  difturbing 
the  governments  of  other  countries,  not  even 
in  a  cafe  wh6re  an  obvious  fraternity  of  caufe 
feemed   to  call  upon  them.     The  States  of 
Brabant,  by  their  Plenipotentiary,  M.  Van- 
dernoot,  prefented  a  letter  of  requifition  to 
the  Aflembly  and  the  King,  requefting  the- 
interpofition  of  the  power  of  France,  in  fup- 
port  of  their  recent  claims  of  emancipation 
from   the   dominion  of  the  Emperor,   their 
fovereign.     But  the  National  Affembly  totally 
refufed  all  aid  and  interference ;    they  per- 
fifted,  through  the  courfe  of  an  whole  twelve- 
month, to  remain  tranquil  and  paffive  by-ftand- 
ers,  whilft  the  Imperial  power  purfued  and  ef- 
fected the  complete  re-conqueft  of  the  Auftrian 
Flanders,  by  force  of  arms.  This  refufal  to  in- 
terfere in  any  civil  conteft,  foreign  to  them,  con- 
tinued through  the  whole  of  the  year  1 790;  but 
after  the  year  1791,  when  the  Emperor  Leo- 
pold 
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fold  began  to  negotiate  a  general  confede- 
racy of  the  powers  cf  Europe  againft  the  new 
conftitution  of  France,  the  National  AfTembly 
took  up,  with  rage,  the  caufe  of  Belgic  liberty, 
as  an  aft  of  hoftility  to  that  prince,  who  had 
put  himlelf  at  the  head  of  the  grand  confede- 
racy of  fovereigns,  againft  the  liberation  of 
the  commons  of  France.  This  ad  was  therefore 
an  aa  of  defenfive  hoftility,  after  a  previous 
declaration  of  war  againft  the  Emperor. 

*^  Similar  condu<a  ftands  in  frequent  ex- 
ample among  nations.    Henry  IV.  of  France, 
and  Q^'.een  Elizabeth  of  England,  did  both 
fupport  the  original  revolt  of  the  Belgic  pro- 
vinces againft  Philip  II.  of  Spain.    Charles  I. 
of  England  fupported   the  proteftant  infur- 
gents  at  Rochelle,  againft  the  tyranny  of  the 
crown  of  France,  during  the  adminiftration 
of  Cardinal  Richlieu :  but  the  power  of  Rich- 
lieu  prevailed,  and  the   French   nation   has 
groaned   under   the    cruelties    of  defpotifm, 
from  that  fatal  day,  until  the  prefent  revo- 
lution of  liberty  and   rights.      Louis  XIV. 
and  Louis  XV.   fupported  various  rebellions 
againf  the  decided  conftitutions  of  thefe  king- 
doms. 
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doms,  Louis  XVI.  fupported  the  Ame- 
rican caufe  againft  the  claims  of  taxation  and 
legiflation  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 

"  There  is  no  device  of  war  more  ftudied, 
or  more  frequently  put  into  pradice,  than 
exciting  civil  tuhiults  in  an  enemy's  country. 
If  the*French  Convention  had  confined  their 
decrees  of  revolutionary  fraternization,  fpc- 
cifically  to    nations  with   whom   they  were 
adually  at  war,  or  under  fuch  violent  pre- 
fumption  of  meditated  injury,  as  would  have 
juftified  a  declaration,  or  an  ad  of  war,  (ac- 
cording to  th»  laws  of  nations,)  no  exception 
could  have  been  taken  to  their  condua.     But 
their  declarations  were  general  and  unqua- 
lified, and  therefore  gave  general  and  jufti- 
fiable  offence.     When  the  miniftry  of  Great; 
Britain  remonftrated  againft  the  unqualified 
generality  of  fraternizing  decrees,  the  French 
miniftry  gave  an  explanation,  which  although 
it  might  not  be  confidered  as  the  obvious  con- 
ftrudion  upon  the  decree  of  November  19, 
1792,  was,  however,  a  proferred  explanation, 
and  therefore  might  have  been  accepted  as 
the  amende  honorable^  reducing  the  principle 
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of  revolutionary  fraternization  to  the  qilalw 
fied  cafe,  towards  nations  in  hoftility.  It 
was  a  moft  unfortunate  meagre,  infinitely  to 
be  lamented,  that  the  qualifying  explanation 
was  not  accepted.  If  it  had  been  accepted,, 
all  the  miferies  of  war  might  have  been  faved, 
and  we  might  have  been  at  peace  now.  Mo 
nation  is  to  be  prefumed,  from  a  lapfe  of 
phrafe,  fubfequently  retradted,  to  re  Dial  a  In 
the  perfeveriog  intention  of  doing  any  ad> 
not  only  coiJrarj  to  their  retradation,  but, 
moft  of  all,  corii  rarv  ro  their  intereft* 

"  The  French  nation  have  given  a  full 
proof  in  the  cafe  of  the  Belgian  revolution., 
that  they  are  not  ready  to  declare  themfelves 
the  univerfal  champions  of  revolutionary  li- 
berty, throughout  the  world.  There  was 
great  prudence  of  condua  in  that  reftraint. 
Neither  has  that  prudence  deferted  them  at 
this  hour.  In  their  new  conftitution  of  June 
1793,  they  have  inferted,  as  a  fundamental 
and  declaratory  principle,  the  political  inde- 
pendence of  nations.     They  fay,  '  they  will 

•  not   interfere  in   the  government  of  other 

*  nations ;  they  will  not  fufFer  other  natioiii; 

*  to 
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*  to  interfere  with  the  government  of  their 

*  own.'  (Article  1 19  of  the  a^e  conjiitutionel 
of  the  French  Republic,  1 793.)  I  am  anxious 
to  explain  this  point:  becaufe  it  appears  to 
XTi!?  to  have  been  the  only  embarraffment  to 
the  negotiation  of  peace.  The  article  pre- 
ceding that  above-mentioned  (viz.  article 
118)  is  very  fignificant  on  this  head  of  clear- 
ing the  way  to  negotiation  of  peace :  viz. 
article  118,'  The  French  people  are  the  friend 

*  and  natural  ally  of  fr^e  people:  The  pecu- 
liar view  of  this  article  is  to  exprefs,  that  fra- 
ternization  does  not  commence  except  with 
nations,  either  in  poffeffion,  or  in  the  adive 
vindication  of  civil  freedom,  by  the  univerfal 
and  unequivocal  exertion  of  the  national  will: 
thereby  fignifying  that  they  do  not  offer  their 
fraternization  to  urge  nations  to  the  over- 
throw of  any  governments  exiftirig  in  tran- 
quillity, for  the  purpofe,  even  of  political 
emancipation,  by  the  excitement  of  a  civil 
war.  They  have  felt  the  offence  which  a 
kpfe  of  precifion  in  phrafe  has  excited  againft 
them ;  and  therefore  they  purfue  the  recovery 
of  that  lapfe,  by  the  peace-offering  to  all  fo- 
reign nations,  contained  in  thefe  two  articles.   ■ 
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**  It  is  not  poffible  that  the  French  nation 
can   have  any  other   view  than  peace,   and 
the  pofleflion  of  their  new  conftitution.     The 
fubftance  of  this  article  ii8,  is  precifely  the 
conftrudion  which  M.  Chauvelin  offered  to 
the  Britifh  miniftry,  in  abatement  of  the  of- 
fence which  had  been  taken  with  the  unqua- 
lified fraternizing  decree  of  November  1 792. 
If  the  confederate  nations  have  any  real  defire 
for  peace,  confiftent  with  fecurity  to  them- 
felves,  the  purport  of  ^hefe  overtures  is  moft 
evidently  calculated  to  give  them  full  fatif^ 
fadion.     They  are  a  peace-offering  to  thofe 
who  are  willing  to  underfland, 

*'  We  are  furrounded  in  a  world  of  con- 
fternation.  Novel  principles  of  fociety  have 
now  taken  pofleflion  of  the  minds  of  men 
throughout  the  world.  The  fcience  of  po- 
litics is  no  longer  limited  merely  to  the  ar- 
rangement of  a  balance  of  powers  between 
the  various  members  of  any  community,  as 
in  a  flate  of  contentious  fociety :  the  dodrine 
of  free  compad,  founded  on  the  Rights  of 
Man,  is  now  claimed  by  mankind  in  a  maft, 
as  their  indefeafible  right.  Twenty-live  mil- 
lions 
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lions  of  men  have  thrown  down  the  gauntlet 
in  that  caufe.     By  this  principle  the  rights 
in  fociety  are  now  to  be  decided ;  the  chal- 
lenge is  loudly  proclaimed,  and  will  not  brook 
evafion  or  delay.     I  fufpea:  the  compulfive 
application  of  this  principle  is  nearer  to  all 
defpotic   governments  than  is  generally  ap* 
prehended.     We  cannot  but  recognize  a  prin*. 
ciple  capable  of  that  application,   in  recent 
events,  which  have  already  decided  in  one 
moment  of  time  the  total  fate  of  the  French 
revolution.     A  London  Gazette,  reciting  the 
tumults  of  Oaober  5  and  6,  1759,  ftates,  that 
'  the  word  to  fire  was  no  fooner  given,  thaii 
'  the  Regiment  de  Flandre  clubbed  their  arms 

*  to  a  man,   and   other   regiments   alfo  laid 

*  down  their  arms.'  An  important  fecret  is 
here  developed;  which  is,  that  the  multitudi- 
nous and  inferior  ranks  of  men,  who  ftand  in 
rank  and  file,  have  a  decifive  negative  in  all 
civil  contefls,  by  clubbing  their  arms  to  a 
man.  The  conteft  in  France  has  been  a  civil 
war  between  two  clafTea  of  men  j  the  one 
clafs  confifting  of  twenty-four  millions,  the 
other  clafs  of  one  million.  The  high,  few; 
the  many,  low.     From  th?  higheft  pinnacle' 
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to  the  loweft  abyfs  !  A  horrid  chafni  between! 
In  this  tremendous  chafm  has  the  defpotifm 
of  France  been  ingulphed. — A  fermon  of  deep 
inftrudtion  to  maDlani  • 

"  There  is  another  royal  document  that 
generalizes  the  foregoing.  It  bears  the  title 
of*  Reafons  that  his  Pruffiai.  iViajeity  oppofes 

*  to  the  general  Armament  of  the  Inhabitants 

*  of  the  Empire  of  Germany,'  viz,  (after 
fome  previous,  but  not  unimportant  matter) 

*  That  it  is  infinitely  dangerous  at  a  time 

*  like  the  prefent,  when  the  French  are  watch- 

*  ing  every  advantage  to  iufinuate  their  prin- 

*  ciples,   to  affemble  fuch   a  mafs    of  men, 

*  whofe    ideas   upon   forms   of  government 

*  muft  be  various^  and  amongft  whom  '^on- 
^  fequently,  diflenfions  might  arife,  difaftrous 

*  in  their  confequ  nces  both  tcr  he  arnues  and 
'  to  the  conftitution  of  the  empire.' 

* 

.   "  This  declaration  bafHes  all  comment,  and 
defies  all  aggravation.     The  whole  empire  of 
Germany  is  declared  to  bt    )n     ae  tiptoe  '  f 
infurre^ion,  congenial  in  fcatiiuent,  and  pre- 
meditating 
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meditating  in  their  hearts  to  folio  wr  tae  exam- 
ple of  France.     All  the  expeding  millions  of 
the  German  empire  are  thus  fuperadded    to 
the  aftual  millions  of  revolutionifts  in  France. 
AiA  if  thefe  are  truths  refpeding  the  nations 
of   Germany   and    France,    it    follows,    by 
inevitable  confequence,  that  all  other  millions 
throughout  ^eJ>otic  nations  of  Europe  are  in 
a  ftatc  of  preparation  and  promptitude  to  re- 
ceive thofe  principles  of  rtflftance  to  defpo- 
tifm,  which  the  French  are  w^.ching  every 
advantage  to  infmuate.     The    arguments  in 
this  manifeft(  have  no  bounds  ;  they  generalize 
the  principles  of  the    French  revolution,   to 
the  pret'eftinated  deftrudion  of  every  4//0//V 
<^overnn.;at  th    1  jhout  the  worlc}." 
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CHAPTER    XXIV. 

JOSUH  WLDOWOOB,  Esz, 

flis  Difcoveries^  I'qftct  cmd  Merits  as  a  Manu^ 
fadiirer :  as  a  Fhilofopher :  as  an  inland 
Navigator,  His  injlitution  of  an  AJfociation 
in  London^  which  he  called  the  General 
Chamber  of  Manufadlnrers  of  Great  Britain^ 
{lis  Oppofttion  to^Mr,  Pith  Propofttions  con^ 
cerning  the  Tradt  with  Ireland.  Account  of 
the  Chamber  of  Manufadlnrers,  The  Mem-. 
'  bers  of  the  Chamber  differ  on  the  Commercial 
Treaty  with  France,  The  Chamber  diffolved, 

AlE  was  the  maker  of  hU.own  fortune; 
and  his  country  has  been  benefited  by  his 
exertions  in  a  proportion  not  to  be  calculated, 


•• 


His  many  difcoveries  of  n€w  fpecies  of 
earthen  wares  and  porcelains,  his  ftudied 
forms  and  chafte  ftyle  of  decoration,  and  the 
corrednefs  and  judgment  with  which  all  hia 

^orks 
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Works  were  executed  under  his  oWn  eye,  and 
by  artifts  for  the  moft  part  of  his  own  forming* 
have  turned  the  current  in  this  branch  of 
commerce ;  for,  before  his  time,  England  im- 
ported the  finer  earthen  wares,  but  for  more 
than  twenty  years  paft  he  has  exported  them 
to  a  very  great  annual  amount,  the  whole  of" 
which  is  drawn  from  the**  earth,  and  from  the 
induftry  of  the  inhabitants  j  while  the  na^ 
tlonal  tafte  has  been  improved,  and  its  repu- 
tation raifed  in  foreign  countries. 

His  inventions  have  prodigioufly  increafed 
the  number  of  perfons  employed  in  the  pot- 
teries, and  in  the  traffic  and  tranfport  of  their 
materials  from  diftant  parts  of  the  kingdom ; 
and  this  clafs  of  manufadures  is>  alfo  indebted 
to  hint  ior  much  mechanical  contrivance  and 
arrangement  in  their  operations;  his  private 
manufadory  having  had  for  thirty  years  and 
upwards,  all  the  efficacy  of  a  public  work  of 
experiment. 
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Neither  was  he  unknown  in  the  walks  of 
philofophy— His  communications  to  the  Royal 

M  3  Society, 
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Society,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  fhewed 
a  mind  enlightened  by  fcience,  and  contributed 
to  procure  him  the  efteem  of  fcientific  men  at 
home,  and  throughout  Europe. 

At  an  early  period  of  his  life,  feeing  the 
impoffibility  of   extending   confiderably  the 
manufadory  he  was  engaged  in,  on  the  fpot 
which  gave  him'  birth,  without  the  advantages 
of  inland  navigation,  he  was  the  propofer  of 
the  Grand  Trunk  Canal,  and  the  chief  agent 
in  obtaining  the  a£t  of  parliament  for  making 
it,  againft  the  prejudices  of  the  landed  intereft, 
which  at  that  time  flood  very  high,  aiid  but 
juft  before  had  been  with  great  difficulty  over- 
come in  another  quarter  by  all  the  powerful 
influence  of  a  noble  Duke,  whofe  canal  was 
at  that  time  the  only  one  that  had  been  con- 
ftrudted  in  this  kingdom.     The  Grand  Trunk 
Canal  is  ninety  miles  in  length,  uniting  the 
rivers  Trent  and  Merfey ;  and  branches  have 
fmce  been  made  from  it  to  the  Severn,  to 
Oxford,  and  to  many  other  parts^  and  it  will 
alfo  have  a  communication  with  the  Grand 
Jundlion  Canal  from  Braunfton  to  Brentford. 

He 
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He  was  the  founder,  and  chief  promoter,  of 
an  aflbciation  of  manufadurers  in  London, 
which  he  denominated  ''  The  General  Cham- 
ber of  the  Manufaiflurers  of  Great  Britain.'* 

The  occafion  of  this  inftitution  was,  Mr. 
Pitt's  propofitions,  in  the  year  1786,  for  ad- 
jufting  the  commercial  intercourfe  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  ■>!»'  ! 

When  thefe  propofitions  were  made  public, 
Mr.  Wedgwood  faw  them  pregnant  with  in- 
finite mifchiefs  to  the  Britilh  manufaaurers: 
with  many  he  converfed,  and  to  others  he^A 
wrote.     He  was  adive  and  afllduous  in  writ- 
ing  and  printing,   upon  this  great  national 
fubjed.     He  circulated  his  opinions  in  hand- 
bills, in  letters,  effays,  and  paragraphs,  in  the 
newfpapers ;  and  by  every  poffible  mode  that 
he  could  take,  to  alarm  the  manufadurers  of 
the  whole  kingdom ;  and  dired  their  atten- 
tion to  the  feveral  fubjeds,  and  parts  of  the 
propofitions  which   affeded   their   particular 
interefts.     Under  a  leader  of  fuch  penetration 
and   induftry,    the    aflbciation    was  quickly 
formed,  of  all  the  principal  manufadurers. 
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who.  by  either  perfonal  attendance,  or  by  dc«' 
legates,  became  members  of  it. 

'  Thomas  Walker,  Efq.  of  Manchefter,  was^ 
next  to  Mr.  Wedgwood,  the  moft  ardent  and 
adive  member.  His  account  of  the  General 
Chamber  of  Manufadurers  is  worthy  of  no- 
tice. 

With  refped  to  the  origin  of  the  Chamber, 
he  fays,  every  one  knew  the  occafion  of"  its 
being  inftituted  at  the  time  it  was ;  and  muft 
be  fenfible,  that  it  was  intended  to  give  that 
union  and  ftrength  to  the  manufaduring  in- 
terefts  of  Great  Britain,  which  they  had  never 
before  obtained,  and  which  they  never  flood 
more  in  need  of  than  at  that  period-7to  ar- 
reft  the  hand  then  lifted  up  to  give  a  moft 
deep  and  dangerous  wound  to  the  manufac- 
tures of  this  kingdom.  He  alluded  to  the 
propofitions  fent  from  the  Irifh  to  the  Britifli 
Parliament,  for  its  affent. 

When  the  alarm  had  taken  place  to  a  con- 
fiderable  degree,  it  was  obferved  with  con- 
cern,   how  little    efFed  was  produced   by 

appli- 
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applications  frnm  finglc  and  uncomieaed 
individuals.  Their  voice  was  too  feeble  to 
be  heard  alone.  A  meeting  was  therefore 
propofed,  and  held,  of  manufaaurers  in 
London,  and  fuch  delegates  and  individuals 
from  the  country  as  were  then  in  town,  to 
confider  of  their  fituation,  as  Well  as  that  of 
the  Britifh  manuf^durers:  at  large,  and  the 
fteps  neceffary  to  be  taken,  both  for  their 
prefent  fafety  and  future  protedion.  The 
refolutions  entered  into  at  that  and  the  fub- 
fequent  meetings  were  laid  before  the  public* 

■  ,1 
Thus  did  the  General  Chamber  of  Manu-. 
fadurers  of  Great  Britain  originate  from 
the  too  well  founded  apprehenfions  of  immi- 
nent danger  to  fome  of  their  moft  eifential 
interefts  as  manufadurers ;  and  notfrora  any 
party  or  fadious  motives,  as  had  been  falfcly 
aflerted  by  fome,  and  too  eafily  believed  by 
others. 

One  circumftance  he  could  not  emit,  as  it 
exhibited  a  fpirit  of  true  patriotifm  in  the. 
gentlemen  who  compofed  the  Chamber,  and 
a  confidence  in  the  honour  and  integrity  of 
their  brethren,  which  did  the  higheft  credit 

both 
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both   to  the   one   and   to  the  other.      The 
Chamber  (he  afTerted,  he  fpoke  from  his  own 
perfonal   knowledge)    finding,    that   in    the 
bufmefs  before  them,  there  was  not  a  mo- 
ment to  be  loft,  nobly  difdained  to  wafte  any 
time,  or   a   fingle  thought,  upon  pecuniary 
matters,  which  might  be  adjufted  afterwards 
at   greater   leifure ;    but   advanced,    without 
hefitation,  the  money  neceflary  for  all  imme- 
diate calls,  and   pledged   themfelves>  for  the 
reft.     This,  he  faid,  was  an  inftance  of  that 
unbounded   confidence    which,    when  occa- 
fion  calls  for  it,    one  honeft  member  of  a 
community  ought  to  place   in  another ;  and 
this  confidence  would  be  continued  among 
members   of  any   fociety,  fo   long  as  there 
remained  Sufficient  virtue  to  deferve  it.     And 
whilft   this   confidence    was    preferved    and 
kept  up  between  the  body  of  Manufadurers 
and  their  General  Chamber,  it  would  be  the 
fureft  pledge  to   them  of  protecflion  againft 
any  future  intended  blow,  which  might  be 
too  fudden  in  its  approach  to  admit  of  other- 
wife  colleding  the  fcattercd  ftrength  of  the 
manufadurers    to    withftand    it,    and     too 
weighty  in  its  nature  for  any  fingle  arm  to 
defend  itfelf  againft. 

With 
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With  regard  to  the  efFe<3:s  of  the  meafures 
which  had  been  taken  from  time  to  time  by 
the  members  of  the  Chamber,  it  would  re- 
quire much  detail  to  bring  them  forward  to 
public  view ;  but  one  of  the  principal  ought 
by  no  means  to  pafs  unnoticed. — When,  to 
their  utter  aftonifhment,  they  were  firft  in- 
formed, from  undoubted  authority,  that  the 
Irifh  propofitions  muft  neither  be  altered  nor 
modified  in  any  refpeft  whatever,  but  muft 
ftand  or  fall  precifely  'a  their  original  form  5 
they  immediately  fent  a  deputation  to  rhe 
Minifter  to  pray  for  time,  if  it  was  even  but 
for  a  few  days,  till  they  could  confult  their 
conftituents  in  the  country ;  and  upon  re- 
ceiving an  abfolute  refufal,  together  with  a 
confirmation  of  the  above  from  the  Minifter 
himfelf,  and  a  declaration,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  bufmefs  (hould  be  brought  on  in  the 
iHoufe  of  Commons,  in  two  days  at  fartheft 
—a  petition  was  immediately  drawn  up, 
figned,  and  prefented  the  next  day  to  the 
Houfe,  praying,  that  the  petitioners  might 
be  heard  by  themfelvcs  and  counfel,  againft 

the  propofitions. It  w  as  by  this  judicious 

and   well-timed  meafure    that  the   ruin   at- 

6  tendant 
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tendant  upon  the  Irilh  propofitions  was  firft 
averted;  atid  it  was  to  the  fubfequent  fpirited 
and   unwearied   exertions  of  the  Chamber, 
together  with  the  fupport  they  teceived  from 
the    friends   of    our   manufadures   in  both 
Houfes    of    Parliament,    that   we    owe   the 
alterations  which  the  propofitions  underwent, 
and  the   change  of  the  original   eleven  into 
ttvenfj;  which,    hy  procuring   time  for  due 
conftderation,     caufed     the     uhimate    difguft 
conceived   againft   the  whole^    by  the   moft 
refpedtable  and  independent  part  of  Pariia- 
m^nt,  and  by  ahnoft,  if  not  the  whole,  of 
the  people  of  Ireland. 

If,  at  that  important  crifis,  there  had  not 
been  a  body  ready  to  aA  with  that  prompt- 
nefs  and  refolution  which  the  occafion  de- 
manded,   if   the   manufadurers   throughout 
the  illand  muft  firft  have  been  confultcd,  the 
opportunity,  fo  happily  feized,  would  have 
been  loft  for  ever,  and  the  confequences  in 
all  probability  would  have  been  fatal  to  our 
beft    interefts.      The   original    propofitions 
would,  moft  probably,  have   been,    at   this 
day,  the   eftabliihed   law   of  the  land ;  and 

many 
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many  Britifti  maniifadurers  WQuld  have  felt 
the  ruinous  efFedts  of  that  law,  before  they 
beeame  acquainted  wrth-  its  nature,  or  mode 
of  operation.  How  many  other  important 
matters  may  yearly  arife,  and  call  fpr  the  like 
promptnefs  both  in  decifion  and  execution, 
the  wifeft  nian  could  not  forefee :  and  if  this 
inftitution,  everi  in  its  infant  and  unfupported 
ftate,  (rendered  alfo,  by  the  coinplexion  of 
affairs  at  that  time,  fo  pbnoxious  to  the 
Treafury  Pench,  that  it  yvas  determined  it 
fhould,  if  poffible,  be  crulhed,)  if,  in  that 
fituation,  it  had  rendered  us  fuch  effential 
fervices,  what  might  we  not  expedt  frpm  its 
riper  years,  when  government  ftipuld  be 
convinced   of  its  integnt^-  r;id   impartiality, 

and  place  confidence  in  its  informations 

when  it  fhould  be  guided,  patronized,  aiid 
fupported  by  the  wifdpm  and  coi,>iic|,  as 
well  as  by  the  purfes,  of  the  princip.d  and 
mofl  experienced  manufa(Sturers  throughout 
Great  Britain?    ' 


•r 


><.■.■ 
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The  projed  intended  by  the  Irifh  propo- 
fitipns  being  tptally  defeated,  the  members 
pf  t\i^  Chaniber  held  their  meetmgs  only  pc- 

^afipnally. 
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cafionally.     But  in  the  following  year,  1787, 
an  event   happened   which  called   forth    all 
their  adive  exertions.     This  was  the  com- 
mercial   treaty  with    France,  negotiated  by 
Mr,  Eden,  now  Lord  Auckland.     Upon  this 
fubjea,  Mr.  Wedgwood  was  as  ardent  in  fup. 
port  of  Mr.  Pitt,  as  he  had  before  been  againft 
him.     And  Mr.  Walker,  viewing  the  com- 
mercial treaty  in  a  very  different  light  from 
Mr.  Wedgwood,  the  Chamber  became  divid- 
ed.    Mr.  Wedgwood,   and  thofe  who  were 
of  his  opinion,  abfented  themfelves ;  and  in 
a  little  time  the  Affociation   was  diffolved. 
A   few   copies  of   the   proceedings   of   the 
Chamber,  concerning  the  treaty  with  France, 
were   printed,  but  not  publifhed.      As  it  is 
poffible   that  in  fome  future    day  they  may 
be  ufeful,  the  reader  will  fee  them  preferved 
in  the  Appendix,  marked  Q^ 


;VMilW41,< 


m^'^ 


[    '75    ] 


CHAPTER   XXV. 

^^  DR,  BENyjMIN  FRANKLIN, 

Foufider  of  American  Great nefs,     B,  "d  at  Bof. 
ton.      Printer  at   Philadelphia,     Comes  to 
London.     Returns  to  America,     Made  Clerk 
of  the  AJembly,  and  Poji-Mafer  of  Phila- 
delphia.    Propofes,  with   Succefs,  an  Affo^ 
elation  to  defend  the  Province,     Ekaed  a 
Member  of  the  General  Afembly,     Difputes 
between  the  Proprietaries  and  the  Affembly, 
The  Anfwers  to   the   Governors  Meffages^ 
afcribed  to   Br,  Franklin,      Rotation  from 
one  of  them.      Made   Pojl-Majler-General 
of  all  America,     Propofes  the  Congrefs  held 
at  Albany,       Plan   of  the  Albany   Union. 
Another  Plan  propofed^   and  commtmicated 
to  Dr,  Franklin,    His  Anfwers  to  it.    North- 
ern    Frontier   attacked:    levies  troops^   and 
goes  to  proteB  it.     Sent  Agent  to  England. 
Settles  the  Difputes  between  the  Proprietaries 
and  the  Affembly.      Honours   conferred  on 
him  in    Great  Britain,     Anfwers   a  Pam- 
phlet written  by  Mejftcurs  Burkes,     Returns 
to  America,     Receives   thn    I'hnnhc  nf  the 

Afembly, 
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Jfcmiy,   and  rewarded  for  hh  Servicer 
Jippomicd  Agent  again,       HI.    Condua  on 
Ibis  Occafton  ivdl  known,      Vijits  the  Con 
tinent   of  Europe,     Petitions,   with   others, 
for  a  Grant  of  Lands  on  the  Ohio,     Report 
.      of  the  Board  of  Trade  againfl  the  Petition, 
Dr,  Franklins  Anfwer  to  the  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,     Prayer  of  the  Petition 
granted,     lord  Hiil/lwrough  reftgns  on  that 
Account,    Affair  of  HutchinfonU  and  Oliver  s 
letters,       l)r,  Franklin    leaves    England, 
War   witjp  America,       Appointed  Minifler 
Plenipotentiary  to  France,     His  Conduaors 
removed  from  the  ^iee?{s  Houfe,     Orrery 
deflroyed  in  America,      War  fionld  not  be 
made  on  thi  ^hienccs,     SevcraL  Attempts  to 
open  a  Nr-g^^ikt'on  with  him  at  Paris,     Bis 
Friendfiipfor  Mr,  Sila^  Deane,     Sends  Mr, 
Thornton   to   England,       htftmce  of  Mr, 
Fox's  great  political  Sagacity,     Dr,  Franklin 
concludes  the  Peace  between  Great  Britain 
and  America,     He  returns  to  America,     His 
Pbilofophy,    Dies,    Honours  to  h\s  Memory, 

V-/F  thi3  Philofopher,  Legiflator,  and  Stated 
pian,  it  wiU  be  faid,  that  like  the  Czar,  Peter 
the  Firft,  he  w-s  the  projeaor  and  fgup^er 

of 
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of  liis  country's  grcntnefs  and  power.     He 
wifhed  moft  fincerely  for  ti      continuance  of 
the  connexion    bet^    en   Great   Britain  and 
her  colonics;    becaufe  he  was  convinced,  it 
was  the  mutual  iutered  ot  both  to  p  cferve 
it.     Rut  when  he  faw  the  councils  of  Great 
Britain  violcn  ly  proceeding  to  the  point  of 
cnflaving  America,  he  devoted  the  force 
his  underftanding  and  penetration  to  the 
tercft  of  his  country. 

H  was  bred  a  printer  at  Bofton  in  New 
^land.  At  the  uf  only  feventeen  years, 
he  quitted  his  famer  at  Bofton,  :  id  went  to 
Phiiadelphia,  where  he  followed  his  profeffion 
fome  time.  His  talents  foon  diftinguiflied 
him.  He  was  encouraged  to  go  to  London 
to  perfed  himfelf  in  the  knowledge  of  his 
trade.  He  remained  In  London  feveral  years ; 
after  which  he  returned  to  Philadelphia,  and 
commenced  trade  on  his  own  accounv  as  a 
printer  and  ftationer,  and  met  with  the  greateft 
fuccefs. 

In  the  year  i  ^  ;^6  he  was  appointed  clerk 
to  the  General  AflembLy  of  Pennfylvania,  and 
poft-mafter  of  the  city  of-  Philadelphia. 
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In  the  year  1744,  during  the  war  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  France,  Ibme  French 
and  Indians  committed  feveral  depredations 
on  the  frontier  inhabitants  of  the  province, 
who  were  entirely  defencelefs.  At  this  criTis 
Franklin  ftepped  forth,  and  propofed  to  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  a  plan 
of  affociation,  for  the  defence  of  the  province. 
This  was  approved  of,  and  figned  by  twelve 
hundred  perfons  immediately  ;  and  in  a  few 
days  the  number  of  figners  amounted  to  ten 
thoufand.  Franklin  was  chofen  colonel  of 
the  Philadelphia  regiment. 

In  the  year  1747  he  was  chofen  repre- 
fentative  for  Philadelphia,  in  the  General 
Aflembly  of  Pennfylvania.  Warm  difputes 
at  this  time  fubfifted  between  the  Affembly 
and  the  proprietaries ;  each  contending  for 
what  they  conceived  to  be  their  rights. 
Franklin,  a  friend  to  the  rights  of  man  from 
his  infancy,  foon  diftinguifhed  himfelf  as  an 
opponent  to  the  fchemes  of  the  proprietaries. 
He  was  looked  up  to  as  the  head  of  the  op- 
pofition ;  and  to  him  h^ve  been  attributed 
many  of  the  replies  of  the  afferablies,  to  the 

meflages 
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mcfTages.of  the  governors.     His  manner  was 
plain  and  mild ;    his  ftyle  of  fpeaking  was, 
like  that  of  his  writing,   fimple,  unadorned, 
and  concife.   With  this  plain  manner,  and  his 
penetrating  and  folid  judgment,  he  was  able 
to  confound  the  moft  eloquent  and  fubtile  of 
his  adverfarics.     In  one  of  the  anfwers  of  the 
afTembly  to  the  governor,  there  is  a  fliort  paf- 
fage  of  great  beauty  and  fublimity.     It  is  in 
thefe  words ;    "  Thofe  who  would  give  up 
elTemial  liberty,  to  purchafe  a  little  temporary 
fafety,"  deferve   neither   liberty  nor    fafety." 
Upon   which,  the  writer   of  the   Hillorical 
Review  of  Pennfylvania  makes  this  remark, 
"  There  is  not  in  any  volume,   the   facred 
writings  excepted,  a  paiTage  to  be  found  better 
worth  the  veneration  of  free  men."   Page  290. 
edit.  1759. 


'     !  if 
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In  the  year  1753,  Dr.  Franklin  having  con« 
duaed  himfelf  fo  well  in  the  office  of  poft- 
mafter  for  Philadelphia,  was  appointed  poft- 
mafter  gperal  for  all  America. 

.  In  the  year  1 754,  when  the  French  in  Ca- 
nada had  made  feveral  encroachments  on  the 
v         '  Na  back 


il  tuH 


,     H 


^i8( 


DR.    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN. 


back  fettlements  of  the  Britifh  colonies,  and 
greatly  interrupted  their  trade  with  the  In- 
dians, the  meafure  of  a  general  congrefs  was 
fnggefted  by  Dr.  Franklin,  to  confift  of  com- 
miflioners  from  the  different  colonies.  The 
idea  was  approved.  The  commiffioners  were 
appointed,  and  met  at  Albany  in  the  month 
of  July  1754,  to  form  a  plan  of  union  for 
their  common  defence. 


The  plan  they  agreed  upon  was,  in, 
fliort,  this :  "  That  a  grand  council  fhould  be 
formed,  of  members  to  be  chofen  by  the  af- 
femblies  and  fent  from  all  the  colonies ;  which 
council,  together  with  a  governor  general  to 
be  appointed  by  the  crown,  fhould  be  em- 
powered to  make  general  laws  to  raife  money 
in  all  the  colonies  for  the  defence  of-  the 
whole."  This  plan  was  fent  to  the  govern- 
ment in  England  for  approbation.  America 
thought  herfelf  fujfficiently  able  to  cope  with  the 
French,  without  other  affiftance;  feveral  of  the 
,  colonies  having  alone  in  former  wars  withftood 
the  whole  power  of  the  enemy,  unaflifted  not 
only  by  the  mother  country,  but  by  any  of 
the  neighbouring  provinces.     The  plan,  how- 

'  ever. 
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cvefj   was    not  approved  in  England ;  but  a 
new  one  was  formed  inftead  of.it ;  by  which 
it  was   propofed,    that   "  the  governors    of 
all   the    colonies,    attended    by  one   or  two 
members  of  their  refpedive  councils,  Ihould 
aflemble,  concert  meafures  for  the  defence  of 
the   whole,   evea   forts   where .  they  judged 
proper,  and  raife  what  troops,  they  thought 
|ieceflary,  with  power  to  ^raw^pathe  treafury  ' 
in   England   for    the   fums.that   fhould.  be 
wanted ;  and  the  treafury  tq  be  reimburfe4,-by 
f  tax  laid  on  the  colonies  by  ad  ofparli^menjt.;'' 


Ot'ili: 
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This  new  plan  being  comnjunicfited  oby 
Governor  Shirley  to  Dr.  Franklin,  occafiQQ^d 
the^  following  letter?  from  Dr.  Franklin  ; 
which  are  worthy  of  prefer vatioi;i,  as  hifto- 
rical  documcats:    .  .  ,       ' 

..    ^  -.^^•:^v:  ...I  ■ ,-    ,      ,,  .,,,. 

**  Sir,    iTj'  ',  Tuefday  mornlngy 

*'  I  return  the  loofe  fheets  of  the  plan, 
with  thanks,  to  your  Excellency  for  commu- 
nicating them.  r 

"  I  apprehend,  that  excluding  the  feopk 
Qf  the  colonies  from  all  fhare  in  the  choice 

Nj  -  of 
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*)f  the  Grand  Council,  will  give  extretne  dif- 

fatiefadtion,  as  well  as  the  taxing  them  by 

adl  ;of  parliament,  where  they  have  no  re* 

J)refentative.      It   is  very  poflible,   that  this 

^general    government   might   be  as  well  and 

faithfully   adminiftered  without   the  people, 

a^  with   thenrj    but   where   heavy  burdens 

have  been  kid  on  them,  it  has  been  found 

Ufeful  to  m-dlzh  it,  as  much  as  poflible,  their 

^ivn  ad;    for  they  bear  better  when   they 

Biave,   6r  think   they   have,   fome   fhare   in 

tWe  dire<5Hon ;  and  when  any  public  meafures 

are  generally  grievous  or  even  diftaflieful  to 

thte  pebpk['the  whetis  of  government  muft 

in©v^  more  heavily." 

..''^ f";'  r  " ■•     '  '        ■  ...  ,  »  ■ 

"  *"^''  Sir,  Wedhefday  morning. 

"  I  mentioned  it  yefterday  to  your  Excel- 
lency as  my  opinion,  that  excluding  the  people 
of  the  colonies  from  all  fhare  in  the  choice  of 
the  Grand  Coiincil,  would  probably  give  ex- 
treme diflatisfa<ai6n,  as  well  as  the  taxing 
them  by  ad  of  parliament,  where  they  have 
no  reprefentative.  In  matters  of  general  con- 
cern to  the  people,  and  efpecially  where  bur- 
dens are  to  be  laid  upon  them,  it  is  of  ufe  to 

confidcr. 
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confider,  as  well  what  they  w.  11  be  apt  to 
think  and  fay,  as  what  they  bught  to  think  t 
I  fhall,  therefore,  as  your  Excellency  requires 
it  of  me,  briefly  mention  what  of  either  kind 
occurs  to  me  on  this  occafion. 

"  Firft,  they  will  fay,  and  perhaps  with 
juftice,  that  the  body  of  the  people  in  the 
colonies  are  as  loyal,  and  as  firmly  attached 
to  the  prefent  conftkution,  and  reigning  fa- 
mily, as  any  fubjeds  in  the  king's  dominions. 

"  That  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  the 
readinefs  and  willingnefs  of  the  •  i^prefenta- 
tives  they  may  choofe,  to  grant  from  time  tp 
time  fuch  fupplies  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  as  ihall  be  judged  neceffary,  fo  far 
as  their  abilities  will  allow. 


*    *i'    '*] 


iK 


**  That  the  people  in  the  colonies,  who 
are  to  feel  the  immediate  mifchiefs  of  in- 
vafion  and  conqueft  by  an  enemy,  in  the  lofs 
of  their  eftates,  lives,  and  liberties,  are  likely 
to  be  better  judges  of  the.  quantity  of  forces 
neceflfaryto  be  raifed  and  maintained,  forts 
to  be  built  and  fupported,  and  of  their  own 
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abilities  to  bear  the  expence,  than  the  par- 
liament of  England  at  fo  great  a  diftance. 

"  That  governors  often  come  to  the  colo- 
nies merely  to  make  fortunes,  with  which 
they  intend  to  return  to  Britain;  are  not 
always  men  of  the  beft  abilities  Or  integrity, 
have  many  of  them  no  eftate  here,  nor  any 
natural  connections  with  us,  that  fhould  make 
them  heartily  concerned  for  our  welfare; 
^nd  might  poflibly  be  fond  of  raifmg  and 
keeping  up  more  forces  than  neceflary,  from 
th?  profits  accruing  to  themfelves,  and  to 
makje  provifion  for  their  friends  and  de^ 
pendant^. 

i.  "  That  the  counfellors  in  moft  of  the  co- 
lonies being  appointed  by  the  crown,  on  the 
recommendation  of  governors,  are  often  of 
fm^U  eftates,  frequently  dependent  on  the 
governors  for  offices,  and  therefore  too  much 
under  influence. 


ryj 


"That  there  is,  therefore,  great  reafon  to 
be  jealous  of  a  power  in  fuch  governors  and 
councils,:  to  raife  fuch  fums  as  they  fhall  judge 

neceffarv 
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neceflary,  by  draft  on  the  Lords  of  the  Trea- 
fury,  to  be  afterwards  laid  oa  the  colonies  by 
ad  of  parliament,  and  paid  by  the  people 
here  ;  fince  they  might  abufe  it  by  projeding 
ufelefs  expeditions,  haraffing  the  people,  and 
taking  them  from  their  labour  to  execute 
fuch  projeds,  merely  to  create  offices  and 
employments,  and  gratify  their  dependantst 
and  divide  profits, 

:  «  That  tlie  parliament  of  England  is  at  a 
great  diftance,  fubjed  to  be  mifinformed 
and  mifled  by  fuch  governors  and  councils, 
whofe  united  interefts  might  probably  fecure 
themagainft  the  effea:  of  any  complaint  from 
hence.  •  „ 

"  That  is  fuppofed  an  undoubted  right  o<^ 
Englifhmen  not  to  be  taxed  but  by  their  own 
corifent  given  through  their  reprefentatives. 

"  That  the  colonies  have  no  reprefentatives 
in  parliament. 

"  That  to  propofe  taxing  them  by  parlia- 
ment,  and  refufe  them  the  Uberty  of  choofing 

a  repre- 
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a  reprefcntative  council,  to  meet  in  the  co^ 
lonies,  and  confider  and  judge  of  the  necef- 
fity  of  any  general  tax,  and  the  quantum, 
niews  a  fufpicion  of  their  loyalty  to  the 
crown,  or  of  their  regard  for  their  country,  or 
of  their  common  fenfe  and  underftanding, 
which  they  have  not  deferved. 

i  ■ 

•*  That  compelling  the  colonies  to  pay 
money  without  their  confent,  would  be  rather 
like  raifmg  contributions  in  an  enemy's  coun- 
try, than  taxing  of  Englifhmen  for  their  own 
public  benefit.  ,  ^ 

"  That  it  would  be  treating  them  as  a  con- 
quered people,  and  not  as  true  Britifh  fubjeds. 

"  That  a  tax  laid  by  the  Teprcfentatives  of 
the  colonies  might  eafily  be  leiFened  as  th^ 
occafions  fhould  kffen,  but  being  once  laid 
by  parliament  under  the  Influence  of  the  re- 
preferitations  made  by  governors,  would  pro- 
bably be  kept  up  and  continued  for  the  be- 
nefit of  governors,  to  the  grievous  burden 
and  difcouragement  of  the  colonics,  and  pre- 
vention of  their  growth  and  increafe.         •     . 

«  That 
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"  That  a  power  in  governors  to  march 
the  inhabitants  from  one  end  of  the  Britifh 
And  French  colonies  to  the  other,,  being  a 
country  of  at  lead  1500  miles  fqtiare,'- without 
the  approbation  or  confcnt  of  their  repre- 
fcntatives  firft  obtained  to  fuch  expeditions, 
might  be  grievous  and  ruinons  to  the  people, 
and  would  put  them  on  a  footing  with  the 
fubjeds  of  France  in  Canada,  that  now  groan 
under  fuch  oppreffion  from  their  governor, 
who  for  two  years  paft  has  haraffed  them 
with  long  and  deftruaive  marches  to  the 
Ohio. 

X      .  •  -  -  .  •  ^  •  - 

**  ^Tfiat  if  thUblohies  iii  ^k!  bbdy'hiay  be 
well  governed  by  governors  and  councils  apl 
pointed  by  the  crown.^Wjthout  repreteAtatives, 
particular  colonies  mafk^  well  or 'better  be 
fo  governed  ;  a  tax  may  be  laid  on  them  all  by 
ad  of  parliament  for  fj  .port  of  government, 
and  their  affemblies  may  be  difmiffed  as  an 
ufelefs  part  of  the  conftitution. 
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"That  the  powers  propofed  by  the  Albany 
plan  of  union,  to  be  vefted  in  a  Grand 
Council  reprefentative  of  the  people,  even 
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with  regard  to  military  matters,  are  not  fo 
great  as  thofe  the  colonies  of  Rhode-Ifland 
and  Connecticut  are  entrufted  with  by  their 
charters,  and  have  never  abufed ;  for  by  this 
plan,  the  prefident  general  is  appointed  by 
the  crown,  and  controls  all  by  his  negative  j 
but  in  thofe  governments  the  people  choofc 
the  governor,  and  yet  allow  him  no  nega- 
tive. 


iii^i  i 
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*'  That  the  Britifh  colonies  bordering  on 
the  French  are  properly  frontiers  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  empire;  and  the  frontiers, of  an  empire 
are  properly  defended  at  the  joint  expence  of 
the  body  of,  the  people  in  fuch^  empire :,  it 
woilld  now  b^e  thought  hard  by  a^  of  i)arlia^ 
nlent  to  objjge  the  Cirque' Ports  or  fea  coafts 
of  Britain  to  maintaiia  the  whole  navy,  be-r 
caufe  they  are  more  immediately  defended  by 
it,  not  allowing  them  at  the  fame  time  a  vote 
in  choofing  members  of  the  parliament ;  and 
if  the  frontiers  in  America  muft  bear  the  ex- 
pence  of  their  own  defence,  it  feems  hard  to 
allow  them  no  fhare  in  voting  the  money, 
judging  of  the  neceffity  and  fum,  or  advifing 
the  meafures. 
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"**  That  befides  the  taxes  neceflary  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers,  the  colonies  pay 
yearly  great  fums  to  the  mother  country  un- 
noticed: for  taxes  paid  in  Britain  by  the 
landholder  or  artificer,  muft  enter  into  and 
increafe  the  price  of  the  produce  of  land  and 
of  manufadures  made  of  it;  and  great  part 
of  this  is  paid  by  confumers  in  the  colonies 
who  thereby  pay  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
Britilh  taxes. 

"  We  are  reftrained  in  our  trade  with  fo- 
reign nations  ;  and  where  we  could  be  fup- 
plied  with  any  manufadure  cheaper  from 
them,  but  muft  buy  the  fame  dearer  from 
Britain,  the  difference  of  price  is  a  clear  tax 
to  Britain.  We  are  obliged  to  carry  great 
part  of  our  produce  diredly  to  Britain,  and 
where  the  duties  there  laid  upon  it  lefTen 
its  price  to  the  planter,  or  it  fells  for  lefs  than 
it  would  in  foreign  markets,  the  difference  is 
a  tax  paid  to  Britain. 

"  Some  manufadures  we  could  make,  but 
are  forbidden,  and  muft  take  them  of  Britilh 
merchants  ;  the  whole  price  of  thefe  is  a  tax 
paid  to  Britain. 
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By  our  greatly  increafing  the  demand 
and  confumption  of  Britiih  manufadures,  their 
price  is  confiderably  raifed  of  late  years  ;  the 
advance  is  clear  profit  to  Britain,  and  enables 
its  people  better  to  pay  great  taxes  ;  and  much 
of  it  being  paid  by  us,  is  clear  tax  to  Britain, 

"  In  fliort,  as  we  are  not  fuffered  to  regu- 
late our  trade,  and  reftrain  the  importation 
and  confumption  of  Britifh  fuperfluities,  (as 
Britain  can  the  confumption  of  foreign  fu- 
perfluities,) our  whole  wealth  centres  finally 
among  the  merchants  and  inhabitants  of  Bri- 
tain ;  and  if  we  make  them  richer,  and  enable 
them  better  to  pay  their  taxes,  it  is  nearly 
the  fame  as  being  taxed  ourfelvcs,  and  equally 
beneficial  to  the  crown. 

"  Thefe  kind  of  fecondary  taxes,  however, 
we  do  not  complain  of,  though  we  have  no 
fliare  in  the  laying  or  difpofing  of  them; 
but  to  pay  inmiediate  heavy  taxes,  in  the 
laying,  appropriation,  and  difpofition  of  which 
we  have  no  part,  and  wliich,  perhaps,  we  may 
know  to  be  as  unneceifary  as  grievous,  muft 
feem  hard  meafure  to  Englifhmen,  who  can- 
not conceive,  that  by  hazarding  their  lives 
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and  fortunes  in  fubduing  and  fettling  new 
countries,  extending  the  domlniun  and  in> 
creafing  the  commerce  of  their  mother  nation, 
they  have  forfeited  the  native  rights  of  Bri- 
tons, which  they  think  ought  rather  to  be 
given  them  as  due  to  fuch  merit,  if  they  had 
been  before  in  a  ftate  of  flavery. 

"  Thefe,  and  fuch  kind  of  things  as  thefe, 
I  apprehend,  will  be  thought  and  faid  by  the' 
people,    if   the   propofed    ilteration   of  the 
Albany  plan  ihould  take  place.     Then  the 
adminiftration  of  the  Board  of  Governors  and 
Council  fo  appointed,  not  having  any  repre- 
fentative  body  of  the  people  to  approve  and 
unite  in  its  meafures,  aD;i  conciliate  the  minds 
of  the  people  to  them,  will  probably  become 
rufpeded  and  odious ;  dangerous  animofities 
and  feuds  will  arife  between  the  governors 
and  governed,  and  every  thing  go  into  con- 
lulion. 
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"  Perhaps  I  am  too  apprehenfive  in  this 
matter ;  but  having  freely  given  my  opinion 
and  reafons,  your  Excellency  can  judge  better 
than  I  wliether  there  be  any  weight  in  them. 
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and  the  fhortnefs  of  the  time  allowed  me 
will,  I  hope,  in  fome  degree,  excufe  the  im- 
perfe<3:ions  of  this  fcrawl. 

"  With  the  greateft  refpe<a  and  fidelity;  I 
have  the  honour  to  be, 

"  Your  Excellency's 
•'  Mofl  obedient,  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  B.  Franklin." 


'i 


h ' '  I 


ii  '  I 


m 


«  Sir,  Boftoh,  Dec.  22,  1754. 

*'  Since  the  converfation  your  Excellency 
was  pleafed  to  honour  me  with,  on  the  fub- 
jedt  of  uniting  the  colonies  more  intimately 
with  Great  Britain,  by  allowing  them  re- 
prefentatives  in  parliament,  I  have  fomething 
further  confidered  that  matter,  and  am  of 
opinion,  that  fuch  an  union  would  be  very 
acceptable  to  the  colonies,  provided  they  had 
a  reafonable  number  of  reprefentalives  allowed 
them ;  and  that  all  the  old  adts  of  parliament 
reftraining  the  trade  or  cramping  the  manu- 
fadlures  of  the  colonies,  be  at  the  fame  time 
repealed,  and  the  Britifli  fubjeds  on  this  fide 
the  water  put,  in  thofe  refpeds,  on  the  fame 
footing  with  thofe  in  Great  Britain,  till  the 
new  parliament,  reprcfenting  the  .whole,  Ihall 
II  think 
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think  it  for  t       intereft  of  the  whole  to  re- 
enaa  fome  or  all  of  them :    it  is  not  that  I 
imagine  fo  many  reprefentatives  will  be  al- 
lowed the    colonies,   as  to   have   any   great 
weight  by  their  numbers  ;  but  I  think  there 
might  be  fuiRcient  to  occafion  thofe  laws  to 
be   better  and   more   impartially  conridered> 
and  perhaps  to  overcome  the  private  intereft 
of  a  petty  corporation,  or  of  any  particular 
fet  of  artificers  or  traders  in  England,  who 
heretofore  feerji,  in  fome  inftances,  to  have 
beeh  more  regarded  than  all  the  colonies,  or 
than  was  confiftent  with  the  general  intereft  or 
beft  national  good.     I  think  too,  that  the  go- 
vernment  of  the  colonies  by  a  parliament,  in 
which  they  are  fairly  reprefented,  would  be 
vaftly  more  agreeable  to  the  people,  than  the 
method  lately  attempted  to  be  introdq^ed  by 
royal  inftrudtions,  as  well  as  more  agreeable 
to  the  nature  cf  an  Englifh  conftitution,  and 
to  Englilh  liberty;    and  that   fuch  laws  as 
now   feem    to   bear   hard   on   the   colonies, 
would  (when  judged  by  fuch  a  parliament  for 
the  beft  intereft  of  the  whole)  be  more  cheer- 
fully fubmitted  to,  and  more  eafily  executed. 
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"  I  fhould  hope  too,  that  by  fuch  an  union'y 
the  people  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  people 
of  the  colonies,  would  learn  to  confider  them- 
felves,  not  as  belonging  to  different  comma- 
nitiec  -vith  different  interelts,  but  to  one  com- 
munity with  one  interefl,  which  I  imagine 
would  contribute  to  flrengthen  the  whole, 
and  greatly  leffen  the  danger  of  future  repa- 
rations. 


**  It  iSj  I  fuppofe,  agreed  to  be  the  general" 
interefl  of  any  flate,  that  its  people  be  nu- 
merous and  rich  ;  men  enough  to  fight  in 
its  defence,  and  enough  to  pay  fufficient  taxes 
to  defray  the  charge;  for  thefe  cirGumftances 
rend  to  the  fecurity  of  the  flate,  and  its  pro- 
tedion  from  foreign  power :  but  it  feems  nor 
of  fo  much  importance  whether  the  fighting 
be  done  by  John  or  Tluimas,  or  the  tax  paid 
by  William  or  Charles.  The  iron  manufac- 
ture employs  and  enriches  Britifh  fubjedsj 
but  is  it  of  any  importance  to  the  flate,  whe- 
ther the  manufa<aurers  live  at  Birmingham 
or  Sheffield,  or  both,  fince  they  are  flill 
within  its  bounds,  and  their  wealth  and  per- 
fons  at  its  comma'^d  I   Could  the  Goodwin 
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Sitids  be  laid  dry  by  banks,  and  land  equal 
to  a  large  country  thereby  gained  to  England, 
and  prefently  filled  with  Englifh  inhabitants, 
would  it  be  right  to  deprive  fuch  inhabitants 
of  the  common  privileges  enjoyed  by  other 
Englifkmen,  the  right  of  vending  their  pro^ 
duce  in  thu  fame  ports,  and  of  making  their 
own  flioes,  becaufe  a  merchant,  or  a  fhoe^- 
maker,  living  on  the  old  land,  might  fancy 
it  more  for  his  advantage  to  trade  or  make 
fhoes  for  them  ?  Would  this  be  right,  even 
if  the  land  were  gained  at  the  exp'ence  of  the 
ftate?  And  would   it  not  feem  lefs  right,  if 
the  charge  and  labour  of  gaining  the  addi- 
tional territory  to  Britain  had  been  borne  by 
the  fettlers  themfelves  ?  And  would  not  the 
hardfhip  appear  yet  greater,  if  the  people  of  the 
new  country  Ihould  be  allowed  no  reprefent- 
atives  in  the  parliament  ena<aing  fuch  impo- 
fitions?    Now  I  look  on  the  colonies  as  fo 
many  counties  gained  to  Great  Britain,  and 
more  advantageous    to  it  than  if  they  had 
been  gained  out  of  the  fea  around  its  coafts, 
and  joined  to  its  land :  for  being  in  different 
climates,  they  afford  greater  variety  of  pro^ 
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duce,  and  materials  for  more  manufaaured-; 
and  being  feparated  by  the  ocean,  they  i». 
creafe  much  more  its  fhipping  and  feamen  ; 
and  fince  they  are  all  included  in  the  Britiih 
empire,  which  has  only  extended  itfelf  by 
their  means ;  and  the  ftrength  and .  wealth 
of  the  parts  is  the  ftrength  and  wealth  of  the 
.whole  ;  what  imports  it  to  the  general  ftate, 
whether  a  merchant^  a  fmith,  or  a  hatter, 
grow  rich  in  OM  oi;  New  England?  And  if, 
through  increafe  of  people,  two  fmiths  are 
wanted  for  one  employed  before,  why  may 
not  the  new  fmith  be  allowed  to  live  and 
thrive  in  the  f/ew  comttry,  as  well  as  the  old 
one  in  the  6ld'^  In  fine,  why  fliould  the 
countenance  of  a  .ft^te  be  partially  afforded 
to  its  people,  unlefs  it  be  maft  in  favour  of 
thofe  who  have  moft  merit  ^  And  if  there 
be  any  difference,-  thofe  who  have  moft  con- 
tributed to  enlarge  Britain's  empire  and  com- 
.merce,  increafe  her  ftrength,  her  wealth,  arid 
the  numbers  of  her  people,  at  the  rifk 
of  their  own  lives  and  private  fortunes,  in 
new  and  ftrange  countries,  metiiinks  ought 
rather  to  expedt  forae  preference* 

-    "With. 
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"  With  the  greateft  refpeO:  and  efteem,  I 
have  the  honour  to  be 

^'  Your  Excellency's 
"  Moft  obedient,  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

"  B.  Franklin." 

The  north-weftern  frontier  being  foon  af- 
terwards  invaded  by  the  enemy,  it  became 
neceifary  to  take  meafures  for  the  protedion 
of  the  inhabitants.     Dr.  Franklin  was  ordered 
by  the  governor  to  take  charge  of  this  affair. 
Authority  to  raife   men,  and  to  appoint  of- 
ficers, was  given  to  him.     He  immediately 
levied  a  body  of  troops,  and  marched  to  the 
part  where  their  prefence  was    neceflary  to 
check  the  enemy.     He  remained  there  fome 
time,  and  did  not  leave  his  little  army  until 
required  to  attend  the  aiTembly  of  the  pro- 
vince upon  fome  important  bufinefs. 

The  internal  difputes  between  the  pro- 
prietaries and  the  aflembly  ftill  continuing, 
it  was  at  length  refalved,  to  prefent  a  petition 
to  the  King  in  council,  upon  the  fubjed ; 
and  Dr.  Franklin  wa&  appointed  agent  of  the 
province,  and  to  prefent  it. 
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He  departed  from  America  in  the  month 
of  June  1757.  He  prefented  the  petition 
■yvith  which  he  was  charged,  and  the  matter 
was  heard  .before  the  Privy  Council.  After 
an  ample  difcuffion,  it  wa§  propofed  to  Dr. 
Franklin  to  engage,  for  the  aflembly,  that 
the  afleflment  of  taxcQ  fhould  be  fo  made, 
as  that  the  proprietary  eftates  fhould  pay  nq 
more  than  a  due  proportion.  .  To  this  he 
agreed,  and  tranquillity  W4$  at  that  time 
reftored  to  the  province. 


During  his  refidence  in  London,  he  was 
admitted  a  member  of  the  Royal  fJociety. 
And  the  Univerfitie^  of  Oxford,  Edinburgh, 
and  St.  Andrews,  conferred  on  him  the  degree 
of  Dodlor  of  Laws* 

In  the  year  1760,  upon  the  prpfped  of 
peace  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  the 
late  Lord  Bath  wrote  a  tra(fl,  which  he  called 
^*  A  Letter  to  two  great  Men."  Thefe  were 
Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle.  The 
fubjedl  of  the  letter  was,  the  conditions  of 
peace,  which  the  writer  thought  fhould  be 
infifled  upon.      He   thought   the   pofTefTion 
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-of  Caiwda  preferable  to  the  acquifitions  ia 
the  Weft  Indies, 


In  anfwer  to  this  pamphlet,  there  was  an- 
other, called  "  Remarks  upon  it,"  written  by 
Meflieurs  Burkes ;  in  which  the  preference 
is  given  to  Guadaloupe.  {Martinico  was  not 
at  that  time  taken.) 

Dr.  Franklin  being  of  Lord  Bath's  opinion, 
wrote  a  reply  to  the  "  Remarks,"  which  h*- 
jntitled  "  The  true  Intereft  of  Great  Britain 
confidered,  with  regard  to  her  Colonies,  and 
the  Acquifitions  of  Canada  and  Guadaloupe ;" 
in  which  h^  fupported  the  arguments  of  Lord 
^ath. 

In  the  year  1762,  Dr.  Franklin  returned  to 
America.  He  received  the  thanks  of  the  Af- 
fembly  of  Pennfylvania,  «  as  well  for  the 
faithful  difcharge  of  his  duty  to  that  province 
in  particular,  as  for  the  many  and  important 
fervices  done  to  America  in  general,  during 
his  refidence  in  Great  Britain."  A  compen- 
fation  of  five  thoufand  pounds  were  voted  to 
km  fqr  his  fervices  during  the  fix  years. 
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In  the  year  1764  he  was  again  appointed 
agent  to  Great  Britain. 

The  meafure,  and  the  confeqnences  of  the 
American  ftamp  ad,  and  the  examination  of 
Dr.  PVanklin  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
are  all  of  them  well  known. 

After  the  difputes  on  that  fubjecH:  were 
fettled,  he  vifited  feveral  parts  of  Holland, 
Germany,  and  France.  • 

In  the  year  1770,  Dr.  Franklin,  together 
with  the  Hon.  Thomas  Walpole,  banker  in 
London,  John  Sargent,  and  Samuel  Wharton, 
Efqrs.  prefented  a  petition  to  the  King  and 
Council,  for  a  grant  of  lands  on  the  river 
Ohio  in  North  America.  The  idea  was  to 
eredt  a  new  province  in  America.  The  de- 
fign  had  been  mentioned  to  Lord  Halifax 
Abme  years  before,  when  his  Lordihip  was  at 
the  head  of  the  Board  of  Trade ;  and  Lord 
Halifax  approved  of  it  very  highly.  The 
petitioners  made  many  perfons  of  property 
and  cpnfideration  acquainted  with  their  de- 
iign  ;  feveral  of  whom  engaged  to  become 
proprietors,  if  the  grant  was  obtained. 

After 
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After  the  petition  had  lain  fome  time  before 
the  Privy  Council,  it  was,  in  the  ufual  way, 
referred  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  conflder' 
and  report  upon  it. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Report 
which    the    Board    of   Trade    made   to   thq 
Lords  of  the  Privy  Council. 


it 


Report  of  the  Lords  Commiffioners  for 
Trade  and  Plantations;  on  the  Petition  of 
the  Honourable  Thomas  Walpole  and  his 
Aflbciates,  for  a  Grant  of  Lands  on  the 
River  Ohio  in  North  America, 


**  My  Lords, 
"  Purfuant  to  your  Lordfhips'  order  of  the 
2^th  May  1770,  we  have  taken  into  our 
confideration  the  humble  memorial  of  the 
Hon.  Thomas  Walpole,  Benjamin  Franklin, 
John  Sargent,  and  Samuel  Wharton,  Efqrs! 
in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  their  aflbciates, 
fetting  forth,   (among  other  things,)   '  That 

*  they   prefented  a  petition  to  his  Majefty  in 
!  council,    for  a  grant  of  lands  in   America 

•  (parcel  of  the  lands  pur<:hafed  by  govern. 
■  *  ment 
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•  ment  of  the  Indians)  in  confideration  of  a 

*  price  to  be  paid  in  purchai'e  of  the  fame  • 

*  //6^//  In  pnrfumce  of  a  fuggejiion  which  arofe 
^  when  the  /aid  petition  was  under  confideration 

*  of  the  Lordf  Commijioners  for   Trade  and 

*  Plantations,   the    memorialifts   prefented   a 

*  petition    to    the    Lords    Commiflloners  of 

*  the    Treafury,    propofing    to    purchafe    a 

*  larger  trad  of  land  on  the  river  Ohio  in 

*  America,    fufficient  for  a  feparate  govefn-^ 

*  ment;    whereupon    their  Lordfhips    were 
^  pleafed  to  acquaint  the  meniorialifts,  they 

*  had  no  objedion  to  accepting  the  propofals 

*  made  by  them  with  refpeiSt  to  the  pur- 
^  chafe-money  and  quit-rent  to  be  paid  for 

*  the  faid  trad:  pf  land,  if  it  {hould  be 
^  thought  advifable  by  thofe .  departments 
^  of  government,    to  whom  it  belonged  to 

*  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  grant,  both  in 

*  point  of  policy  and  juftice,  that  the  grant 

*  fliould  be  made;    in  confequehce  whereof, 

*  the   memorialifts  humbly  rene^r  their  ap- 

*  plication,    that  a  grant  of  faid   liuao   may 
^  be  made  to  them,   referving  therein  to  all 

*  perfofis  their  juji    and  legal  rights    to  any 

*  parts  or  parcels  of  faid  lands  which  may  be 

■  comprehended 
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f  comprehended  within  the  traSf  prayed  f cm 
^  by  the  viemorialiJls\  whereupon  we  beg 
Jeave  to  report  to  your  LordiLips, 

"  I.  That  according  to  the  defcription  of 
the  tradt  of  land  prayed  for  by  the  memo-, 
riaiifts,  which  defcription  is  annexed  to  their 
memorial,  it  appears  to  us  to  contain  part 
of  the  dominion  of  Virginia,  to  the  fouth 
of  the  river  Ohio,  and  to  extend  feverai 
degrees  of  longitude  weftward  from  the 
weftern  ridge  of  the  Appalachian  mountains, 
as  will  more  fully  appear  to  your  Lordfhips 
from  the  annexed  fltetch  of  the  faid  traiS:, 
which  we  have  fince  caufed  to  be  deline- 
ated with  as  much  exadlnefs  as  poffible,  and 
herewith  fubmit  to  your  Lordfhips,  to  the 
end  that  your  Lordfhips  may  judge  with  the 
greater  precifion  of  the  fituation  of  the  lands 
prayed  for  in  the  memorial. 

"  II.  From  this  fketch  your  Lordfhips 
will  obfervcy  that  a  very  confiderable  part 
of  the  lands  prayed  for  lies  beyond  the  line, 
which  has,  in  confequence  of  his  Majefty's 
orders  for  that  purpofe,  been  fettled  by  treaty^ 
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as  well  with  the  tribes  of  the  Six  Nations, 
and  their  confederates,  as  with  the  Cherokee 
Indians,  as  the  boundary  line  between  his 
Majefty's  territories  and  their  hunting- 
grounds :  and  as  the  faith  of  the  crown  is 
pledged  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  both  to 
the  Six  Nations  and  to  the  Cherokees,  that 
notwithftanding  the  former  of  thefe  nations 
had  ceded  the  property  in  the  lands  to  his 
Majefly,  yet  no  fettlements  fliall  be  made  be- 
yond that  line,  it  is  our  duty  to  report  to 
your  Lordfliips  our  opinion,  that  it  would  on 
that  account  be  highly  improper  to  comply 
with  the  requeft  of  the  memorial,  fo  far  as 
it  includes  any  lands  beyond  the  /aid  line. 


"  It  remains,  therefore,  that  we  report  to 
your  Lordihips  our  opinion,  how  far  it  may 
confift  with  good  policy  and  with  jullice, 
that  his  Majefty  Ihould  comply  with  that  part 
of  the  memorial  which  relates  to  thole  lands 
which  are  fituated  to  the  call  of  that  line,  and 
arc  part  of  the  dominion  of  Virginia. 

*'  'III.  And  fn-H:  with  regard  to  the  policy, 
we  take  leave  to  remind  your  Lordflnps  of 

that 
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lliat   principle    which   was    adopted  by    tliis 
JDu^^rd,  and  approved  and  confirmed   by  his 
Muc'fly,  immediately  after  the  treaty  of  Paris, 
Vi:^.  the  confining  the  weftern  extent  of  fct- 
tlements  to  fuch  a  diftar.ce  from  the  fea  coaft 
as  that  thofc  fettlements  fliould  lie  wi/hiK  the 
reach  of  the  track  and  commerce  of  this  king^ 
chn,  upon  which  the  ftrcngth  and   riches  of 
it  depend ;   and  alfo  of  the  exercife  of  that 
authority  and  jurifdiaion,    which  was  con^ 
ceived  to  be  necefTary  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  colonies,  in  a  due  fubordination  to,  and 
dependence  upon,  the  mother  country;    and 
thefe  we  apprehend  to  have  been  two  capital 
objeds  of  his  Majefty's  proclamation  of  the 
7th  of  Oaober  1763,  by  which  his   Majefty 
declares  it  to  be  his  royal  will  and  pleafure  to 
referve  under  his  fovereignty,  protedion,  and 
dominion,  for  the  tfe  of  the  Indians,  all  the 
lands  not  included  within  the  three  new  o-q- 
vernments,  the  limits  of  which  are  defcribed 
therein,  as   alfo  all  the  lands  and  territories 
lying  to  the  weflward  of  the  fources  of  the 
rivers  which  fliall  fall  into  the   fea  from  the 
weft  and  north,  weft,  and  by  which  all  per^ 
fons  are  forbid  to  make  any  purchalls  or  fetr 

tlements 
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tlements  whatever,  or  to  take  poflefliori  ot 
fcny  of  the  lands  above  referved,  without 
fpecial  licence  for  that  purpofe. 

"  IV.  It  IS  true  indeed,  that  partly  front 
^ant  of  precifton  in  defcribing  the  line  in- 
tended to  be  marked  out  by  the  proclaffiation 
of  \^62^^  and  partly  from  a  confideration  of 
juftice  in  regard  to  legal  titles  to  lands ^  which 
had  been  ifettled  beyond  that  line,  it  has  bced 

-  fince  thought  fit  to  enter  into  engagements 
t^ith  the  Indians,   for  fixing  a  more  precife 

,  ind  determinate  boundary  between  his  Ma*» 
jefty's  territories  and  their  hunting-grounds* 

"  V.  By  this  hojmdary^  fo  far  as  it  regards 
the  cafe  now  in  queftion,  your  Lordfhips  will 
cbferve,     that    the   hunting-grounds  of  the 
Indians  are  reduced  within  narrower  limits 
than  were  fpecified  by  the  proclamation  of 
1763;    we  beg  leave  however,  to  fubmit  to 
your  Lordfhips,  that  the  fame  principles  of 
policy,  in  reference  to  fettlements  at  fo  great 
a  dijlance  from  the  fea-coaft  as  to  be  out  of  the 
reach  of  all  advantageous  intercourfe  with  this 
kingdom^  continue  to  exill  in  their  full  force 

3  and 
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^iid  ipifit ;  and,  though  various  propofitions 
for  ereaing  new  eolonies  in  the  interior  parifs 
of  America  have  been,  in  confcquence  of  this 
extenfion  of  the  boundary  lin€,  fubmitted  w 
the  confideration  of  government,  (particularly 
in  that  part  of  the  country  wherein  ate  fitu- 
ated  the  lands  now  prayed  for,  with  a  view 
to  that  objea,)  yet  the  dangers  and  difadvan- 
tages  of  complying  with  fuch  propofals  havtf 
been  fo  obvious,  as  to  defeat  every  attempt 
made  for  carrying  them  into  execution* 


<c 


•  VI.  Many  objedions,  befides  thofe  whici* 
we  have  already  ftated,  occur  to  us  to  propo- 
fitions of  this  kind ;  but  as  every  argument  on 
this  fubjed  is  c<ylle£led  together  with  great  force- 
and  predjion,  in  a  reprefentation  made  to  his 
Majefty  by  the  Gommiflioners  for  Trade  and 
Plantations  in  March  1768,  we  beg  leave  ta 
ftate  them  to  your  Lordfhips  in  their  words. 

"  In  that  reprefentation  they  deliver  their 

opinion  upon  a  propofition  for  fettling  new 

eolonies  in  the  interior  country  as  follows, 
viz. 

•  The- 
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*  The  propofition  of  forming  inland  colo- 

*  nies  iti  Americal  is,  we  humbly  conceive, 

*  entirely  new :  it  adopts  principles  in  refped 

*  to   American   fettlements,     different    from 

*  what  have  hitherto  been  the  policy  of  this 

*  kingdom,  and  leads  to  a  fyftem  which,  if 
«  purfued  through  all  its  cbrifequences,  is,  in 

*  the   prefent  ftate  of  that  country,    of  the 

*  greateft  importance. 

*  'The  great  obje(ft  oi  colonizing  upon  the 

*  continent  of  North  America,  has  been  to 

*  iniprove  and  extend  the  commerce,  naviga- 

*  tion,    and   manufactures  of  this  kingdom, 

*  upon  which  its  ftrength  and  fecurity  de- 

*  pend. 

'    *  ^'  ^7  promoting  the  advantageous  fiftiery 

*  carried  on. upon  the  northern  coaft. 
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*  2.  By  encouraging  the  growth  and  cul- 

*  ture  of  naval  ftores,  and  of  raw  materials, 

*  td   be  tranrported  hither  in  exchange  for 

*  perfect  manufadures   arid  other  merchan- 

*  dife. 
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*  3.  By  fecuring  a  fupply  of  lumber,  pro- 

*  vifions,  and  other  necefTaries,  for  the  fup- 

*  port  of  our  eftablifliments  in  the  American 

*  iflands. 
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*  In  order  to  anfwer  thefe  lalutary  purpofes^ 
it  has  been  the  policy  of  this  kingdom  to 
confine  her  fettlements  as  much  as  poffible 
to  the  fea-coaft,  and  not  to  extend  them  to 
places  inacceffible  to  fhipping,  and  confe- 
quently  more  out  of  the  reach  of  commerce; 
a  plan  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  fe- 
cured  the  attainment  of  thefe  commercial 
objeds,  had  the  further  political  advantage 
of  guarding  againft  all  interfering  of  foreign 
powers,  and  of  enabling  this  kingdom  to 
keep  up  a  fuperior  naval  force  in  thofe  feas, 
by  the  adual  poffeflion  of  fuch  rivers  and 
harbours  as  were  proper  ftati  Jns  for  fleets 
in  time  of  war. 


i         s       1.(1 


*  Such,  may  it  pleafe  yotir  Majefly,  have 
been  the  confiderations  inducing  that  plan 
of  policy  hitherto  purfued  in  the  fettlement 
of  your  Majefty's  American  colonies,  with 
which  the  private  intereft  and  fagacity  of 

Vol.  II,  p  *  ^1^^ 
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*  the  fettlers  co-operated  from  the  firft  eftab- 
'  lifhments  formed  upon  that  continent.   It 

*  was  upon  thefe  principles,  and  with  thefe 

*  views,     that    government    undertook    the 

*  fettling  of  Nova  Scotia  in   1749;    and  it 
'  was  from  a  view  of  the  advantages  repre- 

*  fented  to  arife  from  it  in  thefe   different 
'  articles,  that  it  was  fo  liberally  fupported 

*  by  the  aid  of  parliament. 


.  .us 
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'  The  fame  motives,  though  operating  in 
a  lefs  degree,  and  applying  to  fewer  ohjeds, 
did,  as  we  humbly  conceive,  induce  the 
forming  the  colonies  of  Georgia,  Eaft 
Florida,  and  Weft  Florida,  to  the  South, 
and  the  making  thofe  provincial  arrange- 
ments in  the  proclamation  of  1763,  by 
which  the  interior  country  was  left  to  the 
pofleffion  of  the  Indians. 


*  Having  thus  briefly  ftated  what  has  been 

*  the  policy  of  this  kingdom  in  refpe^t  to  co- 
'  Ionizing  in  America,  it  may  be  neceflary  to 

*  take  a  curfory  view  of  what  has  been  the 
'  effed:  of  it  in  thofe  colonies,  where  there 

*  has  been  fufEcient  time  for  that  efFefl:  to 

.  '  difcover 
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difcover  itfelf;    becaufe,    if  it  ihall  appear 
from  the  prefent  ftate  of  thefe  fettlements, 
and  the  progrefs  they  have  made,  that  they 
are  likely  to  produce  the  advantages  above 
ftated,  it  will,  we  humbly  apprehend,  be  a 
very  ftrong  argument  againft  forming  fettle- 
ments  in  the  interior  country;  more  efpc- 
cially,  when  every  advantage,  derived  from 
an  eftablilhed  government,  would  naturally 
tend   to  draw    the  ftream  of  population; 
fertility  of  foil  and  temperature  of  climate 
offering    fuperior    incitements    to   fettlers, 
who,  expofed  to  few  hardfhips,  and  ftrug- 
gling  with  few  difficulties,  could,  with  little 
labour,  earn  an  abundance  for  their  own 
wants,  but  without  a  poffibility  of  fupplying 
ours  with  any  confiderable  quantities.     Nor 
would   thefe   inducements   be  confined   in 
their  operation  to  foreign  emigrants,  deter- 
mining their  choice  where   to  fettle,    but 
would  ad  moft  powerfully  upon  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  northern  and  fouthern  latitudes 
of   your  Majefty's    American   dominions; 
who,  ever  fuffering  under  the  oppofite  ex- 
tremes of  heat  and  cold,  would  be  equally 
tempted  by  a  moderate  climate  to  abandon 
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*  latitudes  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  produc- 

*  tion  of  thofe  things,  which  are  by  Nature 

*  denied  to  us ;    and  for  the  whole  of  which . 

*  we  fhould,  without  their  affiftance,   ftand 
'  indebted    to,    and   dependent  upon    other 

*  countries. 


iii-f ,.  ■ 
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*  It  is  well  known  that  antecedent  to  the 

*  year  1749,  all  that  part  of  the  fea-coaft  of 

*  the  Britifli  empire  in  America,  which  ex- 
^  tends  north- eaft  from  the  province  of  Main 

*  to  Canceau  in  Neva  Scotia,  and  from  thence 

*  to  the  mouth  of  St,  Laurence  river,    lay 

*  wafte-and  neglected;  though  naturally  af- 

*  fording,    or   capable  by  art  of  producing, 

*  every     fpecies   of   naval   ftores;     the   feas 

*  abounding  with  whale,  cod,  and  other  va- 

*  luable  fifh,  and  having  many  great  rivers, 

*  bays,  and  harbours,  fit  for  the  reception  of 

*  fhips  of  war.  Thus  circumftanced,  a  con- 
'  fideration  of  the  great  commercial  advan- 
*.  tages  which  would  follow  from  fecuring  the 
'  pofleffion  of  this  country,  combined  with, 
'  the  evidence  of  the  value  fet  upon  it  by  our 

*  enemies,  who,  during  the  war  which  ter- 
'  minated  at  that  period,  had,  at  an  immerlfe 

'  expence, 
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<  expence,  attempted  to  wreft  it  from  us,  in- 

*  duced  that  plan,  for  the  fettlement  of  Nova 
I  Scotia,  to  which  we  have  before  refei-redj 
I  and  which,  being  profecutcd  with  vigour, 

*  though  at  a  very  large:  expence  to  this  king- 

*  dom,  fecured  the  poflefficn  of  that  pro^ 
^'  vince,  and  formed  thofe  eftabli{hn)ents 
'  which  contributed   fo  greatly  to   facilitate 

*  and  promote  the  fuccefs  of  your  Majefty'^ 

*  arms  in  the  late  war. 

*  The  eftablifliment  of  government  in  this 
part  of  America,  having  opened  to  the  view 
and  information  of  your  Majefty's  fubjcds 
in  other  colonies  the  great  commercial  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  it,  induced  a 
zeal  for  migration;  and  aflbciations  were 
formed  for  taking  up  lands,  and  making 
fettlements,  in  this  province,  by  principal 
perfons  refiding  in  thefe  colonies. 

*  In  confequence  of  thefe  afTociations,  up- 

*  wards  of  ten   thoufand    fouls  have  palTed 

*  from  thofe  colonies  into  Nova  Scotia  j  who 
'  have  either  engaged  in  the  fifheries,  or  be- 

*  come  exporters  of  lumber  and  provifions  to 

^  3  *  the 
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the  Weft  Indies.  And  further  fettlement», 
to  the  extent  of  twenty-one  townlhipa,  of 
one  hundred  thoufand  acres  each,  have 
been  engaged  to  be  made  there,  by  many  of 
the  principal  perfons  in  Pennfylvania,  whofe 
names  and  aflbciation  for  that  purpofe  now 
lie  before  your  Majefty  in  council. 

*  The  government  of  MafTachuflets  Bay, 
as  well  as  the  proprietors  of  large  tra-tls  to 
the  eaftward  of  the  province  of  Main,  ex- 
cited by  the  fuccefs  of  thefe  fettlements,  are 
giving  every  encouragement  to  the  like 
fettlements  in  that  valuable  country,  lying 
between  them  and  Nova  Scotia;  and  the 
proprietors  of  the  twelve  townihips  lately 
laid  out  there,  by  the  MaflachulTets  govern- 
ment, now  folicit  your  Majefty  for  a  con-i 
firmation  of  their  title. 

*  Such,  jnay  it  pleafe  your  Majefty,  is  the 
prefent  ftate  of  the  progrefs  making  in  the 
fettlement  of  the  northern  parts  of  the  fea- 
coafts  of  North  America,  in  confequence  of 
what  appears  to  have  been  the  policy 
adopted  by  this  kingdom.     And  many  per- 
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fbn^  of  rank  and  fubftance  here  are  pro- 
ceeding to  carry  into  execution  the  plan 
whieh   your   Majefty   (purfuing  the  fame 
principles  of  commercial  policy)  has   ap- 
proved for  the  fettlement  of  the  iflands  of 
St.  John  and  Cape  Breton,  and  of  the  new 
eftablifhed   colonies   to   the   fouth.      And, 
therefore,  as  we  are  fully  convinced,  that 
the  encouraging  fettlements  upon  the  fea- 
coaft  of  North  America  is  founded  in  the 
true  principles  of  commercial  policy;  as  we 
find  upon  examination,  that  the  happy  ef- 
feds  of  that  policy  are  now  beginning  to 
open   themfelves,    in  the  eftablifhment   of 
thefe  branches  of  commerce,  culture,  and 
navigation,     upon     which    the     ftrength, 
wealth,  and  fecurity  of  this  kingdom  de- 
pend;   we   cannot   be  of  opinion   that  it 
would  in  any  view  be  advifable   to  diveft 
your  Majefty's  fubjeds  in  America  from 
the  purfuit  of  thofe  important  objeds,  by 
adopting  meafures  of  a  new  policy,  at  an 
expence  to  this  kingdom^  which  in  its  prefcnt 
Jiate  it  is  unable  to  bear. 
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'  This,  may  it  pleafe  your  Majcfty,  being 

*  the  light  in  which  we  view  the  propofition 

*  of  colonizing  in  the  interior  country,  con- 

*  fidered  as  a  general  principle  of  policy;  we 

*  fhall,  in  the  next  place,  proceed  to  examine 

*  the  feveral  arguments  urged  in  fupport  of 

*  the   particular  eflablifhments  now   recom- 
^  mended, 

*  Thefe  arguments  appear  to  us  reduciblq 
'  to  the  following  general  propofitions,  viz. 

*  Firft,  That  fuch  colonies  will   promote 

*  population,  and  increafe  the  demands  for, 

*  and  confumption  of  Britifh  manufadures. 

*  Secondly,  That  they  will  fecure  the  fur 

*  trade,  and  prevent  an  illicit  tra^e,  or  inter- 

*  fering  of   French  or  Spaniards    with   the 
'  Indians, 


\m 


'  Thirdly,    That  they  will   be   a  defence 

•  and  proteaion  to  the  old  colonies  againfl; 

*  the  Indians. 
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*  Fourthly,  That  they  will  contribute  to 
leflen  the  prefent  heavy  expencc  of  fupply- 
ingprovifions  to  the  different  forts  and  gar- 
rifons. 

Laftly,  That  they  are  neceflary  in  refpe(ft 
to  the  inhabitants  already  refiding  in  thofe 
places  where  they  are  propofed  to  be  efta- 
bJilhed,  who  require  fonie  form  of  civil  go- 
vernment. 

*  After  what  we  have  already  ftated  with 
refped:  to  the  policy  of  encouraging  colo- 
nies in  the  interior  country  as  a  general 
principle,  we  truft  it  will  not  be  neceffary 
to  enter  into  an  ample  difcuflion  of  the  ar- 
guments brought  to  fupport  the  foregoing 
proportions. 

• 

*  We  admit  as  an  undeniable  principle  of 
true  policy,  that  with  a  view  to  prevent 
manufadures,  it  is  neceffary  and  proper  to 
open  an  extent  of  territory  for  colonizatioa 
proportioned  to  the  increafe  of  people,  as  a 
large  number  of  inhabitants,  cooped  up  in 
narrow  limits,  without  a  fufficiency  of  land 
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for  produce,  would  be  compelled  to  convert 
their  attention  and   induftry  to    manufac- 
tures :   but  we  fubmit  whether  the  encou- 
ragement given  to  the  fettlement  of  the  colo- 
nies upon  the  fca-coaft,  and  the  efl'cdt  which 
fuch  encouragement  has  had,  have  not  al- 
ready efFeQually  provided  for  this  objed:,  as 
well  as  for  increafing  the  demand  for,  and 
confumption   of  Britilh  manufactures,    an 
advantage  which,  in  our  humble  opinion, 
would  not  be  promoted  by  thefe  new  colo- 
nies, which  being  propofed  to  b.e  eftablilhed, 
at  the  diftance  of  ci/wve  Jifteen  hundred  miles 
from  the  feci  ^  and  in  places  which,  upon  the 
fullefl  evidence,  are  found  to  be  utterly  in-r 
acceflible  to  fliipping,  will,  from  their  in- 
ability to  find  returns  wherewith  to  pay  for 
the  manufad:ures  of  Great  Britain,  be  pro- 
bably led  to  manufadlure  for  themfelves;  a 
confequence  which  experience   fhews  has 
conftantly  attended  in  greater  or  lefler  de- 
gree every  inland  fettlement;  and  therefore 
ought,  in  our  humble  opinion,  to  be  care- 
fully guarded   againft,  by  encouraging  the 
fettlement  of  that  extenfive  tra£t  of  fea-coaft 
hitherto  unoccupied ;   whichy  together  'with 

«  tk 
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the  liberty  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  middle 
colonies   will  have   (in   confequence  of  the 
propofed  bofindary  line  with  the  Indians)  of 
gradttally    extending    thenfelvcs   backwards^ 
will  more  efFedually  and  beneficially  anfwer 
the,  objcd  of  encouraging  population  and 
confumption,  than  the  credion  of  new  go. 
vernments;    ilich  gradual   extenfion   might 
through  the  medium  of  a  continued  popu- 
lation,   upon  even  the  fame  extent  of  terri- 
tory, prclerve  a  communication  of  mutual 
commercial  benefits  between  its  extremeft 
parts  and  Great  Britain,  Impojfible  to  exlfl  In 
colonies  feparated  by  hnmenfe  traHs  of  unpeo^ 
pled  defart.—As  to  the  efFea  which  it  is 
fuppofed  the  colonies  may  have  to  increafe 
and  promote  the  fur  trade,  and  to  prevent 
all  contraband  trade  or  intercourfe  between 
the  Indians  under  your  Majedy's  protedion, 
and  the  French  or  Spaniards;  it  does  appear 
to  us,  that  the  extenfion  of  the  fur  trade 
depends  entirely  upon   the   Indians   being 
undifturbed  in  the  pofTeffion  of  their  hunt- 
ing-grounds; that  all  colonizing  does  in  its 
nature,  and  muft  in  its  confequences,  ope- 
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rate  to  the  prejudice  of  that  branch  of 
commerce,  and  that  the  French  and  Spaniard 
would  be  left  in  pofleflion  of  a  great  part  of 
what  remained;  as  New  Orleans  would  ftill 
continue  the  beft  and  fureft  market. 


*  As  to  the  protedion  which  it  is  fuppofed 

*  thefe  new  colonies  may  be  capable  of  af- 
«  fording  to  the,  old  ones,  it  will,  in  our  opi- 
<  nion,  appear  on  the  flighteft  view  of  their 

*  fituation,  that  fo  far  from  affording  protec- 

*  tion  to  the    old    colonies,  they  will  ftand 

*  mofl  in  need  of  it  themfelves. 

*  It  cannot  be  denied,  ♦■hat  new  colonies 

*  would  be  of  advantage  in  railing  provifions 
*.for  the  fupply  of  fuch  forts  and  garrifons 

*  as  may  be  kept  up  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

*  them  ;   but  as  the  degree  of  utility  will  be 

*  proportioned  to  the  number  and  fituation  of 

*  thefe  forts  and  garrifons,  which  upon  the 

*  refult  of  the   prefent   inquiry   it  may  be 

*  thought  advifable  to  continue,  fo  the  force 

*  of  the  argument  will   depend  upon  that 

*  event. 
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*  The  prefent  French   inhabitants   in   the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Lakes,  will,  in  our 
humble   opinion,    be   fufficient   to   furnifh 
with  provifions  whatever  polls  may  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  continued  there  ;  and  as  there 
are  alfo  French  inhabitants  fettled  in  fome 
parts  cf  the  country  lying  upon  the  Mif- 
fiffippi,  between  the  rivers  Illinois  and  the 
Ohio,   it   is   to  be  hoped  that  a  fufficient 
number   of    thefe   may  be  induced  to  fix 
their  abode,    where  the  fame  convenience 
and  advantage  may  be  derived  from  them ; 
but  if  no  fuch  circumftance  were  to  exift, 
and    no   fuch    alfiftance    to     be    expeded 
from  it,   the  objeaions  ftated  to  the  plan 
now  under  our  confideration  are  fuperior  to 
this,  or  any  other  advantage  it  can  produce  ; 
and  although  civil  eftablifliments  have  fre- 
quently rendered  the  expence  of  an  armed 
force    necefiary  for  their   protcdion,    one 
of  the  many  objedions  to  thcfe  now  pro- 
pofed,  yet  we  humbly  prefume  there  never 
has  been  an  inftance  of  a  government  in- 
ftituted  merely  with  a   view   to  fupply  a 
body  of  troops  with   fuitable    provifions; 
nor  is  it  necellary  in  thefe  inftances  for  the 

*  fettlc- 
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*  fettlements,  already  exifting,  as  above  de* 

*  fcribed,  which  being   formed   under  mili- 

*  tary  eftabli{hments,  and  ever   fubjedled  to 

*  military  authority,   do  not,  in  our  humble 

*  opinion,  require  any  other  fuperintendence 

*  than  that  of  the  military  officers  command- 

*  ing  at  thefe  pofts.' 


"  In  addition  to  this  opinion  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  exprefled  in  the  foregoing  recital) 
■we  further  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Lord- 
fhips  to  the  opinion  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Majefty's  forces  in  North  Ame- 
rica, who,  in  a  letter  laid  befqre  us  by  the 
Earl  of  Hillfborough,  delivers  his  fentiments 
with  regard  to  the  fettlements  in  the  in- 
terior parts  of  America  in  the  following 
words,  viz, 

0 

"  VII.  *  As  to  increafing  the  fettlements  to 

*  refpedtable  provinces,   and  to  colonization 

*  in  general  terms  in  the  remote  countries,  I 

*  conceive    it    altogether    inconfiftent    with 

*  found  policy ;  for  there  is  little  appearance 

*  that  the  advantages  will  arife  from  it  which 

*  nations  expedt  when  they  fend  out  colonies 
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mtoforeig.i  countries ;  they  can  give  no  en- 
couragement to  tlie  fifliery,  and  though  the 
country  might  afford  fome  kind   of  naval 
ftores,   the  diftance   would    be   too  far  to 
tranfport  them  ;    and  for  the  fame  reafon 
they  could    not    fupply   the  fugar    iflands 
with  lumber  and   provifions.     As  for  the 
raifmg  wine,   filk,  and  other  commodities, 
the  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  prefent  colonies 
without  planting  others  for  the  purpofe  at 
fo  vaft  a  diftance ;    but  on  the  fuppofition 
that  they  would  be  raifed,  their  very  long^ 
tranfportation    muft   probably  make   them 
too  dear  for  any  market.     I  do  not  appre- 
hend the  inhabitants  could  have  any  com- 
modities to  barter  for  manufactures 'except 
flans  and  furs,  which  will  naturally  decreafe 
as  the  country  increafes  in  people,  and  the 
defarts  are  cultivated ;  fo  that  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  years  neceffity  would  force  them 
to  provide  manufadures  of  fome  kind  for 
themfelves ;  and  when  all  connedion  up- 
held by  commerce  with  the  mother  country 
fliall  ceafe,  it  may  be  expeded,  that  an  in- 
dependency on  her  government  will  foon 
follow;    the  pretence  of  forming  barriers 
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will  have  no  end  ;  wherever  we  fettle,  how^ 
ever  remote,  there  muft  be  a  frontier  ;  and 
there  is  room  enough  for  the  colonifts  to 
fpread  within  our  prefent  limits,  for  a  cen- 
tury to  come.  If  we  refled:  how  the  peo- 
ple of  themfelves  have  gradually  retired 
from  the  coaft,  we  fhall  be  convinced  they 
want  no  encouragement  to  defert  fea-coafts, 
and  go  into  the  back  countries,  where  the 
lands  are  better,  and  got  upon  eafier  terms; 
they  are  already  almoft  out  of  the  reach  of 
law  and  government  j  neither  the  endea- 
vours cf  government,  or  fear  of  Indians, 
has  kept  them  properly  within  bounds ; 
and  it  is  apparently  moft  for  the  intereft  of 
Great  Britain  to  confine  the  colonies  on 
the  fide  of  the  back  country,  and  to  direfl 
their  fettlements  along  the  fea-coaft,  where 
millions  of  acres  are  yet  uncultivated.  The 
lower  provinces  are  flill  thinly  inhabited, 
and  not  brought  to  the  point  of  perfedion 
that  has  been  aimed  at  for  the  mutual  be- 
nefit of  Great  Britain  and  themfelves.  Al^ 
though  America  may  fupply  the  mother 
country  with  many  articles,  few  of  them 
are  yet  fupplied  in  quantities  equal  to  her 

'  con- 


,r 


< 

( 
c 

< 
c 
( 
( 
< 
( 
( 
c 
< 
( 
c 
( 
c 
( 
{ 
< 
t 
■  i 
I 
I 
< 


Dft.    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN.  225 

confumptlon ;    the  quantity  of  iron  tranf, 
ported  is  not  great,  of  hemp  very  fmall,  and 
there  are  many  other  commodities  not  ne- 
cefTary  to  enumerate,   which  America  has 
not  yet  been  able  to  raife,  notwithftandittg 
the  encouragement  given  her  by  bounties 
and   premiums.      The   laying    open    new 
trads  of  fertile  territory  in  moderate  cli- 
mates  might  leflen   her  prefent  produce ; 
|or  It  IS  the  paffion  of  every  man  to  be  a 
landholder,  and  the  people  have  a  natural 
difpofition  to  rove  in  fearch  of  good  lands 
however   diftant.      It   may  be   a   queftioa 
hkewife,  whether  colonization  of  the  kind 
could  be  eifeded    wiibouf   an  Indian  war, 
and  fighting  fir  every  inch  of  ground.     The 
Indians  have  long  been  jealous  of  our  power, 
and  have  no  patience  in  feeing  us  approach' 
their  towns,  and  fettle  upon  their  hunting- 
grounds  ;    atonements   may  be  made  for  a 
fraud  difcovered  in  a  trader,  and  even  the 
murder  of  fome  of  their  tribes,  but  encroarh^ 
ments  upon  their  lands  have  often  produced 
i^rious.  confequences.     The  fprings  of  the 
laft  general  war  are  to  be  difcovered  near 
the   Allegany   mountains,    and    upon    the 
banks  of  the  Ohio, 
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'  It  is  fo  obvious,  that  fettlers  might  raife 
prpvifions  to  feed  the  troops  cheaper  than  it 
can  be  tranfported  from  the  country  below, 
that  it  is  not  neceffary  to  explain  it ;  but 
I  muft  own  I  know  no  other  ufe  in  fettle- 
ments,  or  can  give  any  other  reafon  for 
fupporting  forts,  than  to  prote(St  the  fet- 
tlements,  and  keep  the  fettlers  in  fubjedion 
to  government. 

*  I  conceive,  that  to  procure  all  the  com- 
merce it  will  afibrd,  and  as  little  expence 
to  ourfelves  as  we  can,  is  the  only  objed 
we  fhall  haVe  in  view  in  the  interior  coun- 
try for  a  century  to  come ;  and  I  imagine 
it  might  be  efieded,  by  proper  manage- 
ment, without  either  forts  or  fettlements. 
Our  manufactures  are  as  much  defired  by 
the  Indians,  as  their  peltry  is  fought  for  by 
us  ;  what  was  originally  deemed  a  fuper- 
fluity,  or  a  luxury  by  the  natives,  is  now 
become  a  nec^il'ary  ;  they  are  difufed  to 
the  bow,  and  can  neither  hunt,,  or  make 
war  without  fire-arms,  powder,  and  lead. 
The  Britifii  provinces  can  only  fupply 
them  with  their  neceflaries,  which,  they 
know,  and  for  theiv  own  fakes  would  pro- 
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«  tea  the  trader,  which  they  adually  do  at 

*  prefent.     It  would  remain  with  us  to  pre- 

*  vent  the  trader's  being  guilty  of  frauds  and 

*  impofitions,  and  to  purfue  the   fame   me- 

*  thods    to   that   end,    as  are   taken   in   the 

*  fouthern     diftridt  ;     and    I    muft    confefs. 

*  though  the   plan  purfued    in   that    diftria 
I  might  be  improved  by  proper  laws  to  fup- 

*  port  it,  that  I  do  not  know  a  better  or  more 
I  economical  plan  for   the   management  of 

*  trade  ;    there  are   neither  forts  nor  fettle- 

*  ments   in    the    fouthern    department,    and 

*  there  are  both  in  the  northern  department ; 
^'  and  your  Lordfhips  will  be  the  beft  judge' 

*  which  of  them   has   given    you  the   leaft 
'  trouble ;  in  which  we  have  had  the  feweft 

*  quarrels  with,  or  compkints  from  the  In- 

*  dians.  , 

'  I  know  of  nothing  fo  liable  to  bring  on 
a  ferious  quarrel  with  Indians  as  a?t  invafion 
of  their  property.  Let  the  favages  enjoy 
their  deflirts  in  quiet ;  little  bickerings  that 
may  unavoidably  fometimes  happen,  may 
foon  be  accommodated;  and  I  am  of  opi-' 
nion,  independent  of  the  motives  of  com^ 
mon  juftice  and  humanity,  that  the  prin- 
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ciples  of  intereft  and  policy  ihoiild  induce 
us  rather  to  protedt  than  moleft  them ; 
were  they  driven  from  their  forefts,  the 
peltry  trade  would  dccreafe ;  and  it  is  not 
impojfible  that  worfe  favages  would  take 
refuge  in  them,  for  they  might  then  become 
the  afylum  of  fugitive  negroes,  and  idle 
vagabonds,  efcaped  from  juftice,  who  in 
time  might  become  formidable,  and  fubfift 
by  rapine,  and  plundering  the  lower  coun- 
tries.' 


"  VIII.  The  opinions  delivered  in  the 
foregoing  recitals  are  fo  accurate  and  precife, 
as  to  make  it  almoft  unneceflary  to  add  any 
thing  more :  but  we  beg  leave  to  lay  before 
your  Lordlhips  the  fentiments  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Governor  of  Georgia,  upon  the  fubjedl 
of  large  grants  in  the  interior  parts  of  America, 
whofe  knowledge  and  experience  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  colonies  give  great  weight  to  his 
opinion. 


.  i 


"  In  a  letter  to  us,  on  the  fubjed  of  the 
mifchiefs  attending  fuch  grants,  he  expreffes 
himfelf  in  the  following  manner,  viz. 
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And  now,  my  Lords,  I  beg  your  patience 
a  moment,  while  I  confider  this  matter  in 
a  more  extenfive  point  of  view,  and  go  a 
little   further  in    declaring    my  fentiments 
and  opinion,  with  refpedt  to  the  granting 
of  large  bodies  of  land,  in  the  back  parts 
of  the  province  of  Georgia,  of  in  any  other 
of  his  Majefty's  northern  colonies,  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  fea-coaft,  or  from  fuch  part^ 
of  any  province  as  are  already  fettled  and 
inhabited. 


c 
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•  And  this  matter,  my  Lords,  appears  to 
me,  in  a  very  ferious  and  alarming  light  ; 
and  I  humbly  conceive  may  be  attended 
with  the  greateft  and  worft  of  confequences  ; 
for,  my  Lords,  if  a  vaft  territory  be  granted' 
to  any  fet  of  gentlemen,  who  really  mean 
to   people  it,   and  adually  do  fo,  it  mull 
draw  and  carry  out  a  great  number  of  peo- 
ple from  Great  Britain ;  and  I  apprehend 
they  will  foon  become  a  kind  of  feparate  and 
independent  people,  and  who  will  fet  up 
for  themfelves ;    that  they  will   foon  hav^ 
manufadures  of  their  own  ;    that  they  will 
neither  take  fupplies  from  the  mother  coun- 
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try,  or  from  the  provinces,  at  the  back  of 
which  they  are  fettled  ;  that  being  at  a  dif- 
tance  from  the  feat  of  government,  courtsi 
magiftrates,  &c.  &c.  they  will  be  out  of 
the  reach  and  control  of  law  and  govern- 
ment ;  that  it  will  become  a  receptacle 
and  kind  of  afylum  for  offenders,  who  will 
fly  from  juftice  to  fuch  new  country  or 
colony ;  and  therefore  crimes  and  offences 
will  be  committed,  not  only  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  fuch  new  fettlements,  but  elfewhere, 
and  pafs  with  impunity ;  and  that  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time  (and  perhaps  at  no  great  dif- 
tance)  they  will  become  formidable  enough 
*^to  oppofe  his  Majefty's  authority,  difturb 
government,  and  even  give  law  to  the 
other  or  firft  fettled  part  of  the  country, 
and  throw  every  thing  into  confufion. 

*  My  Lords,  I  hope  I  fhall  not  be  thought 
impertinent,  when  I  give  my  opinion  freely, 
in  a  matter  of  fo  great  confequence,  as  I 
conceive  this  to  be ;  and,  my  Lords,  I  ap- 
prehend, that  in  all  the  American  colonies, 
great  care  ihould  be  taken,  that  the  lands  on 
the  fea-coaft  fhould  be  thick  fettled    with 

*  inhabit- 
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*  inhabitants,    and  well  cultivated    and    im- 

*  proved  ;  and  that  the  fettlements  fhould  be 
'  gradually  extended  back  into  the  province, 

*  and  as  much  conneaed  as  poflible,  to  keep 

*  the  people  together  in  as  narrow  a  compafs 

*  as  t/je  nature  of  the  lands  and  Ji ate  of  things 

*  will  admit  of;  and  by  which   means  there 

*  would  probably  become  only  one  general 
«  view  and   intereft  amongft  thera,  and  the 

*  power  of  government  and    law  would  of 

*  courfe  naturally  and   eafily  go  with  thenr 

*  and  matters  thereby  properly  regulated,  and 

*  kept  in  due  order  and  obedience ;  and  they 
'  would  have  no  idea  of  r^fiftirpj  or  tranf- 
'  grefllng   either  without  being  amenable  to 

*  juftice,  and  fuhiV^  to  punifljmem  for  any 

*  ofiences  the)  iuay  commit, 

*  But,  my  Lords,  to  fuffer  a  kind  of  /ro- 
vince  ^'ubin  a  province^  and  one  that  may, 
indeed  muft  in  procefs  of  time  become  fu- 
perior,  and  too  big  for  the  head  or  origrual 
fettlement  or  feat  of  government,  to  me  con- 
veys with  it  many  ideas  of  confequence,  of 
fuch  a  nature,  as  I  apprehend  are  extremely 
dangerous  and  improper,  and  it  would  be 

<1  4  *  the 
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*  the  policy  of  government  to  avoid 

*  vent,  whilft  in  their  power  to  do  fo 


)f  government  to  avoid  and  pre- 
in  their  power  to  do  fo. 


*  My  ideas,  my  Lords,  are  not  chimerical ; 
I  know  fomething  of  the  fituation  and  ftate 
of  things  in  America  ;  and  from  fome  little 
occurrences  or  inftances  that  have  already 
really  happened,  I  can  very  eafily  figure  to 
myfelf  what  may,  and,  in  ftiort,  w^hat 
will  certainly  happen,  if  not  prevented  in 
*  time.' 


**  IX.  At  the  fame  time  that  we  fubmit  the 
foregoing  reafoning  againft  colonization  in  the 
interior  country  to  your  Lordihips'  confider* 
ation,  it  is  proper  we  fliould  take  notice  of  one 
argument,  which  has  been  invariably  held  forth 
in  fupport  of  every  propofition  of  this  nature, 
and  upon  which  the  prefent  proponents  ap- 
pear to  lay  great  ftrefs.  It  is  urged,  that  fuch 
•is  the  ftate  of  the  country  now  propofed  to 
be  granted,  and  ered:ed  into  a  feparate  go^ 
vernment,  that  no  endeavours  on  the  part 
of  the  crown  can  avail,  to  prevent  its  being 
fettled  by  thofe  who,  by  the  increafe  of  po- 
pulation in  the  middle  colonies,  are  conti- 
nually 
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nually  emigrating  to  the  weftward,  and  form^ 
ing  themfelves  into  colonies. in  that  country, 
without  the  intervention  or  control  of  go- 
vernment, and  who,  if  fufFered  to  continue  in 
that  lawlefs  ftate  of  anarchy  and  confufion, 
will  commit  fuch  abufes  as  cannot  fail  of  in^ 
volving  us  in  quarrel  and  difpute  with  the 
Indians,  and  thereby  endangering  the  fecurity 
pf  his  Majefty's  colonies. 

"  We  admit,  that  this  Is  an  argument  that 
deferves  attention  ;  and  we  rather  take  no- 
tice  of  it  in  this  place,  becaufe  fome  of  the 
objedions  ftated  by  Governor  Wright  lofe 
their  force,  upon  the  fuppofttion  that  the  grants 
agai?tji  which  he  argues  are  to  be  creeled  int6 
Separate'  governments.  But  we  are  clearly  of 
opinion,  that  his  arguments  do,  in  the  general 
view  of  them,  as  applied  to  the  queftion  of 
granting  l^nds  in  the  interior  parts  of  Ame- 
rica, ftand  unanfwerablc  ;  and  admitting 
that  the  fettlers  in  the  country  in  quef- 
tion are  as  numerous  a,  report  Jlates  them 
to  be,  yet  we  fubmit  to  your  Lordfhips,  that 
this  is  a  fad  which  does,  In  the  nature  of  it, 
operate  ftrongly  in  point  of  argument  againji 

what 
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what  Is  propofed ;  for  if  the  foregoing  rea- 
foniiig  has  any  weight,  it  certainly  ought  to 
induce  your  Lordfhips  to  advife  his  Majefty 
to  take  every  method  to  c^eck  the  progrefs  of 
thefe  fettlenients,  and  not  to  make  fuch  grants 
of  the  land  as  will  have  an  immediate  ten- 
dency to  encourage  them  ;  a  meafure  which 
we  conceive  is  altogether  as  unneceflary  as 
it  is  impolitic,  as  we  fee  nothing  to  hinder  the 
government  of  Virginia  from  extending  the 
laws  andcpnftitution  of  that  colony  to  fuch  per- 
fons  as  may  have  already  fettled  there  under 
legal  titles. 


'    & 


"  X.  And  there  is  one  objedion  fuggefted 
by  Governor  Wright  to  the  extenfion  of  fet- 
tlements  in  the  interior  country,  which,  we 
fubmit,  deferves  your  Lordfhips'  particular 
attention,  viz.  the  encouragement  that  is 
thereby  4ield  out  to  the  emigration  of  his 
Majefty's  European  fubjeds  5  an  argument 
which,  in  the  prefent  peculiar  fituation  of 
this  kingdom,  demands  very  ferious  confi- 
deration,  and  has  for  fome  time  paft  had  fp 
great  weight  with  this  Board,  that  it  has  in- 
duced us  to  deny  our  concurrence  to  many 

propofals 
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propofals  for  grants  of  land,  even  in  thofc 
parts  of  the  continent  of  America  where,  in 
all  other  reipeds,  we  are  of  opinion  that  it 
confifts  with  the  true  policy  of  this  kingdom 
to  encourage  fettlements ;  and  this  confider- 
ation  of  the  certain  bad  confequences  which 
muft  refult  from  a  continuance  of  fuch  emi- 
grations, as  have  lately  taken  place  from  va. 
rious  parts  of  his  Majefty's  European  do- 
minions, added  to  the  conftant  drains  to  Africa, 
to  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  to  the  new  ceded 
iH'in^ls,  will,  we  truft,  with  what  has  l?jeen 
b^iv  re  ftated,  be  a  fiifficient  anfwer  to  every 
argument  that  can  be  urged  in  fupport  of 
the  prefent  memorial,  fo  far  as  regards  tJiQ 
confideration  of  it  in  point  of  policy. 

"  XT.  With  regard  to  the  propriety  in 
point  oi  jujlice  of  making  the  grant  deQred. 
we  prefume  this  confideration  can  have  refer- 
ence only  to  the  cafe  of  fuch  perfons  who 
have  already  pofTeflion  of  lands  in  that  part 
of  the  country  under  legal  titles  derived  from 
grants  made  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
Virginia  ;  upon  which  cafe  we  have  only  to 
obferve,  that  it  does  appear  to  us,  that  there 
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are  fomg  fuch  pofTeifions  held  by  pcrfons  wh6 
are  not  parties  to  the  prefent  memorial ;  and 
therefore,  if  your  Lordfhips  fhall  be  of  opi- 
hion,  that  the  making  the  grant  defired 
-would,  notwithftanding  the  refervation  pro^ 
pofed  in  refped:  to  fuch  titles,  have  the  effea: 
to  difturb  thofe  pofTeffions,  or  to  expofe  the 
proprietors  to  fuit  and  litigation,  we  do  con- 
ceive, that,  in  that  cafe,  the  grant  would  be 
objedionable  in  point  of  juftice. 


III  Ai* 
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**  XII.  Upon   the  whole,    therefore,    we 
cannot  recommend  to  your  Lordfhips  to  ad- 
vife  his  Majefty  to  comply  with  the  prayer  of 
this  memorial,  either  as  to  the  eredion  of  any 
parts  of  the  lands  into  a  feparate  government, 
or  the  making  a  grant  of  them  to  the  memo- 
rialifts;  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  fettlements  in  thit  diftant  part  of 
the  country  fhould  be  as  much  difcouraged  as 
poffible ;  and  that,  in  order  thereto,  it  will  be 
expedient,    not  only  that  the  orders  which 
have  been  given  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia, 
not  to  make  any  further  grants  beyond  the 
line  prefcribed  by  the  proclamation  of  1763, 
fhould  be  continued  and  enforced,  but  that 


an 
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ancther  proclamation  fhould  be  iflued,  deck-- 
ratory  of  his  Majefty's  refolution  not  to 
allow,  for  the  prefent^  any  new  fettlements 
beyond  that  line,  and  to  forbid  all  perfons 
from  taking  up  or  fettling  any  lands  in  that 
part  of  the  country. 

**  We  are,  my  Lords, 

"  Your  Lordfhips'  moft  obedient 

"  and  moft  humble  fervants- 
<»  Whitehall,  April  15,   1772.'* 
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To  the  preceding  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  Dr.  Franklin  wrote  an  elaborate  anfwer, 
in  the  compofition  of  which,  he  took  great 
pains  and  beftowed  much  time  and  attention* 
If  there  were  no  other  reafons,  thefe  would 
be  fufficient  to  recommend  it  to  the  reader's 
notice.  But  there  are  others  of  a  more 
weighty  and  important  nature.  The  argu- 
ments and  fads  contained  in  it  were  found  ta 
be  fo  ftrong,  and  the  dedudions  from  them' 
fo  forcible,  that  when  the  petition  and  the 
report  were  taken  into  confideration  in  th^ 
Privy  Council,  which  was  on  the  firft  day  of 
July  1772,  their  Lordfliips  decided  in  favour 
of  the  petition.     It  was  not  often   that  the 

Privy 
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Privy  Council   decided   againft  reports  from 
the  Board  of  Trade. 


is'; 


I  'i 


til:'  . 


Ldrd  Hillltorougli,  who  was  at  this  time 
at  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  con- 
fequently  had  a  principal  fhare  in  drawing  up 
the  report,  was  fo  much  offended  by  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  Privy  Council,  that  he  refigned 
upon  it*     He  refigned  for  that  reafon  only. 
He  had  conceived  an  idea,  and  was  formin'^ 
the  plan  of  a  boundary  line  to  be  drawn  from 
the   Hudfon's  river  to  the   Miffiflippi,   and 
thereby  confining  the  Britifh  colonies  between 
that  line  and  the  ocean,  fimilar  to  the  fcheme 
of  the  French  after  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle,  which  brought  on  the  war  of   1756. 
His  favourite  projed  being  thus  defeated,  he 
quitted  the  miniftry. 


*s. 


Br.  Franklin's  anfwer  to  the  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  was  intended  to  have  been 
publiflied,  but  Lord  Hillfborough  refigning, 
Dr.  Franklin  ftopped  the  fale  on  the  morning 
of  the  publication,  when  not  above^w  copies 
had  been  difpofed  of:  from  one  of  which 
the  follQwing  copy  is  taken. 


To 
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To  the  above  reafons  it  will  not  be  im- 
proper to  add,  that  it  may  be  confidered  a 
valuable  hiftorical  document  of  the  origin  of 
a  new  province  that  already  bids  fair  to  be- 
come one  of  the  largell  and  mod  opulent  oi> 
that  great  continent. 


I 


Obfervations  on^  and  Anfwers  to^  the  foregoing 

Report, 

"  I.  The  firfl  paragraph  of  the  Report, 
we  apprehend,  was  intended  to  eftablifli  two 
propofitions  as  fads  ;  viz, 

"  Firft,  That  the  trad  of  land  agreed  for 
with  the  Lords  Commiflloners  of  the  Trea- 
fury,  contains  part  of  the  dominion  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

"  Second,  That  it  extends  feveral  degree%|fc 
of  longitude  wejlward  from  the  weftern  ridge 
of  the  Allegany  mountains. 

"  On  the  firft  propofition  we  fliall  only 
remark,  that  no  part  of  the  above  trad:  is  to 
the  eojiward  of  the  Allegany  mountains  ;— 
and  that  thefe  mountains  muft  be  confidered 
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as  the  true  weftern  boundary  of  Virginia; — 
for  the  King  was  //o/  feifed  and  poflefled  of  a 
right  io  the  country  wcjlwurd  of  the  moun- 
tains, until  his  Majefty  purchafed  it,  in  the 
year  1768,  from  tiie  Six  Nations ;  and  fince 
that  time,  there  has  not  been  any  annexation 
of  fuch  purchafe,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  to 
the  colony  of  Virginia. 


"  On  the  fecond  propofition, ^we  fhall 

juft  obferve,  that  the  Lords  Commiffioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations  appear  to  us  to 
be  as  erroneous  in  this  as  in  the  former  pro- 
pofition; for  their  Lordfhips  fay,  that  the 
tra<St  of  land  under  confideration  exteiids  fe- 
veral  degrees  of  longitude  wejward.  The 
truth  is,  that  it  is  not  more,  on  a  medium, 
than  one  degree  and  a  half  of  longitude  from 
the  weftern  ridge  of  the  Allegany  mountains 
to  the  river  Ohio. 


hi 
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"  II.  It  appears  by  the  fecond  paragraph, 
9S  if  the  Lords  Commiffioners  for  Trade  and 

Plantations  apprehended, that  the   lands 

fouth-wefterly  of  the  boundary  line^  marked 

yna  map  ajiaexed  to  their  hoxdilxv^^  Refort^^ — 

r  were 
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were  either  claimed  by  the  Cherofeees,  or 
were  their  hunting-grounds,  or  were  the  hunt- 
ing-grounds of  the  Six  Nations  and  their  eoiir. 
federates. 


J 


"  As  to  any  daim  of  the  Cherokee^  to  the 
above  country,  it  is  ahogether  new  and  in- 
defenfible;    and    never   was  heard  of  until 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Stewart  to  the  fuper- 
intendency  of  the  fouthern  colonies,   about 
the  year  1764;  and  this,  we  flatter  ourfelves, 
will  not  only  be  obvious  from  the  following 
ftate  of  faas,   but  that  the  right  to  all  the 
country  on   the  foutherly  fide  of  the   river 
Ohio,  quite  to  the  Cherokee  river,  is  now  un- 
doubtedly vefted  in  the  King,  by  the  grant 
which  the  Six  Nations  made  to  his  Majefty 
at  Fort   Stanwix,    in  November   1768.     Iri 
ftiort,  the  lands  from  the  Great  Kenhawa  to 
the    Cherokee  river   never   were    either   the 
dwelling    or   hunting-grounds   of  the    Che>^ 
rokees ; --hut   formerly   belonged     to,     and 
were  inhabited  by  the  Shawanefe,  until  fuch 
time   as  they  were   conquered   by   the   Six 
Nations. 
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"  Mr.  Golden,  the  prefent  Lieutenant  Go- 
vernor of  New  York,  in  liis  Hiftory  of  the 
Five  Nations,  obferves,  that  about  the  year 
1664,  *  the  Five  Nations  being  amply  fupplied 

*  by  the  Englifh  with  fire-arms  and  ammu- 

*  nition,  gave  a  full  fvving  to  their  warlike 

*  genius.     They  carried    their   arms  as  Jar 

*  /otifb  as  Cai^nfinay  to  the  northward  of  New 

*  England,  and  ^j-  far  wejl  as  the  river  MiJ- 
^  Jlffippit   over  a   vaft    country, — which  ex- 

*  tended   1200  miles  in  length  from  north  to 

*  fouth,  and  600  miles  in  breadth, — where  they 
«  entirely  deftroyed  whole  nations,  of  whom 

*  there  are  no  accounts  remaining  among  the 
«  EngliQi.' 

"  In  1 70 1 , — the  Five  Nations  put  all  their 
hunting-lands  under  the  protedion  of  the 
Englifli,  as  appears  by  the  records,  and  by 
the  recital  and  confirmation  thereof,  in  their 
deed  to  the  King  of  the  4th  September 
1726; — and  Governor  Pownal,  who  many 
years  ago  diligently  fearched  into  the  rights 
of  the  natives,  and  in  particular  into  thofe  of 
the  northern  confederacy,  fays,  in  his  book 
intitled,   the   Admini/l ration   of  the    Colonies^ 

*The 
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*  The  right  of  the  Five  Nation  confederacy 

*  to  the  hunting-/^7//^j-  of  Ohio,  Ticuckfou- 
'  chrondite  and  Scaniaderiada,  by  the  con- 
'  queft  they  made,  in  fubduing  the  Shaoanaes, 
I  Delawares,  (as  we  call  them,)  Twidwees, 

*  and   Oilinois,    may   be    fairly  proved,    as 

*  they  flood  pofTelTed  thereof  at  the    peace 

*  of  Refwick  1697.'  And  confirmatory 
hereof,  Mr.  Lewis  EvanSj  a  gentleman  of 
great  American  knowledge,  in  his  map  of  the 
middle  colonies,  publifhed  in  America  in  the 
year  1755,  has  laid  down  the  country  on  the 

fouth-eajierly  fide  of  the  river  Ohio,  as  the 
hunting4ands  of  the  Sh  Nations;  and  in  his 
analyfis  to  this  map,  he  exprefsly  fays,— 
'  The  Sbawaneffcy  who  vvere  formerly  one  of 
'  the  moft  confiderable  nations  of  thofe  parts 
'  of  America,  whofe  feat  extended  from  Ken^ 

*  tucke  fouth-weftward  to  the  Miffiffippii  have 

*  been  fubdued  by  the  confederates,  (or  Six 
Nations,)  and  the  country  fince  became  their 

'property.      No  nation,'    Mr.   Evans    adds, 

*  held  out  with  greater  refolutlon  and  bravery; 
'  and  although  they  have  been  fcattered  in 

*  all  parts  for  a  while,  they  are  again  colleaed 

*  on  Ohio,  under  the  dominion  of  the  confe- 

*  derates.*   • 
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**  At  a  congrefs  held  in  the  year  1744,  by 
the  provinces  of  Penni'ylvania,  Maryland,  and 
Virginia,  with  the  Six  Nations, — the  Com- 
miflioners  of  Virginia,  in  a>  fpeech  to  the 
Sachems  and  Warriors  of  that  confederacy, 
fay,  *  Tell   us  what  nations  of  Indians  you 

•  conquered  any  lands  from  in  Virginia,  how 

•  long  it  is  fincc,  and  what  pofleflion  you 

•  have  had  ;  and  if  it  does  appear,  that  there 

•  is  any  land  on  the  borders  of  Virginia  that 

•  the  Six  Nations  have  a  light  to,  we  are 

•  willing  to  make  you  fatisfadion.* 
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To  this  fpeech  the  Six  Nations  gave  the 
following  animated  and   decifive   anfwer: — • 

*  AU  the  world   knows  we   conquered   the 

*  feveral  nations  living  on  Safquehanna,  Co- 

*  hongoranto   [/.  e.  Powtomack]    and  07t  the 

*  back  of  the  great  mou7itains  in  Virginia  ;— 

*  the  Conoy-uck-fuck-roona,  Cock-now-was- 

*  roonan,  Tohoa-irough-roonan,  and  Connut- 

*  Ikin-ough-roonawy?^/  the  effeds  of  our  con- 

*  quefts ;   being  now  a  part  of  our  nations, 

*  and  their  lands  at  our  difpofal.     We  know 

*  very  well,  it  hath  often  been  faid  by  the 

*  Virginians,  that  the  King  of  England  and 

*  the  people  of  that   colony  conquered  the 
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people  who  lived  there;  but  it  is  not  true. 
We  will  allow,  they  conquered  the  Sach* 
dagughronaw,  and  drove  back  the  Tufka- 
roras ;  [the  firft  refided  near  the  branches 
of  James's  River  in  Virginia,  and  the  latf^^r 
on  thefe  branches  ;]  and  that  they  have,  on 
that  account,  a  right  to  feme  parts  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  but  as  to  what  lies  beyond  the  moun^ 
tains,  ive  conquered  tf  -  nations  refding  there ^ 
and  that  land,  ;f  ^hc  Virginians  ever  get  a 
good  right  to  it^  it  -nt^  oe  by  us: 


«  In  the  year  1750,  the  French  feizcd  four 
Englifh  traders,  who  were  trading  with  the 
Six  Nations,  Shawanefle  and  Delawares,  on 
the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  and  fent  them  p]^- 
foners  to  Quebec,  and  from  thence  to  France. 

"  In  1754,  the  French  took  a  formal  pof- 
feffioa  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  built  fortfs  at 
Venango,— at  the  confluence  of  the  Ohio 
and  Monongehela,  and  at  the  mouth  of  tht 
Cherokee  river, 

"  ^^  ^755^  General  Braddock  was  fent  to 
America  with  an  army  to  remove  the  French 


If 


irom 


.  M 


\     ' 


t 


If 
i 

:  i-   !■■■  , ,  .    , 

[1 

W\i 

■  '  i' 

1 

iMfefc|ji>v.^  - ' 

,,  ;l    , 

^^^^^^Bb^'' 

li 

1 

■1     , 

I 


\    ^    ■  ■■:    {  -v,  ;i 

i  "^1 

i:^f 

24^ 


DR.    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN. 


■J 

m 


l»       'if 
4' 


fif      ''^t 


from  their  pofTeffions  over  the  Allegany 
mountains,  and  on  the  river  Ohio ;  and  on 
his  arrival  at  Alexandria,  held  a  council  of 
war  with  the  Gove;"nors  of  Virginia,  Mary- 
land, Pennfylvania,  New  York,  a^id  the  Maf- 
fachufett's  Bay ; — and  as  thefe  gentlemen 
well  knew,  that  the  country  claimed  by  the 
French,  over  the  Allegany  mountains^  andfoutb" 
we/ierly  to  the  river  MiJfiJJippi^  was  the  un- 
queftionable  property  of  the  Six  Nations, 
and  not  of  the  Cherokees,  or  any  other  tribe 
of  Indians, — the  General  gave  inftrudlions 
to  Sir  William  Johnfon,  to  call  together  the 
Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  lay  before  them 
their  before-mentioned  grant  to  the  King  in 
1726, — wherein  they  had  put  all  their  hunt- 
ing-lands under  his  Majejlys  prote&ion ;  te  be 
guaranteed  to  them,  and  to  their  ufe : — And 
as  General  Braddock's  inftrudions  are  clearly 
declaratory  of  the  right  of  the  Six  Nations  to 
the  lands  ur  der  confideration,  we  (hall  here 
tranfgribe  the  conclufive  words  of  them:— 

*  And  it   appearing   that  the   French   havcj 
«  from  time  to  time,  by  fraud  and  violence, 

*  built  ftrong  forts  within  the  limits  of  the /aid 

*  kndsy  contrary  to  the   covenant  chain  of 

*  th^ 
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*  the  faid  deed  and  treaties,  you  are,  in  my 

*  name,  to  afTure  the  faid  nations,  that  I  am 

*  come  by  his  Majefty's  order,  to  deftroy  all 
'  the   faid   forts,   and  to    build   fuch   others 

*  as  Jhall  protea  and  fccure  the  faid  lands  to 

*  them^  their  hdrs  and  fuccejfors  for  ever^ 
'  according  to  the  intent  and  fpirit  of  the 
'  faid  treaty  ;    and  I  do  therefore  call  upon 

*  them  to  take  up  the  hatchet,  and  come  and 

*  take  poffeffion  of  their  own  lands,' 

"  That  General  Braddock  and  the  Ame- 
rican Governors  were  not  fingular  in  their 
opinion,  as  to  the  right  of  the  Six  Nations 
to  the  land  over  the  Allegany  mountains,  and 
on  both  fides  of  the  river  Ohio,  quite  to  the 
MiflifTippi,  is  evident,  from  the  memorials 
which  palTed  between  the  BritiOi  and  French 
courts  in  i  ^^^. 

"  In  a  memorial  delivered  by  the  King's 
minifters  on  the  7th  June  1755,  to  the  Duke 
Mirepoix,  relative  to  the  pretenlions  of  France 
to  the  above-mentioned  lands,  they  very  juftly 
obfervcd — *  As   to  the    expofition,  whi.:h  is 

*  made  in  the  French  memorial  of  the  15th 

R  4  '  article 
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*  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  court 

*  of  Great  Britain  does  not  think  it  can  have 
^  any  foundation,  either  by  the  words  or  the 

*  intention  of  this  treaty. 


*  I  ft,  The   court  of  Great    Britain    can- 
^  not  allow  of  this  article,  relating  only  to 

*  the  perfons  of  the  favages,  and  not  to  their 

*  country :  the  words  of  this  treaty  are  clear 

*  and  precile  ;  that  is  to  (ay,  the  Five  j^ations^ 

*  or  Cantons,  are  fubjed:  to  the  dominion  of 
'  Great  Britain, — which,  by  the  received  ex- 

*  pofition  of  all  treaties,  muft  relate  to  the 
'  country^  as  well  to  the  perfons  of  the  in- 

*  habitants  ; — it  is  what  France  has  acknow- 

*  Jedged  in  the  moft  folemn  manner :— -fhe 

*  has  well  weighed  the  importance  of  this 

*  acknowledgment,   ^t   the  time    of  figning 

*  this  treaty,   and  Great  Britain  can    never 

*  give  it    up.       The  countries   poflefled   by 

*  thefe  Indians  are  very  well  known,  and  are 

*  not  at  all  fo  undetermined,  as  it  is  pretended 

*  in  the  memorial :  X\ity  pojefs  z.ndLmake  them 
^  over,  as  other  proprietors  do^  in  air  other 
^  places,* 
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•  5th,  Whatever  pretext  might  be  aW 
ledged  by  France,  in  confidering  thefe  coun- 
tries as  the  appurtenances  of  Canada;  it 
is  a  certaiti  truth,  that  they  have  belonged^ 
and  (as  they  have  not  been  given  up,  or 
made  over  to  the  Englifh)  belong  Jill  to  the 
fame  Indian  nations ;  which,  by  the  15th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  France 
agreed  not  to  moIeft,--NulIo  in  pofterum 
impedimento,  aut  moleftia  afficiant.' 


'  Notwithftanding  all   that   has  been  ad- 
'  vanced  in  this  article,  the  court  of  Great 

*  Britain  cannot  agree  to  France    \.    ing  the 

*  leaft  title  to  the  river  Ohio,  and  the  terri- 

*  tory  in  quejTton:  [iV.  B.  This  was  all  the 
country  from  the  Allegany  mountains  to  the 
Ohio,  and  down  the  fame,  and  on  both  fides' 
thereof  to  the  river  Mifliffippi.] 

•  Even  that  of  pofleflion  is  not,  nor  can 
■  it  be  alleged  on  this  cccafion ;  fmce  France 

*  cannot  pretend  to  have  had  any  fuch  before 

*  the   treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,   nor   fmce, 

*  unlefs  it  be  that  of  certain  forts,  unjuftly 
'  ^reded  lately  on  the  lands  which  evidently 

-.     '  *  belong 
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Belong  to  the  Five  Nations^  or  which  thefe 
have  made  over  to  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain  or  its  fubjcds,  as  may  be  proved  by- 
treaties  and  ajSts  of  the  greateft  authority.— 
What  the  court  of  Great  Britain  maintained, 
and  what  it  injijis  upon,  is,  That  the  Five 
Nations  of  the  Iroqmisy  acknowledged  by 
France,  are,  by  origin,  or  by  right  of  conquejl 
the  lawful  proprietors  of  the  river  Ohio,  and 
the  territory  in  quejlion :  and  as  to  the  ter- 
ritory which  has  been  yielded  atid  made  over 
by  thefe  people  to  Great  Britain,  (which  can- 
not but  be  owned  muft  be  the  moft  juft 
and  lawful  manner  of  making  an  acquifition 
of  this  fort,)  fhe  reclaims  it,  as  belonging  to 
her,  having  continued  cultivating  it  for 
above  20  years  paft,  and  having  made  fet- 
tlements  in  feveral  parts  of  it,  from  the 
fources  even  of  the  Ohio  to  Pichawil lanes, 
in  the  centre  of  the  territory  between  the 
Ohio  and  the  Wabache.* 


"  In  1755,  the  Lords  Commifiioners  for 
Trade  and  Plantations  were  fo  folicitous  to 
afcertain  the  territory  of  the  Six  Nations,  that 
Dr.  Mitchel,  by  their  defire,  publiihed  a  1?  ^%q 

^   .       map 
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map  of  North  America  ;  and  Mr.  Pownal, 
the  prefent  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
then  certified,  as  appears  on  the  map, — That 
the  Dodor  was  furnifhed  with  documents 
for  the  purpofe  from  that  Board.— In  this 
map   Dr.  Mitchel   obferves,   *  That   the  Six 

*  Nations  have  extended  their  territories,  ever 
I  fmce  the  year  1672,  'when  they  fubdued  and 
'  were  incorporated  with  the  antient  Shawatieje^ 

*  the  native  proprietors  of  thefe  countries,  and 

*  the  river  Ohio:    befides  which,   they  like- 

*  wife  claim   a   right  of  conqueft  over   the 

*  Illinois,  and  all  the  MifTiffippi,  as  far  as  they 

*  extend.     This,'  he  adds,  '  is  confirmed  by 

*  their  own  claims  and  poffeffions  in   1742, 

*  which  include  all  the  bounds  here  laid 
'  down,  and  none  have  ever  thought  fit  to 
'  difpute  them;  And,  in  confirmation  of 
this  right  of  the  Six  Nations  to  the  country 
on  the  Ohio,  as  mentioned  by  the  King's 
minifters,  in  their  memorial  to  the  Duke  of 
Mirepoix  in  1755,  we  would  juft  remark, 
that  the  Six  Nations,  Shawanefl^e  and  Dela- 
wares,  were  in  the  aBiial  occupation  of  the 
lands  fouthward  of  the  Great  Kenhawa  for 
ibme  time  after  the  French  had  encroached 

upon 
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upon  the  river  Ohio ;  and  that  in  the  jesLV 
1752,  thefe  tribes  had  a  hirge  town  on  Ken* 
lucke  river, — 238  miles  below  fh^^  Siolo  :"^ 
that   in    the   year    1754,    thtv   rsfided    and 
hunted  on  xh^fouthedy  fule  of  die  river  Ohk?, 
in  the  Low  Country.,  at  about  320  miles  beloiji} 
the  Great  Kcnhawa;— and  in  the  year  1']^$^ 
they  had  alfo  a  large  tcv/n  oppofite  to  the 
moutli  of  Sioto ; — at  the  very  place    which 
is  the  fouiher?i  boundary  line  of  the  trad  of 
ianci  applied  for  by  Mr.  Walpole  and  his  aflb- 
ci^.cs.— But  it  is  a  certain  fad,  that  the  Che- 
rokees  never   had  any  towns  or  fettlements 
in  the  country  foutbward  of  the  Great  Ken- 
hawa;— that  they  do  not  hunt  there,  and  that 
neither  the  Six  Nations,  Shawanefle  nor  De- 
lawares,  do  now  refide  or  hunt  on  the  fouthcrly 
fide  of  the  river  Ohio,  nor  did  not  for  feveral 
years  before  they  fold  the  country  to  the  King. 
Thefe  are  fads  which  can  be  eafily  and  fully 
proved. 

* 

**  In  Odober  176CS,  at  a  congrefs  held  with 
the  Six  Nations  at  Fort  Stanwix,  they  ob- 
ferved  to  Sir  William  Johnfon  '»  Now,  bro- 
*  ther,  you  who  know  all  our  rJiairs,  muft  be 
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*  fenfible   that  our   rights   go  much  farther 

*  to  the  fotithward  than  the  AT^/i^^-m;^,— and 

*  that  we;  have  a  very  good  and  clear  title 

*  as  i^Tfouth  as  the  Cherokee  river,  which  we 
«  cannot  allow  to  be  the  right  of  any  other 

*  Indians,  without  doing  wrong  to  our  pofte- 
'  rity,  and  ading  unworthy  thofe  warriors 

*  who  fought  and  conquered  it ; — we  there- 

*  fore   expea:   this   our  right  will   be   con- 

*  fidered.' 


"  In  November  1768,  the  Six  Nations  fold 
to  the  King  all  the  country  on  the  foutherly 
fide  of  the  river  Ohio,  as  far  as  to  the  Che- 
rokee river;    but  notwithftanding  that  fale, 
as  foon  as  it  was  underftood  in  Virginia  that 
government  favoured  the  pretenfions  of  the 
Cherokecs,  and  that  Dr.  Walker  and  Colonel 
Lewis  (the  commifTioners  fent  from  that  co- 
lony to  the  congrefs  at  Fort  Stanwix)  had 
returned  from  thence,  the  late  Lord  Botte- 
tourt  fent  thefe   gentlemen  to  Charles-town, 
South  Carolina,   to   endeavour   to   convince 
Mr.  Stuart,  the  Southern  Superintendant  of 
Indian  affairs,  of  the  neceffity  of  enlarging  the 
boundary  line,  which  h«  had  fettled  with  the 
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Cherokees ; — and  to  run  it  from  the  Great 
Keubdwa  to  Holfton's  river.  Thefe  gentle- 
men were  appointed  commifTioners  by  h?s 
Lordfhip,  as  they  had  been  long  converfant 
in  Indian  affairs,  and  were  well  acquainted 
•with  the  adtual  extent  of  the  Cherokee  coun- 
try. Whilft  thefe  commiffioners  were  in 
South  Carolina,  they  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Stuart,  as  he  had  been  but  a  very  few  years 
in  the  Indian  fervice,  (and  could  not,  from 
the  nature  of  his  former  employment,  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  properly  informed  about  the  Che- 
rokee territory,)  refpeding  the  claims  of  the 
Cherokees  to  the  lands  fotithward  of  the 
Great  Kenhawa,  and  therein  they  expreffed 
themfelves  as  follows  : 

*  Giarles-town,  South  Carolinaf, 
Feb.  2,  1769. 

•  The  country  Joiithward  of  the  Big  Ken- 

*  hawa   ivas  ncoer  claimed  by  the  Cherokees^ 

*  and  now  is  the  property  of  the  Crown,  as 

*  Sir  William  Johnfon  purchaibd   it  of  the 
'  Six  Nations  at  a  very  conliderable  expence, 

*  and  took  a  deed  of  ceffion  from  t^^em  at  Fort 

*  Stanwix.*  , 

«  In 
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**.In  1769,  the  Houfe  of  BurgefTes  of  the 
colony  of  Virginia  reprefented  to  Lord  Botte- 
tourt,   '  That   they  have  the  greateft  reafon 

*  to  fear  the  faid  line,'  (meaning  the  boundary 
line,  which  the  Lords  Co mmiffi oners  for 
Trade  and  Plantations  have  referred  to  in 
the  map  annexed  to  their  Lordlhips'  report,) 
'  if  confirmed,  would  conftantly  open  to  the 

*  Indians,  and  others  enemies  to  his  Majefty, 

*  a  free  and  eafy  ingrefs  to  the  heart  of  the' 
'  country  on  the  Ohio,  Holfton's  river,  and 

*  the  Great  Kenhawa;    whereby  the  fettle- 

*  ments  which   may  be  attempted  in  thefe 

*  quarters,  will,  in  all  probability,  be  utterly 
'  deftroyed,  and  that  great  extent  of  country 
'  [at  leaft  800  miles  in  lengthj/'o/^  the  mouth 

*  of  the  Kenhawa  to  the  mouth  of  the  Che- 

*  rokee  river  extending  eaftward  as  far  as  the 

*  Laurell  Hill,  fo  lately  ceded  to  his  Majejly^ 
'  to  which  no  tribe  of  Indians  at  prefent  fet 

*  lip   any  pretenfwns,    will  be   entirely  aban- 

*  doned  to  the  Cherokecs ;   in  confequence  of 

*  which,  claims,  totally  dejlruaive  of  the  true 

*  intereft  of  his  Majefty,  may  at  feme  future 

*  time  arife,  andacquiftiions  jttjlly  ranked  among 

*  the  mojl  valuable  of  the  lat^  war  be  alto- 

*  (tether  Infi'' 

"  From 
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"  From  the  foregoing  detail  of  fa<as,  it  b 
obvious, 

"  t  ft,  Tiiat  the  country  fouthward  of  the 
Great  Kenbawa^  at  leaft  as  far  as  the  Ch  < 
rokee  river,  originally  belonged  to  the  Sha* 
wanefle. 

"  2d,  That  the  Six  Nations,  in  virtue  of 
their  conqueft  of  the  Shawanefle,  became  the 
la^irful  proprietors  of  that  country. 

**  3d,  That  the  King,  In  confequence  of 
the  grant  from  -he  Six  Nations,  made  to  his 
Majefty  at  Fort  Stanwix  in  1708,  is  now 
Tefted  with  the  undoubted  right  and  pro^  °rty 
thereof. 


"  4th,  That  the  Cherokees  never  refided 
nor  nntcl  in  tl  t  coun^^ry,  and  have  7iot  any 
kind  of  right  to  it. 

"  5th,  That  the  Houfe  of  BurgeiTes  f  the 
colony  of  Vir  inia  have,  upon  goc  !  gro  nds, 
aflerted,  [fuel  as  operly  ariie  from  tie  na- 
ture of  their  ftations,  and  pr^  dmity  to  the 
Cherokee  country,]  that  the  Chciokees  had 

not 


^R.   BENJAM     /    FRANKLIX.  257 

not  any  jufl  pretenlions  to  the  i^txiXoiY  fiutb- 
ward  A  the  Great  Kenhawa. 

"  And  laftly,  That  neither  the  Six  Nations, 
the  Shawanefle  nor  Delawares,  do  now  refide 
or  hunt  in  that  country.  * 

"  Fron>  thefe  confiderations,  it  is  evident 
no  poiTible  injury  can  arife  to  his  Majcfty'g 
fcrvice,--to  the  Si^"  Nations  and  taeir  confe- 
deracy,~or  to  the  Cherokees,  by  permitting 
us  to  fettle  the  whole  of  the  lands  compre! 
hended  within  our  contra^  with  the  Lords 

Commiffioners  of  the  Treafury : If^  how^ 

ever,  there  has  been   any  treaty  held   with 
the  Six  Nations,  fmce  the  ceffion  made  to  his 
Majefty  at  Fort  Stanwix,  whereby  the  faith 
ty(     e  cown  is  pledged,  both  to  the  Six  Na- 
tions ai.    the  Cherokees,  that  no  fettlements 
^ould  be  made  beyond  the  line,  marked  on 
their    Lordfhips'    report;    we   fay,     ;  fuch 
agreement  has  be'      made  by  the  orde  s  of 
government  with    aefe  tribes,  .notwithftand, 
iiig,  as  the  Lords  Com  niflioners  ^ave  ackno  7, 
ledged,  'the  Six  Isjtiom  had  ceded  the  pro^ 
■  perty  m  the  lands   to   his    MajeJfJ-^WQ 
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-flatter  ourfelves,  that  the  ohjedion  of  their 
Lordfhips  in  the  fecond  parap;raph  of  their 
Report,  will  he  entirely  obviated  by  a  fpe- 
cific  claufe  being  infertcd  in  the  King's  grant 
to  u  ,  cxprefsly  prohibiting  us  from  fettling 
any  part  of  the  fwiCy  until  fuch  time  as  we 
fliall  have  frj}  obtained  his  Majefty's  allow- 
ance, and  the  full  conlcnt  of  the  Cherokecs, 
and  the  Six  Nations  and  their  confederates, 
for  that  purpofe, 

"  III.  In  regard  to  the  third  paragraph 
of  their  Lordfhips'  Report,  that  it  was  the 
principle  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  after  the 
treaty  of  Paris,  '  to  confine  the  weftern  extent 
'  of  fettlements  to  fuch  a  diftance  from  the 

*  fea-coaft,  as  that  thefe  fettlements   fliould 

*  lie  within  the  reach  of  the  trade  and  com- 
'  merce  of  this  kingdom,*  %^c,  we  fhall  not 
prefume  to  controvert ; — but  it  may  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  fettlement  of  the  country 
vvcr  the  Allegany  mountains,  and  on  the  Ohio, 
was  not  underftood,  either  before  the  treaty 
of  Paris,  nor  intended  to  be  fo  confidered  by 
his  Majefty's  proclamation  of  Odober  1763, 

*  as  ivithout  the  reach  of  the  trade  and  com- 

*  tmrc^ 


ne  as  we 
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•  mcrcc  y  this  khgdom;  &c.  ;-for,  in  the 
year  1748,  Mr.  John  Hanbury,  and  a  number 
of  other  gentlemen,  petitioned  the  King  for 
a  grant  of  500,000  acres  of  land  over  the 
Allegany  mountains,  and  on  the  river  Ohio 
and   its  branches;    and  the  Lords  Commif- 
fioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  were  *;/ 
pleafed  to  report  to  the  Lords  Committee  of 
his  Majeft/s  moft  honourable  Privy  Council 
'  That  the  fettlement  of  the  country,  lying  to 
•  the  wejiward  of  the  great  mottntalns,  as  it 
I  was  the  centre  of  the  Britifh  dominions, 
would  be  for  his  Majejlfs  interefl,  and  the 
advantage  and  fecurity  of  Virginia  and  the 
neighbouring  colonies' 

"  And  on  the  23d  of  February  1748-9, 
the  Lords  Commiffioners  for  Trade  and  Plan- 
tations again  reported  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  that  they 
had  «  iuWy  fet  forth  the  great  utility  and  ad^ 

*  vantage  of  extending  our  fettlements  beyond 

*  the  great  mountains  (which  Report  has  been 

*  approved  of  by  your  Lordfiips J .^ And  as, 
I  by  thefe  new  proj^fals,  there  is  a  great  prol 
'■  hability  of  having  a  much   larger   trad  of 
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'  the  faid  country  fettled  than  under  the  former^ 

*  we  are  of  opinion,  that  it  will  be  greatly  for 
'  his  Majeflys  fervice,  and   the  welfare  and 

*  fecurity  of  Virginia,  to  comply  with  the  prayer 

*  of  the  petition,^ 

"  And  on  the  i6th  of  March  174S-9,  an 
hiflru5lion  was  fent  to  the  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia to  grant  500,000  acres  of  land  over  the 
Allegany  moutitains  to  the  aforefaid  Mr.  Han- 
bury  and  his  partners  (who  are  now  part  of 
the  compaLy  of  Mr.  Walpole  and  his  aflb-. 
ciates) ;  and  that  inftrudlion  fets  forth^  That 
'  fiich  fettlements  will  be  for  our  interefly  and 

*  the  advantage  ^cad  fecurity  of  our  faid  colony, 

*  as  well  as  the  advantage  of  the  neighbouring 

*  ones; — inafmuch  as  our  loving  fubjeds  will 

*  be  thereby  enabled  to  cultivate  a  friendfhip, 
"  and  carry  on  a  more  extenfive  commerce  with 

*  the    nations    of    Indians   inhabiting   thofe 

*  parts ;  andfuch  examples  may  likewife  induce 

*  the  neighbouring  colonies  to  turn  their  thoughts 

*  towards    deCigns   of  the  fame  nature^ 
Hence  we   apprehend,  it  is  evident,  that  a 
former  Board  of  Trade,  at  which  Lord  Hali- 
fax prefided,  was  of  opinion,  that  fettlements 

aver' 
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^ver  the  AlJegany  mountains  were' not  againft 
the  King's  intereft,  r^or  at  fuch  a.  diftance 
from  the  fca-coaft,  as  to  be  zmthout  *  the  reach 

*  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  king- 

*  dom,'  nor  'where  its  authority  or  jurif- 
didion  could  not  be  exergifed.— But  the  Re^ 
port  under  confideration  fuggefts,  that  two 
capital  objeas  of  the  proclamation  of  1763 
were,  to  confine  «  future  fettlements   to  the 

*  fources  of  the  rivers  which  fall  into  the  fea 
from  the  weft  and  north-weft/  (or,  in  other 

words,  to  the  eajiemftde  of  the  Allegany  rnoun^ 
tains,)  and  to  the  three  new  governments 
Of  Canada,  Eaft  Florida,  and  Weft  Florida;— 
and  to  eftablilh  this  faft,  the  Lords  Commif- 
fioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  recite  a  part 
of  that  proclamation.  • 

"  But  if  the  whole  of  this  procbmation  is 
confidered,  it  will  be  found  to  contain  the  nine 
following  heads ;  viz,  !:..'>>4 

"  ift,  To  declare  to  his  Majeft^s  fcbjeas 
that  he  had  ere^ed  four  diftind  and  feparate 
governments  in  America ;  viz.  Quebec,  Eaft 
•  Florida,  Weft  Florida,,  and  Grenada, 

^  J  "  2d,  To 
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**  2cl,  To  afcertain  the  refpedive  bound** 
aries  of  thefe  four  new  governments. 

« 

"  3d,  To  teftify  the  royal  fenfe  and  ap- 
probation of  the  condud  and  bravery,  both  of 
the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  King's  army, 
and  of  the  reduced  officers  of  the  navy,  who 
had  ferved  in  North  America,  and  to  re-? 
ward  them  by  grants  of  lands  in  Quebec, 
and  in  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida,  without  fee  or 
rewiird,  ■        ,      . 


*'  4th,  To  hinder  the  Governors  of  Que- 
bec, Eaft  Florida  and  Weft  Florida,  from 
granting  warrants  of  furvey,  or  paffing  pa- 
tents for  lands,  beyond  the  bounds  of  their 
reipedive  governments.  ^  .•  _ 

"  5th,  To  forbid  the  governors  of  any 
other  colonies  or  plantations  in  America,  fron^ 
granting  warrants  or  paffing  patents  for  landsj 
beyond  the  heads  or  fources  of  any  of  the 
rivers,  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
from  the  weft  or  north-weft,  or  upon  any 
lands  v/hatever,  '  whichy  jiot  hav'mg  been 
'  €iDED    to   or  pur  chafed  by  the   King,   are* 

*  refervcd 
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*  refcrved   to  the  faid   Indians,   or  any  of 

*  them.' 


**  6th,  Toreferve,  ^  fir  the  prefe?tt^  \mAtT 
the  King  s  fovereignty,  proteaion,  and  do- 
minion,/»/•  the  ufe  of  the /aid  Indians,  all  the 
lands  fiot  included  within  the  limits  of  the 
faid  three  new  governments,  or  within  the 
limits  of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company ;  as 
alfo,  all  the  lands  lying  to  the  weftward  of 
the  fources  of  the  rivers,  which  fall  into  the 
fea  from  the  weft  and  north-weft,  and  for- 
bidding the  Kings  fubjefts  from  making 
any  purchafes  of  fettlements  whatever,  cr, 
taking  poffeffion  of  the  lands  fo  nfcrvedy: 
without  his  Majefty's  leave  and  licence  firft 
obtained.  * 

j^y  7th,  To  require  all  perfons,  who   had 
made  fettlements  on  lands,  not  purchafed  by? 
the  King  from  the  Indians,  to  remove  from 
fuch  fetdements. 


i%V 


,\ 


"  8th,  To  regulate   the  future  purchafes 
of  lands  from  the  Indians,  within  fuch  parts 

S  4  .    as 
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as  his  Majefwy^  by  that  proclamation,   fei^^ 
mittcd  fettlements  to  be  made* 


*•  gth,  To  declare,  that  the  trade  with  the 
Indians  fliould  be  free  and  open  to  all  his 
Majefty's  fubjeds,  and  to  prefcribe  the  manner 
how  it  ihall  be  carried  on. 


"  And  laftly,  To  fequh^e  all  military  offi- 
cers, and  the  fuperintendants  of  Indian  affairs, 
to  feize  and  apprehend  all  perfons  who  flood 
charged  with  treafons,  murders,  &c.  and  who 
had  fled  from  juftice,  and  taken  refuge  in  the 
referved  lands  of  the  Indians,  to  fend  fuch 
perfons  to  the  colony,  w/jen  they  flood  ac- 
cufed. 


'■',1 
t 


"  From  this  proclamation,  therefore,  it  is 
obvious,  that  the  fole  defign  of  it,  independ- 
ent of  the  eftablifhment  of  the  three  new 
governmeftts,  afcertaining  their  refpedlve 
boundaries,  rewarding  the  officers  and  fol- 
diers,  and  regulating  the  Indian  trade,  and 
apprehending  felons,  was  to  convhice  the  In- 
dians '  of  his  Majefly's  juftice  and  determined 

*  refo- 
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*  tefolution  to  remove  all  reafonable  caufe  of 

*  difcontent,'  by  mterdiding  all  fettlements 
on  kind,- not  ceJed  to  or  purchafed by  hh  Ma- 

jcjly;  and  declaring  it  to  be,  as  we  have  al- 
ready mentioned,  his  royal  will  and  pleafure, 

*  for  tbt  prefent^  to  referve,  under  his  fo- 
'  vereignty,  protedion,  and  dominion,  yjr 
'  the  life  of  the  Indians^  all  the   lands   and 

*  territories   lying  to   the  wcflward    of  the 

*  fources  of  the  rivers  which,  fall  into  the 

*  fea  from  the  weft  and  north- weft.*— Can 
any  words  exprefs  more  decifively  the  royal 
intention  ?— Do  they  not  explicitly  mention. 
That  the  territory  is,  at  prefmt,  referved  under 
his  Majefty's  protection,  fur  the  ife  of  the 
Indians  f — And  as  the  Indians  had  710  ufe  for 
thofe  lands,  which  are  bounded  wejierlyhj 
t\iQfouth-eaJifide  of  the  river  Ohip,  either  for 
refidence  or  hunting,  they  were  willing  to 
fell  them ;  and  accordingly  did  fell  them  to 
the  King  in  November  1768,  (the  occafion 
of  which  fale  will  be  fully  explained  in  our 
obfervations  in  the  fucceeding  paragraphs  of 
the  RepcriJ.'^Oi  courfe,  the  proclamation, 
fo  far  .u^  ;i  regarded  the  fettlement  of  the 
lands  included  within  that  purchafe,  has  ab- 

folutely 
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ibiutely  and  undoubtedly  ceafed. — The  lattf 
Mr.  Grenville,  who  was,  at  the  time  of  if^ 
fuing  this  proclamation,  the  minifter  of  this 
kingdom,  always  admitted,  that  the  defign 
of  it  was  totally  accomplifhed,  /o  foon  as  the 
CQimtry  was  purchafed  of  the  natives. 


B'     ft 


k  \h 


"  IV.  In  this  paragraph,  the  Lords  Com- 
miflioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  mention 
two  reafbns  for  his  Majefty's  entering  into 
engagements  with  the  Indians,  for  fixing  a 
more  prectfi  and  determhiate  boundary  line 
th^n  was  fettled  by  the  proclamation  of 
Odober  1763,  Wsr^ 

*^  ift.  Partly  for  want  o£  precijion  in  the 
one  intended  to  be  marked  by  the  procia* 
mation  of  1763.  • 


*''  2d,  And  partly  from  a  confideration  of 
juftice  in  regard  to  legal  titles  to  lands ^ 

'^  We  have,  we  prefume,  fully  proved,  in 
our  obfervations   on    the    third   paragraph, 
That  the  defign  of  the  proclamation,  fo  far 
as  it  related  to  lands  wejlward  of  the  Alle- 
gany 
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gany  mountains,  was  for  no  other  purpofe 
than  to  re/cTve  them,  under  his  Majefty's 
proteaion,  for  fhe  prefent,  for  the  ufe  of  tb^ 
Indians;  to  which  we  fliall  only  add.  That 
the  line  eftablifhed  by  the  proclamation,  fo 
far  as  it  concerned  the  lands  in  queftion,  could 
not  poffibly  be  fixed  and  defcribed  with  more 
predftofi,  than  the  proclamation  itfelf  defcribes 
it ;    for  it  declares,   That  *  all  the  lands  and 

*  territories    lying   to  the   weftward  of  the 

*  fources  of  the  rivers,  which  fall  into  the 
^  fea  front  the  weft  and  north-^wejl^  fhould 
be  referved  under  his  Majefty's  protedion. 


m 


"  Keithe-,  in  our  opinion,  was  his  Majefty 
induced  tu  enter  into  engagements  with  the 
Indians  for  fixing  a  mere  precife  and  deter- 
minate boundary  '-  partly  fr-m  a  confideration 
\  ofjujlice,  in  regard  .';  legal  titles  to  lands^* 
—for  there  were  none  fuch  (as  we  fhall  prove) 
comprehended  within  the  tradt  now  under 
confideration. 
\n  -:-■;       •     miiiliivv  / 

"  But  for  a  full  comprehenfiou  of  all  the 

reafons  for  his  Majefty's  *  entering  into  eh- 

'  gagcments  with  the  Indians,  for  fixing  a 

-  '  more 
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'more   precife   and    determinate   boundary 
*  line'  than  was  fettled  by  the  royal  procla- 
mation of  Odober  1763,  we  fhall  take  the 
liberty  of  ftating   the   following   faOs:— In 
the  year  1764,   the  King's  minifters  had  it 
t&en  in   contemplation  to  obtain  an  aft   of 
parliament  for  the  proper  regulation  of  the 
Indian  commerce  yi  and   providing   a   fund 
(by  laying  a  duty  on  the  trade)  for  the  fup- 
port  of  fuperintendants,  commiffaries,  inter- 
preters, &c.  at  particular  forts  in  the  Indian 
country,  'w/jere  the  trade  was  to  be  carried 
on :-— And  as  a  part  of  this  fyftem,  it  was 
thought  proper,  in  order  to  avoid  future  com- 
plaints from  the  Indians,  on  account  of  en- 
croachments  on    their   hunting-grounds,    to 
purchafe  a  lafge  traft  of  territory  from  them, 
and  eftablifh,  with  their  confent,  a  refpeftable 
boundary  line^  beyond  which    his    Majefty's 
fubjeds  fhould  //<?/  be  permitted  to  fettle. 

"  In  confequence  of  this  fyftem,  orderg 
were  trammitted  to  Sir  William  Johnfon,  in 
the  year  1764,  to  call  together  the  Sk  JsTa- 
tions,  lay  this  proportion  of  the  boundary 
before  them,  and  take  their  opinion  upon  it,— 
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This,  we  apprehend,  will  appear  evident  from 
the  following  fpeech,  made  Jby  Sir  William 
to  the  3ix  Nations,  at  a  conference  which 
he  held  with  them,  at  Johnfon  Hall,  Mry 
the  2d,  1765. 


•  Brethren, 
•  The  laft  but  the  moft  important  affair  I 
^  have  at  this  time  to  mention,  is  with  regard 

*  to  the  fettling  a  boundary  between  you  and 

*  the   EtigliJJj,      I    fent    a  meflage   to  fomc 

*  of  your  nations  fome  time  ago,  to  acquaint 
^  you,  that  I  fhould  confer  with  you  at  this 

*  meeting  upon  it,     The  King,  whofe  ge^ 

*  nerofity  and  forgivenefs  you  have  already 

*  experienced,   being   very  defirous  to  put  a 
^  final  end  to  difputes  between  his  people  and 

*  YOU  concerning  lands,  and  to  do  you 
'  ftridl  juftice,  has  fallen  upon  the  plan  of 

*  a  boundary  between  our  provinces  and  the 

*  Indiums   (which  no  white  man  fhall  dare 

*  to  invade)  as  the  beft  and  fureft  method  of 
^  ending    fuch    like    difputes,    and  fecurmg 

*  your  property  to  you,  beyond  a  poffibility 

*  of  difturbance.     This  will,  I  hope,  appear 

*  to  you  fo  reafonable,  fo  juft  on  the  part 

*of 


fjo 


BR.    BENJAMIN    FRANJiLIN. 


I 


t* 


*  of  the  King,  and  fo  advantageous  to  you 

*  and   your   pofterity,   that  I   can   have   no 

*  doubt  of  your  chearfully  j-  inu^<?:  with  me 

*  in   fettling    fuch    a   divifion-Iine,    as    will 

*  be  beft  for  the  advantage  of  both  white 

*  men  and  Indians,   and  as  Jlmll  bcji  agree 

*  with   the  extent  and  increafe  of  each  pro- 

*  v'tncc^   and   the  governors,   wh.  m   I    fhall        H 

*  confult  upon  that  occafion,  fo  foon  as  I  am 

*  fully  empowered;    but  in  the  meon  time 

*  I  am  defirous  to  know  in  what  manner  vou 

*  would  choofe  to  extend  it,  and  what     ou 

*  will  heartily  agree  to,   and   abide  bv,    m 

*  general  terms.      At  the  fame   time  I  am 
^  to  acquaint  you,  that  whenever  the  whole 

*  n  fettled,  and  that  it  ihall  appear  you  have 

*  JQ  far   cotjfulted  the  increafing  Jlate  of  our 

*  people^  as  to  make  any  convenient  cejjions  of 

*  ground  where  it  is  moll  wanted,  that  then 

*  you  will  receive  a  confiderable  prefent  in 

*  return  for  your  friendfliip.' 


"  To  this  fpeech  the  Sachems  and  Warriors 
of  the  Six  Nations,  after  conferring  fome 
time  among  themfelves,  gave  an  anfwer  to 
.Sir  William  Johnfon,  and  agreea  -^  the  pro* 
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pofitii  of  the  boundary  line  -  .Ich  an- 
fwer,  and  the  ther  tranfadions  r  this  con- 
ference, Sir\Vi'liam  Lranfmittecl  to  the  of- 
fice of  the  Lords  CommifTioners  for  Trade  and 
Plantations. 


"  From  a  change  of  the  adminiftration, 
which  formed  the  above  f  of  obtaining 

an  adV  of  parliament  for  iating  the  In- 

dian trade,  and  eftablifhin^  ae  boundary  Ibie^ 
or  from  fome  other  public  caufe,  unknown 
to  ^,— no  ipeafures  were  adopted,  until  the 
lat.cr  end  of  the   year  1767,  for  completing 

the  negotiation  about  this  boundary  line. 

But  in  the  mean  time,  viz.  between  the  years 
1765  and  1768,  the  King's  fubjedts  removed 
in  great  numbers  from  Virginia,  Maryland, 
and  Pennfylvania,  and  fettled  )ver  the  moun- 
tains,— upon  which  account,  the  Six  Nations 
became  fo  irritated,  th  t  in  the  year  1766 
they  killed  feveral  prdbns,  and  denounced 
a  general  war  aga*  x  the  middle  colonies; 
and  to  appeafe  them,  and  to  avoid  fuch  a 
public  calamity,  a  detachment  of  the  42d 
regiment  of  foot  was  that  year  fent  from  the 
garrifon  of  Fort  Pitt,  to  remove  fuch  fc  .tiers 
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^  were  feated  at  Red  Stone  Creek,  5ec.-~but 
the  endeavours  and  threats  of  that  detach- 
ment prpved  ineiFeaual,  and  they  returned 
to  the  garrifon,  without  being  able  to  exe- 
cute their  orders. — The  complaints  of  the  Six 
Nations  however  continuing  and  tncreafing, 
on  account  of  the  fettling  of  their  lands 
mier  the  mountains,  General  Gage  wrote  to 
the  Governor  of  Pennfylvania  on  the  7th  of 
Pecember  1767,  and  after  mentioriing  thefe 
complaints,  he  obferved,  *  Tou  are  a   u^it- 

*  nefs  how  liiftle  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 

*  feveral  praelamations  that  have  been  pub- 

*  lijhed;    and  that   even  the  removing  thofe 

*  people  from  the  lands  in  qteejlion,  which  was 

*  attempted  this  fummer  by  the  garrifon   at 

*  Fort  Pitty  has  been  only  a  temporary  expe^ 

*  dient.     We  learn  they  are   returned  again 

*  to  the  fame  encroachments  on  Red  Stone 
^  Creek  and  Cheat  River  in  greater  numbert 

*  than  everC 


«  On  the  5th  of  January  1 768,  the  Go- 
vernor of  Pennfylvania  fent  a  meffage  to  the 
General  Aflembly  of  the  province  with  the 
foregoing  letter  from  General  Gage,— and  or\ 

the 
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the  13th  the  Aflembly,  in  the  conclufion  of  a 
me/Tage  to  the  Governor  on  the  fubjed  of 
Indian   complaints,   obferved,   *  To   obviate 

*  which  caufe  of  their  difcontent,   and  ef- 

*  feaually  to  eftabiifh  between  them  and  his 

*  Majefty's  fubjeds  a  durable  peace,  we  are 

*  of  opinion,  that  a  fpeedy  confirmatibn  of  the 

*  boundary,   and  a  juft  fatisfadjon  made  to 

*  them  for  their  lands  on  this  fide  of  it,  are 

*  abfolutely  necefTary.      By  this   means  all 

*  tb^ir  prefent  complaints  of  encroachment* 

*  will  be  removed,  and  the  people  on  our 

*  frontiers  will  have  a  fufficient  country  /a 
^fettle  or  bunt  in^  without  interfering  nuith 

*  tbem^ 


Urn 


*'  On  the  iptli  of  January  176^,  Mn 
Galloway,  the  Speaker  of  the  AiTembly  in 
Pennfylvania,  and  the  Committee  of  Corre- 
fpondence,  wrote  on  the  fubjed  of  the  Indians 
difquietude,  by  order  of  the  Houfe,  to  their 
agents  Richard  Jackfon  and  Betjjamin  Frank- 
lin,  Efquires,  in  London ;  and  therein  they 
faid,  *  That  the  delay  of  the  confirmation  of 

•  the  boundary  the  natives  have  warmly  com- 

*  plained  of,  and  that  although  they  have  rt- 
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'  ceived  no  conjideratiott  for  the  lands  agreed 

'  to  be  ceded  to  the  crown  on  our  fide  of  the 

*  boundary,  yet  that  its  fubjeSfs  are.  daily  fet- 

*  tling  and  occupying  thofe  very  lands. ^ 


"  In  April  I768,  the  legiflature  of  Penn- 
fylvania  finding  that  the  expectations  of  an 
Indian  war  were  hourly  increafing,  occajioned 
by  the  fettletnent  of  the  lands  over  the  moun^ 
tains^  not  fold  by  the  natives ;  and  flattering 
themfclves,  that  orders  would  foon  arrive 
from  England  for  the  perfection  of  the  bound- 
ary line  ;  they  voted  the  fum  of  one  thoufand 
pounds,  to  be  given  as  a  prefent,  in  blankets, 
flrouds,  &c.  to  the  Indians  upon  the  Ohio, 
with  a  view  of  moderating  their  refent- 
ment,  until  tkefe  orders  fhould  arrive :  and 
the  Governor  of  Pennfylvania  being  in- 
formed, that  a  treaty  was  foon  to  be  held  at 
Fort  Pitt  by  George  Croghan  Efq.  deputy 
agent  of  Indian  affairs,  by  order  of  General 
Gage  and  Sit  William  Johnfon,  he  fent  his 
fecretary  and  another  gentleman,  as  com- 
miffioners  from  the  province,  to  deliver 
the  above  prefent  to  the  Indians  at  Fort 
Pitt. 

"  On 
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«  On  the  2d  of  May  1768,  the  Six  Nat 
tions  made  the  following  fpeech  at  that  cOn^ 
lerence : 


'  Brother, 
•  It  is  not  without  grief  that  we  fee  our 
country/.///,^  by  you,  without  our  know- 
ledge  or  confent ;  and  it  is  a  long  time  fince 
we  complained  to  you  of  this  grievance, 
which  we  find  has  not  yet  been  redrelTed ; 
but  fettkmms   are    ftiU   extending  further 
'"!"  ""'"  '"""^y^  forae  of  them  are  made 
direaiy  on  our  war-path,  leading  to  our 
enemies  country,  and  we  do  not  like  it. 
Brother,  you  have  laws  among  you  to  govern 
your  people  by;  and  it  will  be  the  ftrongeft 
proof  of  the  fincerity  of  your  friendlhip 
to  let  us  fee  that  you  remove  the  people' 
from  our  lands;    as  we  look  upon  it,  they 
w,ll  have  time  enough  to  fettle  them,  when 
you   have  purcbafed  them,  and  the  country 
becomes  yours,'' 

"  The  Pe^nfylvania  commiffioners,  in  an- 
swer to  this  fpeech,  informed  the  Six  Nations 
that  the  Governor  of  that  province  had  fent 

^^  four 
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four  gentltmen  with  his  proclamation  and 
the  adt  of  aflembly  (making  it  felony  of  death 
without  benefit  of  clergy,  to  continue  on 
Indian  lands)  to  fuch  fettlers  over  the  moun- 
tains as  "Were  feated  within  the  limits  of 
Pennfylvania,  requiring  them  to  vacate  their 
fettlements  j  but  all  to  no  avail : — that  the 
Governor  of  Virginia  had  like  wife,  to  as 
little  purpofe,  iflued  his  proclamations  and 
orders,  and  that  General  Gage  had  twice 
ineffedlually  fent  parties  of  foldiers  to  remove 
the  fettlers  from  Red  Stone  Creek  and  Mo- 
nongehela. 

"  As  foon  as  Mr.  Jackfon  and  IJr.  Frank- 
lin received  the  foregoing  inftrudions  from 
the  General  Aflembly  of  Pennfylvania,  they 
waited  upon  the  American  minifter,  and  urged 
the  expediency  and  neceflity  of  the  boundary 
line  being  fpeedily  concluded ;  and,  in  con- 
fequence  thereof,  additional  orders  were  im- 
mediately tranfmitted  to  Sir  William  Johnfoa 
for  that  purpofe. 


iC 


It  is  plain,  therefore,   that  the  procla- 
mation of  Odober  1763  was  not  defigned,  as 

the 
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the  Lords  Commiffioners  for  Trade  and  Plan- 
tations  have  fuggefted,  to  fignify  the  policy 
of  this  kingdom,  againjl  fettlements  over  the 
Allegany  mountains,  after  the  King  had  ac- 
tually purchafed  the  territory ;  and  that  the 
true  reafons  for  purchafmg  the  lands  com;, 
prifed  within  that  boundary  were  to  avoid 
an  Indian  rqpture,  and  give  an  opportunity 
to  the  King's  fubjefts  quietly  and  lawfully 
to  fettle  thereon. 

"  V.  Whether  the  Lords  Commiilioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations  are  well  founded 
in  their  declarations,  that  the  lands  under 
confideratiou  '  are  out  of  all  advantageous  in* 
'  tercourfe  with  this  kingdom;  fhail  be  fully 
confidered  in  our  obfervations  on  the  fixth 
paragraph :— and  as  to  '  the  various  propo- 
"  fitions  for  eredin^  new  colonies  in  the 
I  interior  parts,  which,  their  Lordfhips  fay, 
'  have  been,  in  confequepce  of  the  extenfion 
.'  of  the   boundary  line,    fubmitted -to   the 

•  confideration  of  government,  particularly 

•  in  that  part  of  the  cow  try  wherein  are  fitu* 

•  ated  the  lands  now  prayed  for,  and  the 
♦danger  of  complying  with  fuch  propofals 

^         Tj  thave 


fs 


78 


D.R.    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN. 


*  have  been  fo  obvious,  as  to  defeat  every  at- 

*  tempt  for  carrying  them  into  execution ;' — 
we  fhall  only  obferve  on  this  paragraph,  that 
as  we  do  not  know  what  thefe  propofitions 
were,  or  upon  what  principle  the  propofers 
have  been  defeated^  it  is  impoflible  for  us  to 
judge,  whether  they  are  any  ways  applicable 
to  our  cafe.— Confiftent  however  with  our 
knowledge,   no  more  than  one  proportion, 
for  the  fettlement  of  a  part  of  the  lands  in 
queftion,  has  been  prefented  to  government ; 
and  that  wks  from  Dr.  Lee,  3  2  other  Ame- 
ricans, and  two  Londoners,  in  the  year  i  n^^\ 
praying  that  his  Majefty  would  grant  to  them, 
without  any purchafe-moTiey^  2,500,000  acres 
of  land  in  one  or  more  ftirveys^  to  be  located 
between  the  38th  and  42 d  degrees  of  latitude, 
over  the  Allegany  mountains^  and  on  condition 
of  their  pofleffing  thefe  lands  12  years  with- 
out the  payment  of  any  quit-rent  (the   fame 
not  to  begin  until  the  whole  2,500,000  acres 
were  furveyed) ;    and    that   they  fhould  be 
obliged  to  fettle  only  ^oo  families  in  12  years. 
Surely,    the   Lords    CommifTioners  did    not 
inean  this  propofition  .as  one  that  was  fimilar, 
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and  would  apply  to  the  cafe  now  reported 
upon  ;  and  efpecially  as  Dr.  Lee  and  his  af- 
ibciates  did  not  propofe,  as  we  do,  either  to 
purchalb  the  lands,  or  pay  the  quit-rents  to 
his  Majefty,  neat  and  clear  of  all  dedualons,  or 
be  at  the  whole  expence  of  eftablifhing  and 
maintaining  the  civil  government  of  the 
country. 


I  !;. 


"  VI.  In  the  fixth  paragraph  the  Lords 
Commillloners  obferve.  That «  every  argument 

*  on  the  ftibjea,  refpeding'the  fettlement  of 

*  the  lands  in  that  part  of  the  country  now 

*  prayed  for,  is  colkaed  together,  with  great 
'  force  and  precifton,  in  a  Reprefcntation  \iade 

*  to  his  Majejlyhj  the  Lords  Commiffioners 
'  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  in  March  1768.' 

"  That  it  may  be  clearly  underftood  what 
was  the  occafion  of  this  Reprefcntation,  we 
fhall  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning,  that  on 
the  I  ft  of  Oaober  1767,  and  during  ttie 
time  that  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  was  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  fouthern  department,  an  idea 
was  entertained  of  forming,  <  at  the  expence 
*  of  the   crown,'   three   new  governments  in 

T  4  Nnrrh 


1  1 

.  /"Mi 


^8o  DR.    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN. 

North  America,  viz,  one  at  Detroit  [on  the 
waters  between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Erie] ; 
one  in  the  Illinois  Country^  and  one  on  the 
lower  part  of  the  river  Ohio :  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  fnch  an  idea,  a  reference  was  made 
by  his  Lordfhip  to  the  Lords  Commiffionera 
for  Trade  and  Plantations,  foi:  their  opinion 
upon  thefe  propofed  ne'w  governments. 

"  Having  plainly  explained  the  caufe  of 
the  Repreftntation^  which  is  fo  very  ftrongly 
and  earneftly  infifted  upon  by  the  Lords 
Commiflioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations^  as 
containing  *  every  argument  on  the  ftibjedl  of 
*  the  lands  which  is  at  prefent  before  your 
^  Lordihips ;'  we  fhall  now  give  our  reafons 
for  apprehending,  that  it  is  fo  far  from  ap- 
plying againft  our  cafe,  that  it  adually  de^ 
dares  a  permiflion  would  be  gi  yen  to  fettle 
the  very  lands  in  queftion, 


"  Three  principal  reafons  are  affigned  In 
the  Reprefentation^  *  as  conducive  to  the  great 
^  objed  of  colonizing  upon  the  continent  of 
\  North  America,  viz. 
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"  I  ft,  'Promoting  the  advantageous  fifliery 

*  carried  on  upon  the  northern  coaft' 

"  idly,  *  Encouraging  the  growth  and  cuU 

*  ture  of  naval  ftores,  and  of  raw  materials, 

*  to  be  tranfported  hither,  in  exchange  for 

*  perfe<a  manufadures  and  other  merchant 

*  dize/ 

*"  3d^T>  *  Securing  a  fupply  of  lumber,  pro- 

*  vifions,  and  other  neceffaries,  for  the  fup. 

*  port  of  our  eftablifliments  in  th$  Amcricai^ 
«  iflands.* 

"  On  the  firft  of  thefe  reafons,  we  appr^w 
hend,  it  is  not  neceflary  for  us  to  make  many 
obfervations ;  as  the  provinces  of  New  Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  and 
the  coXomesfouthward  of  them,  have  n<a^  and 
from  the  nature  of  their  fituatic^.  ^d  com- 
merce will  not^  promote  the  Jt/htry  more,  it 
is  conceived,  than  the  propofed  Ohio  colony, 
Thefe  provinces  are,  however,  beneficial 
to  this  kingdom,  in  the  culture  and  export- 
ation of  different  articles ;— as  it  is  humbly 
prefumed  the  Ohio  colony  will  likewife  be, 
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if  the  produdion  of  Jlaple  commodities  is  al- 
lowed to  be  within  that  defcription. 

"  On  the  2d  and  3d  general  reafons  of  the 
Reprefentatlon  we  fhall  obferve,  that  no  part 
of  his  Majefty's  dominions  in  North  America 
will  require  lefs  encottragement  '  for  the  growth 

*  and  culture  of  naval  ftores  and  raw  mate- 

*  rials,    and  for   the    fupplying   the  iflands 

*  with  lumber,  provifions,'  &c.  than  the 
folicited  colony  on  the  Ohio  \ — and  for  the 
following  reafons : 

•'  Firft;  The  lands  in  queftion  are  excellent, 
the  climate  temperate,  the  native  grapes, 
filk-v/orms,  and  mulberry-trees,  are  every 
where ;  hemp  grows  fpontaneoufly  in  the 
Valleys  and  low  lands ;  iron-ore  is  plenty  in 
the  hills ;  and  no  foil  is  better  adapted  for 
the  culture  of  tobacco,  flax,  and  cotton,  than 
that  of  the  Ohio. 


*'  Second  ;  The  country  is  well  watered  by 
feveral  navigable  rivers,  communicating  with 
each  other  ;  and  by  which,  and  a  fhort  land- 
carriage  of  only  40  villes.^  the  produce  of  the 

lands 
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lands  of  the  Ohio  can,  even  mw^  be  fent 
cheaper  to  the  fea-port  town  of  Alexandria, 
on  the  river  Potomack,  (where  General  Brad- 
dock's  tranfports  landed  his  troops,)  than  any 
kind  of  merchandize  is  at  this  time  fentyrow 
Northawftcfi  toLondon, 

"  Third  ;  The  river  Ohio  is,  at  all  feafons 
of  the  year,  navigable  for  large  boats,  like  the 
Weft  Country  barges,  rowed  only  by  four  or 
five  men  ;  and  from  the  month  of  January 
to  the  month  of  April,  large  Ihips  may  be 
built  on  the  Ohio,  and  fent  laden  with  hemf^ 
Iron, flax,  ftlk,  &c.  to  this  kingdom. 

<*  Fourth ;  Flour,  corn,  beef,  fhip-plank, 
and  other  necefTaries,  can  be  fent  down  thft 
ftream  of  the  Ohio  to  Weft  Florida,  and  from 
thence  to  the  iflands,  much  cheaper,  and  in 
better  order,  than  from  New  York  or  Phila- 
delphia. 

"  Fifth ;    Hemp,  tobacco,  iron,  and  fuch 

bulky  articles,   can  alfo   be  fent  down   the 

flream  of  the  Ohio  to  the  fea,  at  leaft  50  p^r 

centum    cheaper    than    thefq    artlcleg   were 

ever 
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ever  carried  by  a  land  carriage,  of  only  60^ 
miles,  in  Pennfylvania, — where  waggmiage 
is  cheaper  than  in  any  other  part  of  North 
Ajnerica. 


"  Sixth;  Tlie  expence  of  tranfporting  Bri- 
fifh  manufactories  from  the  fea  to  the  Ohio 
colony  will  not  be  fo  much  as  is  now  paid, 
and  muft  ever  be  paid,  to  a  great  part  of 
the  countries  of  Pennfylvama^  Vtrginia^  and 
Maryland* 

V 

n 

'^  From  this  ftate  of  fads,  we  apprehend. 
It  IS  clear  that  the  lands  in  queftion  are  alto-> 
gether  capable,,  and  will  advantageoufly  admit, 
from  their  fertility,  ficuation,  and  the  fmall 
expence  attending  the  exporting  the  produce 
of  them  to  this  kingdom, — '  of  conditc'mg 

*  to  the   great   objed  of  colonizing    upon 

•  the  continent  of  North  America:' — but 
that  we  may  more  particularly  elucidate  this 
Important  point,  we  fhall  take  the  freedom 
ofobferving, — that  it  is  not  difputed,  but 
even  acknowledged,  by  the  very  Report  now 
under  confideration,  that  the  climate  and 
foil  of  the  Ohio  are  as  favourable  as  we  have 

defcribedi 


DR.    BEK^JAMiN    FRANKLIN.  285 

defcribed  them; — and  as  to  the  native  filk- 
worms,    it   Is   a   truth,    that    above    10,000 
weight  of  cocoons  was,  in  Aiigufl  1771,  fold 
at  the  public  filature  in  Philadelphia ;— and 
that  the  filk  produced  from  the  native  worm 
is  of  a  good  quality,  and  has  been  much 
approved  of  in  this  city.— As  to  hemp,  we  are 
ready  to  make  it  appear,  that  it  grows,  as  we 
have   reprefented,   fpontaneoufly,   and   of  a 
good  texture  on  the  Ohio.— When,  therefore, 
the  increafing  dependence  of   this    .dngdom 
upon  RiiJJia^   for  this  very  article,   is  con- 
fidered,  and  that  none  has  been  exported  from 
the  fsa-coqfl  American  colonies,  as  their  foil 
will  not  eafily  produce  it,— this  dependence 
muft  furely  be  admitted  as  a  fubjea  of  great 
national  confequence,  and  v/orthy  of  the  fe- 
rious  attention  of  government.     Nature  has 
pointed   out   to   us   where  any  quantity  of 
hemp  can  be  foon  and  eafily  raifed ;  and  by 
tliat  means,  not  only  a  large  amount  of  fpecie 
may  be  retained  yearly  in  this  kingdom,  but 
our  own  fubje^s  can  be  employed  moft  ad- 
vantageouijy,  and  paid  in  the  mamifaaures  oT 
this  kingdom.     The  ftate  of  the  Ruflianjtrade. 
is  briefly  thus : 
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From  the  year  1722  to  1731, 
'    — 250  fhlps  were,  on  a  me- 
dium, fent  each  year  to  St. 
Peterfburgh,    Narva,    Riga, 
and  Archangel,  for  hempy 

And  from  the  year  1762  to 
1 77 1, — 500  fliips  were  alfo 
fent  for  that  purpofe, 


250  fhips. 


500 


hicrenfe  in  ten  years, 


250  fhips. 


"  Here,  tlien,  it  is  obvious  that  in  the  laft 
ten  years  there  was,  on  a  medium,  an  increafe 
of  250  fliips  in  the  Ruffian  trade.     Can  it  be 
confiilent  with  the  wifdom  and  policy  of  the 
greateft  naval  and  commercial  nation  in  the 
world,  to  depend  wholly  oi\  foreigners  for  the 
fupply  of  an  article,  in  which  is  included  the 
very  exiftencc   of  her  navy  and  commerce  ? 
Surely  not ;    and   efpecially  when    God  has 
bleffed  us  with  a  country  yielding  naturally 
the  very  commodity  which  draws  our  money 
from  us,  ar.d  renders  us  dependent  on  Ruffia 
for  it. 


"  As  we  have  only  hitherto  generally  ftated 
the  fmall  expence  of  carriage   between  the 

waters 
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waters  of  Potomack  anc  diofe  of  the  Ohio, 
we  Ihall  now  endeavour  to  fhew  how  very- 
ill  founded  the  Lords  for  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions are,  in  the  fifth  paragraph  of  their  Re^ 
port,  viz.    That  the  lands  in   queftion  . «  arc 
'  out  of  all  advantageous  lutcrcourfe  with  this 
'  kingdom:     In  order,  however,  that  a  proper 
opinion  may  be  formed   on  this  important 
article,  we  fhall  take  the  liberty  of  ftating 
the  particular  expence  of  carriage,  even  during 
the  laft  French  war,  (when  there  was  no  back 
carriage  from   the  Ohio  to  Alexandria,)   as 
it  will  be  found,  it  was  even  then  only  about 
a  halfpenny  ^tr  pound,  as  will  appear  from  the 
following  account,  the  truth  of  which  we 
fiiall  fully  afcertain,  viz. 

From  Alexandria  to  Fort    £,  s,  d, 

Cumberland,  by  water,     o    i     y  per  cwU 
From  Fort  Cumberland  to 

Redftone  Creek,  at  14 

dollars/^/- waggon-load, 

each   waggon   carrying 


15  cwt. 


042 
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Nole-^The  diftance  was  then  70  miles, 
but  by  a  new  waggon-road,  lately  made, 
it  is  now  but  forty  miles — a  faving,  of 
courfe,  of  above  one-half  the  5/.  gd»  is 
tf/  prefent  c;iperienced. 

**  If  it  is  Gonfidered  that  this  rate  of  car- 
riage was  in  time  of  war,  and  when  there 
were  no  inhabitants  on  the  Ohio,  we^  cannot 
doubt  but  every  intelligent  mind  will  be  fa- 
tisfied,  that  it  is  now  much  lefs  than  is  daily 
paid  in  London  for  the  carriage  of  coarfe 
vooollens^  cutlery^  iron  ware^  &c.  from  feveral 
counties  in  England, 


^he  following  is  the  Cofl  of  Carriage  from 
Birminghaniy  &c.  viz. 

From  Birmingham  to  London,  is  j^»  per  cwt* 
From  Walfall  in  StafFordfhire,       ^s. 
From  Sheffield,  8/, 

From  Warrington,  7/. 

**  If  the  lands  wHich  are  at  prefent  under 
confideration,  are,  as  the  Lords  Commiffioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations  fay,  *  out  of  all  ad- 
•  vantageous  mtiriourfe  with  this  kingdom* 

wc 
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We  are  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  by  what  ftandard 
that   Board  calculates    the   rate  of  '  advan- 

*  tageous  intercourfe.'— If  the  King's  fub- 
jeds,  fettled  over  the  Allegany  mountains, 
and  on  the  Ohio,  within  the  //^w-ereded 
county  of  Bedford,  in  the  province  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  are  altogether  cloathed  with  Britifh 
manufadure,  as  is  the  cafe ;  is  that  country 

*  out   of  all  advantageous  intercourfe  with 

*  this  kingdom  ?'~-If  merchants  in  London 
are  mw  adually  fliipping  Britifh  manufac. 
tures  for  the  ufe  of  the  very  fettlers  on  the 
lands  in  queftion,  does  that  exportation  come 
within  the  Lords  Commiflloners  defcription 
of  what  is  '  out  of  all  advantageous  inter- 

*  courfe  with  this  kingdom  ?*  In  fhort,  the 
Lords  Commiflioners  admit,  upon  their  own 
principles,  that  it  is  a  political  and  advan- 
tageous intercourfe  with  this  kingdom,  ijoben 
the  fettlements  and  fettlers  are  confined  to 
the  eajiern  fide  of  the  Allegany  mountains. 
Shall  then  the  expence  of  carriage,  even  of  the 
very  coarfeft  and  heavieft  cloths,  or  other  ar. 
licles,  from  the  mountains  to  the  Ohio,  only 
about  70  miles,  and  which  will  not,  at  moft, 
Increafe  the  price  of  carriage  above  a  halfpenny 

Vol.  XL  u  a    -  j 
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a  yard^  convert  the  trade  and  eonnexion  with 
-the  fettlers  on  the  Ohio,  into  a  predicament 

*  that  Ihall  be,  as  the  Lords  Commiffioners 
'  have   faid,  out  of  all  advantageous  inter- 

*  courfe  with  this  kingdom?' — ^On  the  whole, 

*  if  the  poor  Indians  in  the  remote  parts*  of 
'  North   America  are  now  able  to  pay  for 

*  the  linens,  woollens,  and  iron  ware,  they 

*  are    furnifhed    with    by   Englifli    traders, 

*  though   Indians    have   nothing    but  what 

*  they  get  by  hunting,  and  the  goods  are 

*  loaded  with  all  the  impofitions  fraud  and 
'  knavery  can  contrive,  to  inhance  their  value; 

*  will  not  induftrious  Englifh  farmers,'  em- 
ployed in  the  culture  of  hemp,  flax,  filk,  5sfV. 

*  be  able  to  pay  for  what  (hall  be  brought 

*  to  them  in  the  fair  way  of  commerce;' 
•and  efpecially  when  it  is  remembered,  that 
there  is  no  other  allowable  market  for  the  fale 
of  thefe  articles  than  in  this  kingdom  ?— 
And  if,  '  the  growths  of  the  country  find 
'  their  way  out  of  it,  will  not  the  manu- 
'  fadtures  of  this  kingdom,  njohere  the 
"*  hemp,  £sfr.  muft  be  fent  to,  find  their  way 
«  into  it  V 


«  Whether 
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*'  Whether  Nova  Scotia,  and  Eaft  and  Weft 
Florida  have  yielded  advantages  and  returns 
equal   to   the   enormous   fums  expended   in 
founding  and  fupporting  them,  or  even  ad- 
vantages,  fuch   as  the  Lords  Commiffioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations,  in  their  Repre^ 
fentation  of  1768,  Teemed  to  expea:,  it  is  not 
our  bufmefs  to  inveftigate  .—it  is,  we  pre- 
fume,  fufficient  for  us  to  mention,  that  thofe 
'  many  principal  perfons   in   Pennfylvania,' 
as  is  obferved  in  the  Reprefentation,  <  whofe 

•  names  and  aflbciation  lie  before  your  Ma- 

•  jefty  in  Council,  for  the  purpofe  of  making 

•  fettlements  in  Nova  Scotia,*  have,  feveral 
years  fmce,  been  convinced  of  the  impradi- 
cability  of  exciting  fettlers  to  move  from  the 
middle  colonies,  and  fettle  in  that  province- 
and  even  of  thofe  who  were  prevailed  on  to 
go  to  Nova  Scotia,  the  greater  part  of  them 
returned  with  great  complaints  againft  the 
feverity  and  length  of  the  winters. 


Is 


'U 
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•*  As  to  Eaft  and  Weft. Florida,  it  is,  we 
are  perfuadcd,  morally  injpoffible  to  force  the 
people  of  the  middle  provinces,  between  37 
and  40  degrees  north  latitude,  (where  there 
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is  plenty  of  vacant  land  in  their  own  tem- 
perate climate,)  to  remove,  to  the  fcorching, 
unwholefome  heats  of  thefe  provinces.  The 
inhabitants  of  Montpelier  might  as  foon 
and  as  eafily  be  perfuaded  to  remove  to  the 
northern  parts  of  Ruflia,  or  to  Senegal. — ^In 
fliort,  it  is  contending  with  nature,  and  the 
experience  of  all  ages,  to  attempt  to  compel 
a  people,  born  and  living  in  a  temperate  cli- 
mate^ and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  rich, 
heahhful,  and  uncultivated  country,  to  travel 
feveral  hundred  miles  to  a  fea-port  in  order 
to  make  a  voyage  tofea;  and  fettle  either  in 
extreme  hot  or  cold  latitudes.  If  the  county 
of  York  was  vacant  and  uncultivated,  and 
the  more  fouthern  inhabitants  of  this  illand 
were  in  want  of  land,  would  they  fufFer 
themfelves  to  be  driven  to  the  north  of  Scot-, 
land? — Would  they  not,  in  fpite  of  all  op- 
pofition,/^?  poflefs  themfelves  of  that  fertile 
country  ?— Thus  much  we  have  thought  ne- 
ceflary  to  remark,  in  refpea:  to  the  general 
principles  laid  down  in  the  Reprefentation  of 
1768  ;  and  we  hope  we  have  fhewn,  that  the 
arguments  therein  made  ufe  of,  do  not  in  any 
degree  militate  againft  the  fubjed  in  queftion ; 

but 
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but  that  they  were  intended,  and  do  folely 
apply  to  *  new  colonies  propofed  to  be  eftab- 

*  lifhed,'  as  the  Reprefentation  {z.y^^  ^  at  an 

*  expence  to  this  kingdom^  at  the  diftance  of 

*  above  1500  miles  from  the  fea,  which  from 

*  their  inability  to  find   returns,   wherewith 

*  to  pay  for  the  manufadlures  of  Grekt  Bri- 
'  tain,  will  be  probably  led  to  manufaaure 

*  for  themfelves,  as  they  would:  .  continues 
the  Reprefentation,  «  be  feparated  from  the  old 
'  colonies  by  immenfe  tra^s  of  unpeopled 

*  defart.' — 


«( 


It  now  only  remains  for  us  to  inquire, 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Lords 
Commiflioners  for  Trade  and   Plantations  in 
1768,  that  the  territory,  which  would  be  in-' 
eluded  within  the  boundary  line,  then  nego- 
ciating  with  the  Indians,  (and  which  was  the 
one  that  was  that  year  perfeded,)  fhould  con- 
tinue a  ufelefs  wildernefs,  or  be  fettled  and 
occupied    by   his    Majefty's   fubjeds.— The   ' 
very  Reprefentation  itfelf,  which  the  prefent 
Lords  Commiflioners  for  Trade  and   Planta- 
tions fay  contains    «  every  argument  on   the 
*  ftibjeai  furnifhes  us  an  ample  and  fatisfac- 

U   3  tQiy 


5J 

■■■< 
M  I 


Hi 


■'i 


% 


3 


'•   Si 


*94 


DR.    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN. 


tory  folution  to  this  important  queftion.—^The 
Lords   Commiflioners   in    1768,    after  pre- 
nouncing  their  opinion  againjl  the  propofid 
three  new  governments^  as  above  ftated,  de- 
clare, '  They  ought  to  be  carefully  guarded 
againft,  by  encouraging  the  fettlement  of 
that  extcnfive  tradl    of  fea-coaft   hitherto 
unoccupied  ;    which,   fay  their   Lord  (hips, 
together  with  the  liberty^  that  the  inhabitants 
OF  THE   middle  colonies   will  have    (in 
confequence  of  the  propofed  boundary  line 
with   the   Indians)    of  gradually   extending 
themfelves  backwards^  will  more   effe&ually 
and  beneficially  anfwer  the  obje<St  of  encou- 
raging population  and  confumption,  than  the 
erection  of  new  governments  ;  fuch  gradual 
extenfion  might,  through  the  medium  of  a 
continual  population,  upon  even  the  fame 
extent  of  territory,  preferve  a  communis 
cation  of  mutual  commercial  benefits  be-- 
tween  its  extremeft  parts  and  Great  Britain, 
impojfible  to  exift  in  colonies  feparated  by  im- 
menfe  tra&s  of  unpeopled  defart' — Can  any 
opinion   be   more'  clear   and  conclufive,   in 
favour  of  the  propofitibn  which   we  have 
humbly  fubmitted  to  his  Majefty  ? — for  their 

Lordfhips 
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Lordfhips  pofitively  fay,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the   middle  colonies  'will  have  liberty  of 

gradually  extending  them/elves    backwards; 

but  is  it  not  very  extraordinary,  that  after 
near /-le/oj^^rj  deliberation,  the  prefent  Lords 
CommiHioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations 
(hould  make  a  Report  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  therein 
€xprefsly  refer  to  that  opinion  of  1768,  in 
which,  they  fay,  *  every  argument  on  the 
'  fubjeSl  is  colleBed  together  with  great  force 
''  and  precifion^  and  yet  that,  almoft  in  the 
fame  breath,  their  Lordfhips  *  fhould  con- 
'  travene  that  very  opinion,  and  advife  his 

*  Majefty  to  check  the  progrefs  of  their  fettle- 

*  ments  .^'— And  that  '  fettlements  in  that  dif 

*  ta?itpart  of  the  country  ought  to  be  difcou^ 

*  raged  as   much   as   poffible,   and   another 

*  proclamation  fhould  be  iiTued  declaratory 

*  of  his  Majefty's  refolution,  not  to  allow^ 

*  for  the  prefent,  any  new  fettlemeut  beyond 

*  the  line;*— to  wit,  beyond  the  Allegany 
mountains  ? — How  ftrange  and  contradidory 
is  this  condud?— But  we  forbear  any  ftric* 
tures  upon  it ; — and  fhall  conclude  our  re* 
marks  on  this  head,  by  ftating  the  opinion, 
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#t  d\ff    jni  times,  of  the  Lords  CommiflioncM 
for  Txade  and  Plantations  on  this  fubjeft. 

•*  In  1748,  their  Lordfhips  expreflcd  the 
ftroiigi  il"  deiire  to  promote  Qittlemcnts  over 
the  mountains  and  on  the  Ohio.— 


"  In  1768—The  then  Lords  Commif- 
fioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  declared, 
(in  confequence  of  the  boundary  line  at  that 
time  negociating) — Thar  the  inhabitants  of 
the  middle  colonies  would  have  liberty  of  gra^ 
dually  extending  themfelves  backwards, 

"  la  1 770— The  Earl  of  Hilllborough  ac- 
tually recommended  the  purchafe  of  a  tradt  of 
land  over  the  mountains,  fufficient  for  a  new 
colony,  and  then  went  down  to  the  Lords 
Commiflioners  of  the  Treafury,  to  know 
whether  their  Lordfhips  would  treat  with 
Mr.  Walpole  and  his  aflbciates,  for  fuch  pur-^ 
chafe. 

«  In  1772—The  Earl  of  Hillfborough,  and 
the  pthev  Lords  Commiflioners  for  Trade  and 
Plantatiop.     v  ide  a  report  on  the  petition  of 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Walpole  and  Ins  alTociates,  -ind  referred 
to  the  Reprefaitation  of  the  Board  ot  Trade  in 
1768,  *  as  containinp;  every  argument  on  the 

*  fubjea^  colle6led  together  with  force  an  i  pre- 
«  fj^ow'— which  Reprefentation  declared,  as 
we  have  {hewn,  *  rhat  the  inhabitants  of  the 

*  middle  colonics  will  have  liberty  to  exiend 
•^  bachvards;  on  the  identical  lands  in  quef- 
tioM  :  and  yet,  notwithftanding  fueh  reference, 
fo  ftrongly  made  from  the  prefent  Board  of 
Trade  to  the  opinion  of  that  Board,— the 
Earl  of  Hilhborough,  and  the  other  Lords 
Commiffioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations, 
have  now,  in  direa  terms,  reported  againfl 
the  abfolute  engagement  and  opinion  of  the 
Board  in  1768, 


,1'ri' 


"  It  may  be  alked,  what  was  intended  by 
the  expreffions  in  the  Reprefentation  of  1768, 
of  gradually  extending  themfclves  backwards  ? 
It  is  anfwered,  They  were  only  in  contradif- 
tina-ion  to  the  propofal  of  ereding  at  that 
time  three  new  governments  at  Detroit,  &c. 
and  thereby  exciting,  as  the  Reprefentation 
fays,  the  ftream  of  population  to  various  dif- 
tnnt  places.— In  fhort,  it  was,  we  think,  be- 
yond 
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yond  all  doubt,  the  *  precife  opinion  of 
the  Lords  Commiffioners  in  1768,  That  the 
territory,  within  the  boundary  line,  then  ne- 
gociating,  and  fince  completed,  would  be  fuf- 
ficient  at  that  time  to  anfwer  the  objedl  of 
population  and  confumption  j  and  that  until 
that  territory  was  fully  occupied, — it  was  not 
neceflary  to  eredt  the  propofed  three  new  go^ 
vernmcnts  '  at  an  expence  to  this  kingdom^  in 
places,  as  their  Lordfhips  obferved,    '  fepa- 

*  rated  by  immenfe  trads  of  unpeopled  de- 

*  fart; 


ill 
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*'  To  conclude  our  obfervations  on  the  6th 
paragraph,  we  would  juft  remark, — That  we 
prefume  we  have  demonftrated,  that  the  in-^ 
habitants  of  the  middle  colonies   cannot  be 
compelled  to  exchange  the  foil  and  climate  of 
thefe. colonies,  either  for  the  fevere  colds  of 
Nova   Scotia  and  Canada,  or  the  unwhole- 
fome  heats  of  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida.     Let 
us  next  enquire,  what  would  be  the  effedt  of 
confining  thefe  inhabitants  (if  it  was  pradica- 
ble)  within  narrow  bounds,  and  thereby  pre- 
venting them  from  exercifmg  their  natural  in- 
clination of  cultivating  lands  ? — and  whether 
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fuch  reftridion  would  not  force  them  into 
manufadlures^  to  rival  the  Mother  Country? 
— To  thefe  queftions,  the  Lords  Commif* 
fioners  have,  with  much  candour,  replied  in 
their  Reprefentation  of  1768, — We  '  admit,' 
faid  their  Lordfhips,  «  as  an  undeniable  prin- 

*  ciple  of  true  policy,  that,  with  a  view  to 

*  prevent  manufaaures^   it   is    necelfary  and 

*  proper  to  open  an  extent   of  territory  for 

*  colonization,  proportioned  to  an  increafe  of 

*  people,   as  a  large  number  of  inhabitants 

*  cooped  up  in  narrow  limits,  without  a 
'  fufEciency  of  land  for  produce^  would  be 
'  compelled  to   convert   their  attention   and 

*  induftry  to  mamif azures:— But  their  Lord- 
fhips at  the  fame  time  obferved, — *  That  the 

*  encouragement  given  to  the  fettlement  of  the 
'  colonies  upon  the  fea-coaft,  and  the  effe<a 

*  which   fuch  encouragement   has   had,  has 

*  already  effeaually  provided  for  this  objea.' 
In  what  parts  of  North  America  this  encourage^ 
ment  has  thus  provided  for  population,  their 
Lordfhips  have  not  mentioned.  If  the  efta- 
blifliment  of  the  governments  of  Quebec, 
Nova  Scotia,  and  the  Ifland  of  St.  John's,  or 
Eaft  and  Weft  Florida,  was  intended  by  theif 
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Lordlhips    as   that    effedual   provifion,— -we 
fhall   prefume  to   deny  the   propofition,  by 
afierting,    as    an  undoubted  truth,--that  al- 
though there  is  at  leaft  a  jm/Iion  of  fubjeds  in 
the    middle    colonies,  none;  have  emigrated 
from  thence,  and  fettled   in  thefe  tiew  pro- 
vinces J— and  for  that  reafon,  and  from  the 
very  nature  of  colonization  itfelf,  we  affirm 
that  none  will  ever  be  induced  to  exchange 
the   healthy,  temperate  climate  of  Virginia, 
Maryland,  and  Pennfylvania,  for  the  extreme 
colds  or  heats  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  or 
Eaft  and  Weft  Florida  :— In  fhort,  rt  is  not  in 
the  power  of  government  to  give  any  en- 
couragement, that  can  compenfate  for  a  de- 
fertion  of  friends  and  neighbours,— -diflblution 
of  family  connexions,  and  abandoning  a  foil 
and   climate   infinitely  fuperior   to  thofe  of 
Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  or  the  Floridas.—Will 
not,  therefore,  the  inhabitants  of  the  middle 
provinces,  whofe  population  is  great  beyond 
example,  and  who  have  already  made  fome 
advances    in    manufadures,    *  by    confining 
'  them  to  their   prefent  narrow  limits,'    be 
neceffarily  compelled  t6  convert  their  whole 
attention  to  that  objed  ?  How  then  fliall  this, 

in 
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in  the  nature  of  things,  be  prf^vented,  except, 
as  the  Lords  Commiflioners  have  juftly  re- 
marked, '  by  opening  an  extent  of  territory 

*  proportioned  to  their  increafe  .^'— But  wb^re 
ihall  a  territory  be  found  proper  for  «  the 

*  colonization  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  middle 
colonies?'   We  anfwer, — in  the  very  country 

which  the  Lords  Commiflioners  have  faid 
that  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies  would 
have  liberty  to  fettle  in  ;— a  country  which 
his  Majefty  has  purchafed  from  the  Six 
Nations  ;— -one,  -where  feveral  thoufands  of 
his  fubjeds  are  already  fettled  j— and  one, 
where  the  Lords  Commiflioners  have  ac- 
knowledged,   '  a   gradual    extenfion  might, 

*  through   the   medium  of  a  continued  po- 

*  pulation,   upon   even  the  fame   extent   of 

*  territory,  prejervc  a  communication  of  mu- 

*  tual  commercial  benefits  between  its  extremej 

*  parts  and  Great  Britain.' 
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"  VII.  This  paragraph  Is  introduced,  by 
referring  to  the  extrad  of  a  letter  from  the 
commander  in  chief  of  his  Majefty 's  forces 
in  North  America,  laid  by  the  Earl  of  Hillf- 
borough  before  the  Lords  Commiflioners  for 
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Trade  and  Plantations ; — ^but  as  their  Lord- 
fhips  have  »of  mentioned  either  the  general's 
name,  or  the  time  wben  the  letter  was  written, 
or  what  occafioned  his  delivering  his  opinion 
upon  the  fubjed:  of  colonization  in  general^  in 
the  '  remote  countries^ ^^ we  can  only  con- 
jecture that  General  Gage  was  the  writer  of 
the  letter,  and  that  it  was  wrote  about  the 

year  1768, when  the  plan  of  the   three 

neiv  governments  was  under  the  confideration 
of  the  then  Lords  Commiflioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  and  before  the  lands  on  the 
Ohio  were  bought  from,  and  the  boundary 
line  eftabliihed  with  the  Six  Nations. In- 
deed, we  think  it  clear,  That  the  General  had 
no  other  lands  at  that  time  under  his  confidera- 
tion,  than  what  he  calls  '  remote  countries^ 
fuch  as  the  Detroit^  Illinois^  and  the  lower 
parts  of  the  Ohio  j for  he  fpeaks  of  ^  fo- 

*  reign  countries^  from  which  it  *  would  be 
'  too  far   to   tranfport   fo^ne  kind  of  naval 

*  ftores,'  and  for  the  fame  reafon  could  not^ 
he   fiiys,   fupply    the   fugars    iflands    *  with 

*  lumber  and  provifions.'     He  mentions  alfo, 

*  planting  colonies  at  fo  vqji  a  dijlance^  that 

*  the  very  long  tranfportation  (of  filk,  wine. 
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*  esfr.)  muft  probably  make  them  too  dear 

*  for  any  market,'  and  where  '  the  inhabitants 

*  could  not  have  any  commodities  to  barter  for 
'  manufadures,  QxcQi^tJkins  and  furs.'  And 
what,  in  our  opinion,  fully  evinces  that  the 
general  was  giving  his  fcntiments  upon  fet- 
tlements  at  Defy^oit,  &c.,  and  not  on  the  terri- 
tory in  queftion,  is,  that  he  fays,  '  it  will  be 
'  a  queftion  likewife,  whether  colonization  of 
'  this  kind  could  be  effeElcd  without  an  Indian 

*  war^  and  Jightiftg  for  every  inch  of  the 
'  ground:  Why  the  Lords  Commiffioners 
for^  Trade  and  Plantations  fhould  encumber 
their  Report  with  the  opinion  of  General 
Gage,  on  what  he  calls  the  fettlement  of  a 

*  foreign  country;  that  could  not  be  effeaed 
without  'fighting  for  every  inch  of  ground ; 
and  how  their  Lordfhips  could  apply  that 
cafe  to  the  fettlement  of  a  territory,  purchafed 
by  his  Majefty  near  four  years  ago,  and  now 
inhabited  by  feveral  thoufand  Britifli  fubjeds, 
whom  the  Indians  themfelves,  living  on  the 
Northern  fide  of  the  Ohio,  (as  fhall  be  fully 
fliewn  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  obfervations,) 
have  earneftly  requefted  may  be  immediately 
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governed,  we  confefs  we  are  wholly  at  a  loft 
to  comprehend* 

"  VIII.  The  eighth  paragraph  highly  ex- 
tols not  only  the  accuracy  and prectfton  of  the 
foregoing  Reprefentation  of  the  Lords  of 
Trade  in  1768,  (which,  as  has  been  before 
obferved,  exprefled,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  middle  colonies  nxjoiild  have  liberty  to  fettle 
over  the  mountains,  and  on  the  Ohio,)  but 
alfo  the  above  mentioned  letter  from  the 
commander  in  chief  in  America ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  introduces  the  fentiments  of  Mr, 
Wright,  Governor  of  Georgia,  «  on  the  fub- 

*  jedt  of  large  grants  in  the  interior  parts  of 

•  America.' 


Twm.- 


"  When  this  letter  was  written,  what  was 
the  occafion  of  the  governor's  writing  it, — 
whether  he  was  thcn^  from  his  own  know- 
ledge, acquainted  with  the  fituatioa  of  the 
country  over  the  mountains, — with  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  middle  co- 
lonies,— with  the  capability  of  the  Ohio 
country,  from  its  foil,  climate,  or  commu- 
nication 


«l 


BR.   BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN.  305 

Aication  with  the  river  Powtomack,  ^c.  to 
fupply  this  kingdom  with  //i,  fax,  hemp, 
&c.--and  whether  the  principal  part  of  Mr. 
Wright's  eftate  is  on  the  fea^coaji  in  Georgia, 
—are  fads  which  we  wifh  had  been  ftated, 
that  it  might  be  known  whether  Governor 
Wright's  *  knowledge  and  experience  in  the 

*  affairs  of  colonies  ought,  as  the  Lords  of 

*  Trade  mention,  to  give  great  weight  to  his 

*  opinion*  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

"  The  dodrine  infifted  on  by  Governor 
Wright  appears  to  us  reducible  to  the  foUow;- 
ing  propofitions : 

"  I  ft.  That  if  a  vajl  territory  be  granted  to 
any  fet  of  gentlemen  who  really  mean  to  peo- 
ple it,  and  adually  do  fo,  /'/  mujl  draw  and 
carry  out  a  great  number  of  people  from 
Great  Britain, 

"  2d.  That  they  will  foon  become  a  kind  of 
Separate  and  independent  people,  "who  will 
fet  up  for  themfelves, — will  foon  have  manu- 
fadurcs  of  their  own,— will  neither  take  fup- 
plies  from  the  mother  country,  nor  the  pro- 
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vinces  at  the  back  of  which  they  are  fettled. 
That  being  at  fiich  a  diftancc  from  the  feat 
of  government^  from  courts^  magijirates^  &c. 
and  but  of  the  control  of  law  and  govern- 
ment, they  will  become  a  receptacle  for  of- 
fenders, ^f. 


"  3d.  That  the  fea-coaft  ihould  be  thick 
fettled  with  inhabitants,  and  be  well  cultivated 
and  improved,  ^c,  ^  . 

**  4th.  That  his  ideas  are  not  chimerical ; 
that  he  knows  fomcthing  of  the  fituation  and 
flate  of  things  in  America ;  and,  from  fome 
/ittle  occurrences  that  have  happened,  he  can 
very  eafily  figure  to  himfelf  what  may^  and, 
in  fhort,  what  will  certainly  happen,  if  not 
prevented  in  time. 

"  On  thefe  propofitions  we  fhall  take  the 
liberty  of  making  a  few  obfervations. 

"  To  the  firjl  we  anfwer, — ^We  (hall,  we 
are  perfuaded,  fatisfadorily  prove,  that  in  the 
middle  colonies,  vi%.  New  Jerfey,  Pennfyl- 
vania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  there  is  hardly 

any 
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any   vacant  land,  except  fuch  as  is  .mono- 
polized by  great  landholders,  for  the  purpofe 
of  felling  at  high  prices  ;  that  the  poor  peo- 
ple of  thefe  colonies,  with  large  families  of 
children,  cannof  pay  thefe  prices ;    and  that 
feveral    thoufand   families,    for   that   reafon, 
have  a/ready  fettled  upon  the  Ohio  ;  that  we' 
do  not  wifh  for,  and  ihall  not  encourage  one 
fingle  facniiy  of  his  Majefty's  European  fub^ 
jeSls  to  fettle  ih^TQ  (and  this  we  have  no  ob- 
jeaion  to  be  prevented  from  doing);  but  fhall 
wholly  rely  on  the  vohmtary  fuperflux  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  middle  provinces  for  fettling 
and  cultivating  the  lands  in  queftion. 

"  On  the/ro«^,— It  is  not,  wre  prefume, 
neceffary  for  us  to  fay  more,  than  that  all 
the  conjeaures  and  fuppofitions  *  of  being  a 
*  kind  of  feparate  and  independent  people,' 
^c.  entirely  lofe  their  force,  on  the  propofi- 
tion  of  a  government  being  eftablifhed  on  the 
grant  applied  for,  as  the  Lords  of  Trade  have 
themfelves  acknowledged. 

"  On  the  /^/>^,— -We  would  only  briefly 
remark,  that  we  have  fully  anfwered  this  ol>- 
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jedion  in  the  latter  part  of  our  anfwer  to  the 
fixth  paragraph.     • 

"  And  as  the  fourth  propofition  is  merely 
ihc  Governor's  declaration  of  his  knowledge  of 
fomethifig  of  the  fituation  and  ft  ate  of  things 
in  America,  and  what,  from  fome  little  oc- 
currences, that  have  already  really  happened, 
he  can  very  t2X^y  figure  to  himfelf  what  may 
and  ivlll  certainly  happen,  if  not  prevented 
in  time  : — We  fay,  that  as  the  Governor  has 
not  mentioned  what  thefe  little  occurrences 
are,  we  cannot  pretend  to  judge,  whether 
what  he  figures  to  himfelf,  is  any  ways  rela- 
tive to  the  obje(Sl  under  confideration,  or  in- 
deed, what  elfe  it  is  relative  to. 


"  But  as  the  Lords  Commiffioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations  have  thought  proper  to  infert 
in  their  Report  the  above-mentioned  letters 
from  General  Gage  and  Governor  Wright,  it 
may  not  be  improper  for  us  to  give  the  opi- 
nion of  his  Majelly's  Houfe  of  Burgefles  of 
the  dominion  of  Virginia  on  the  very  point 
in  queftion,  as  conveyed  to  his  Majefty  in 
their  addrefs  of  the  4th  of  Auguft  1767,  and 

delivered 
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delivered  the  latter  end  of  that  year  to  the 
Lords  Commiilioners  for  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions, by  Mr.  Montague,  agent  for  the  colony. 
The  Houfe  of  BurgefTes  fay,— «  We  humbly 

*  hope,  that  we  fhall  obtain   your  royal  in- 

*  dulgence,  when  we  give  it  as  our  opinions^ 
'  that  it  will  be  for  your  Majejly's  fcrvicc, 
'  and  the  inter  eft  of  your  American  dominions 

*  in  general,  to  continue  the  encouragements' 
(which  were  a  total  exemption  from  any  con^ 

ftderation-money  whatfoever,  and  a  remiffton  of 

quit-rent  for  ten  years,  and  of  all  kinds  of  taxes 

for  fifieen  years)    '  for  fettling  thofe  frontier 

'  lands:     By  this  means  the  Houfe  obferved, 

'  New  fettlements  will  be  made  by  people  of 

*  property,    obedient  fubjeBs   to    government  ; 
'  but  if  the   prefent  reftridion  fliould    con- 
«  tinue,  we  have  the  ftrongeft  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  country  will  become  the  refort  of 

'  fugitives  and  vagabonds,  defers  of  law  and 
'  order,   and  who  in  time  may  form  a   body 

*  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  civil  government 

*  of  this  colony: 


li 
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"  We  come  now  to  the  confideration  of 
the  9th,  loth,  and  i  ith  paragraphs. 
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"  In  the  9th,  the  Lords  Commiflioners  for 
Trade  and  Plantations  obfervc,  '  That  ad- 
«  mitting  the  fettlers  over  the  mountains,  and 

*  on  the  Ohio,    to  be  as  numerous  as  report 

*  dates  them  to  be,'  (and  which  we  lliall, 
from  undoubted  teftimony,  prove  to  be  not 
lefs  than  five  thoufand  fanjilies,  of  at  leaft  fix 
perfons  to  a  family,  independent  of  fome 
thouland  families  which  are  alfo  fettled  over 
the  mountains,  within  the  limits  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Pennfylvania,)  yet  their  Lordfhips 
fay,  '  it   operates  ftrongly  in  point  of  argu- 

*  ment  agaiiijl  what  is  prbpofed.*  And  their 
Lordfliips  add,    '  If  the  foregoing  reafoning 

*  has  any  weight,  it  ought  certainly  to  induce 

*  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  the  Privy 

*  Council,  to  advife  his  Majefty  to  take  every 

*  method   to  check    the   progrefs  of  thefe 

*  fettleinents  ;  and  not  to  make  fuch  grants  of 

*  the  land  as  will  have  an  immediate  ten- 

*  dency  to  encourage  them.* 


"  Having,  we  prefume,  clearly  Ihewn  that 
the  countryyow/^zc^r^of  the  Great  Kenhawa, 
quite  to  the  Cherokee  river,  belonged  to  the 
Six  Nations,  and  not  to  the  Cherokees; — 
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that  now  it  belongs  to  the  King,  in  virtue  of 
his  Majefty's  purchafe  from  the  Six  Nations ; 
— that  neither  theie  tri!)es  fior  the  Cherokees 
do  hunt  between  the  Great  Kenhawa  and  the 
land  oppofite  the  Sioto  River  ; — that,  by  the 
prefent  boundary  line,  the  Lords  Commif- 
fioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  would  facri- 
fice  to  the  Cherokees  an  extent  of  country  of 
at  leaft  eight  hundred  miles  in  length,  which 
his  Majefty  has  bought  and  paid  tor; — that 
the  real  limits  of  Virginia  do  not  extend  weft- 
ward  beyond  the  Allegany  mountains ;—» 
that  fince  the  purchafe  of  the  country  from 
the  Six  Nations  his  Majefty  has  not  annexed 
it,  or  any  part  of  it,  to  the  colony  of  Virginia; 
— that  there  are  no  fettlements  made  under 
legal  titles^  on  any  part  of  the  lands  we  have 
agreed  for  with  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the 
Treafury ;-r.that  in  the  year  1 748,  the  ftrongeft 
marks  of  royal  encouragement  were  given  to 
fettle  the  country  over  the  mountains  ; — that 
the  fufpenfion  of  this  encouragement  by  the 
proclamation  of  Odober  1763,  was  merely 
hmporary  until  the  lands  were  purchafed  from 
the  natives ; — that  the  avidity  to  fettle  thefe 
lands  wasfo  great,  that  large  fettlements  were 
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made  thereon  before  they  were  pur  chafed -.-^ 
that  although  the  fettlers  were  daily  expofed 
to  the  cruelties  of  the  favages,  neither  a  mili- 
tary force,  nor  repeated  proclamations  could 
induce  them  to  vacate  thefe  lands ;— that  the 
foil  of  the  country  over  the  mountains  is  ex- 
cellent, and  capable  of  eafily  producing  hemp, 
fax^  ftlky    tobacco^    iron^   wine^    &c.  ; — that 
thefe  articles  can  be  cheaply  conveyed  to  a  fea- 
port   for   exportation ;— that    the  charge  of 
carriage  is  fo  very  fmall,  it  cannot  poffibly 
operate  to  the  prevention  of  the  ufe  of  Britifh 
manufadures;— that  the  King's  purchafmg  the 
lands  from  the  Indians  and  fixing  a  boundary 
line  with  them,  was  for  th6  very  purpofe  of 
his  fubjeds fettling  them;— and  that  the  Com- 
miiTionors  for  Trade  and  Plantations  in  1768, 
declared,    that   the    inhabitants  of  the  mid^ 
die  colonies  would  have  liberty  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 


^*  And  to  this  train  of  fads  let  us  add, 

that  the  congrefs  held  with  the  Six  Nations 
at  Fort  Stanwix  in  1768,  when  his  Majefty 
purchafed  the  territory  on  the  Ohio,  Meffrs. 
Penn  aifo  bought  from  thefe  nations  a  very 

extenfivc 
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extehfiVe  trad  of  country  over  the  Allegany 
mountains,  and  on  that  river  (joining  th^  very 
lands  in  queftion ;— That  in  the  fpring  1769, 
iVIeflrs.  Penn  opened  their  land^jffice  in  Penn- 
fylvania  for  thc/ettling  the  country  which  they 
had  fo  bought  at  Fort  Stanwix ;  and  all  fuch 
fettlers   as    had   feated    themfelves    over   the 
mountains,  within  the  limits  of  Pennfylvania, 
before  the   lands   were   purchafed  from    the 
natives,  have  ftnce  obtained   titles  for  their 
plantations  :~That  in   1771,  a  petition  was 
prei-nted  to  the  aflembly  of  the  province  of 
Pennfylvania-,  praying  that  a  new  county  may 
be  made  over  theie  mountains  .-—That  the 
legiflature  of  that  province,  in  confideration 
of  the  great  number  of  families  fettled  there^ 
within  the  limits  of  that  province,  did  that 
year  enadl:  a  law  for  the  ereSiion  of  the  lands 
over  the  mountains  into  a  new  county,  by  the 
name   of  Bedford  County  i—That  in    confe- 
quence  of  fuch  law,  William  Thompfon,  Efq. 
was   chofen  to  reprefent   it  in  the   General 
Affembly  :— That  a  fheriff,  coroner,  juftices 
of  the  peace,  conftables,  and  other  civil  officers, 
are  appointed  and  do  refide  over  the  moun^ 
tains  :^That  all  theKing^s  fubjeds,  who  are 

not 


i 


;-|,, 


I,: 


§«,.  '  :•*: 


3M 


DR.    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN. 


not  lefs  than  five  thoufand  families,  who  have 
made  locations  and  fettlements  on  the  lands 
foiithward  of,  and  adjoining  to  \}\q  fouthern 
line  of  Pennfylvania,  live  there  without  any 
degree  of  order,  law,  or  government : — That 
being  in  this  lawlefs  fituation,  continual  quar- 
rels prevail  among  them  :■ — That  they  have 
already  infringed  the  boundary  Une^  killed 
feveral  Indians,  and  encroached  on  the  lands 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Ohio  j-  and  that 
diforders  of  the  moft  dangerous  nature  with 
refpedt  to  the  Indians,  the  boundary-line^  and 
the  old  colonies^  will  foon  take  place  among 
thefe  fettlers,  if  law  and  fubordination  are  not 
immediately  eftabliflied  among  them.  ^  Can 
thefe  fa£ts  be  poflibly  perverted  fo  as  to  operate 
cither  in  point  of  argument  or  policy,  againjl 
the  propofition  of  governing  the  King's  ful> 
jeds  on  the  lands  in  queftion  \ 


•*  It  ought  to  be  confidered  alfo,that  wc  have 
agreed  to  pay  as  much  for  a  fmall  part  of  the 
cefllon  made  at  Fort  Stanwix,  as  the  whole 
ceffion  coil  the  crown,  and  at  the  fame  time 
be  at  the  entire  expence  of  eftablifhing  and 
fupporting  the  propofed  new  colony. 

««  The 
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**  The  truth  is,  the  inhabitants  fettled  on 
Hiis  traa  of  country  are  in  fo  ungoverned  and 
lawlefs  a  fituation,  that  the  very  Indians  them- 
felves  complain  of  it ;  fo  that,  if  they  are  not 
foon  governed,  an  Indian  war  will  be  the  in- 
evitable confequence.  This,  we  prefume,  is 
evident  both  from  the  correfpondence  of 
General  Gage  with  the  Earl  of  Hillfborough, 
and  a  fpeech  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Delawares^ 
Munfies,  and  Mohickons,  living  on  the  Ohio, 
to  the  governors  of  Pennfylvania,  Maryland, 
and  Virginia,  lately  tranfmitted  by  the  Gene- 
ral to  his  Lordihip. 

"  In  this  fpeech  thefe  nations  obferve,  that 
f!uce  the  fale  of  the  lands  to  the  King  on  the 
Ohio, — *  Great  numbers  more  of  your  people 

*  have   come  over  the  great  mountains  and 

*  fettled  throughout  this  country,  and  we  are 

*  forry  to  tell  you,  that  feveral  quarrels  have 

*  happened  between  your  people  and  ours, 
'  In  which  people  have  been  killed  on  bothfuies, 

*  c*nd  that  we  now  fee  the  nations  round  us 

*  and  your  people  ready  to  embroil  in  a  quar- 

*  rel,  which  gives  our  nations  great  concern, 

*  as  we,  on  our  parts,  want  to  live  in  friend- 

*ihip 
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fhip  with  you.     As  you  have  always  told 
us  you  have  laws  to  govern  your  people  by, 
— but  we  40  not  fee  that  you  have  ;  there- 
fore, brethren,  unlefs  you  can  fall  upon  fame 
method  of  governing  your  people^   wbo   live 
between  the  great  mountains  and  the   Ohio 
river ^  and  who  are  very  numerous ^  it  will" 
be   out   of  the    Indians*   power  to  govern 
their  young  men  ;  for  we  aflure  you  the 
black  clouds   begin  to  gather  faft  in  this 
country,  and  if  fomething  is  not  foon  done^ 
thefe  clouds  will  deprive  us  of  feeing  the 
fun.     We  defire  you  to  give  the  greateft  at- 
tention to  what  we  now  tell  you ;  as  it  comes 
from  our  hearts^  and  a  defire  we  have  to  live 
in  peace  and  friendfhip  with  our  brethren 
the  Englifli,  and  therefore  it  grieves  us  to 
fee  fome  of  the  nations  about  us  and  your 
people  ready  tojlrike  each  other.     We  find 
your  people  are  very  fond  of  our  rich  land ; 
— ^we  fee  them  quarrelling  with  each  other 
every   day  about  land,,  and  burning    one 
another's  houfes,  fo  that  we  do  not  know 
how  foon  they  may  come  over  the  river  Ohio^ 
and  drive  us  from  our  villages ;  nor  do  we 
fee  you  i  brothers^  take  any  care  to  fop  thtm,^ 
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"  This  fpeech,  from  tribes  of  fuch  great  in- 
fluence and  weight  upon  the  Ohio,  conveys 
much  ufeful  information. — It  eftablifhes  the 
faca  of  the  fettlers  over  the  mountains  being 
very  numerous. --It  fhews  the  entire  approba- 
tion of  the  Indians,  in  refpea:  to  a  colony- 
being  eftablifhed  on  the  Ohio.— -It  pathetically 
complains  of  the  King's  fubjeds  w/  being 
governed,  and  it  confirms  the  aflertion  men- 
tioned by  the  Lords  CommiiTioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations  in  the  eighth  paragraph  of 
^heir  Report,  '  That  if  the  fettlers  are  fuffered 
'  to  continue  in  the  lawlefs  ftate  of  anarchy 

*  and    confufion,    they    will    commit    fuch 
abufes  as  cannot   fail  of  involving  us  in 

*  quarrels  and  difputes  with  the  Indians,  and 
'  thereby  endanger  the  fecurtty  of  bis  Majejlyt 

*  colonies^ 


^   'M- 
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"  The  Lords  Commiflioners  for  Trade  and 
Plantations,  however,  pay  no  regard  to  aU 
ihefe  circumftances,  but  content  themfelves 
with  obferving,  *  We  fee  nothing  to  hinder 

*  the  government  of  Virginia  from  extend- 

*  ing  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  that  co- 

*  lony   to  fuch  perfins  as  may  have  already 
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t^fittUd  there  under  legal  titles'  To  this 
we  repeaty  that  there  are  no  fuch  perfons,  as 
have  fettled  under  legal  titles \  and  even  admit- 
ting there  were,  as  their  Lordfliips  fay  in  the 
loth  paragraph,   '  it  appears  to  them^  there 

*  zxefome  pojjejjions  derived  from  grants  made 

*  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Virgi- 

*  nia  ;*  and  allowing  that  the  laws  and  conftir 
tution  of  Virginia  ^iV—as  they  unqueftionably 
do  not — extend  to  this   territory,    have    the 
Lords  Commiffioners  propofed  any  expedient 
for  governing  thofe  many  thoufand  families, 
who  have  not  fettled  under  legal  tiles ^  but  only 
agreeably  to  the  ancient  ufage  of  location  ?— i 
Certainly  not.— But,  on  the  contrary,  their 
Lordfhips  have  recommended,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  fhould  be  advifed  to  take  every  method 
to  check  the  progrefs  of  their  fettlements; — and 
thereby  ieave  them  in  their  prefent  lawlefs 
fituation,  at  the  rilk  of  involving  the  middle 
colonies  in  a  war  with  the  natives,  pregnant 
with  a  lofs  of  commerce,  and  depopulation  of 
their  frontier  counties* 


"  Having  made  the<e  obfervations,  it  may 

next  be  proper  to  confider  bow  the  laws  and 

^  •  confti-P 
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conftitution  of  Virginia  can  poffibly  be  ex-^ 
tended^  fo  as  efFedually  to  operate  on  the  ter- 
ritory in  queftion?  Is  not  Williamlburgh, 
the  capital  of  Virginia,  at  leaft  400  miles 
from  the  fettlements  on  the  Ohio  ?— Do  not. 
the  laws  of  Virginia  require,  that  all  perfons 
guilty  of  capital  crimes  Jhall  be  tried  only  in 

Williamlburgh  ? Is  not  the  General  Af- 

fembly  held   there  ?— Is   not   the  Court   of 
King's^ench,  or  the  fuperior  Court  of  the 
dominion, ,  kept  there  ?— Has   Virginia  pro- 
vided any  fund  for  the  fupport  of  the  officers 
of  thefe  dljiant  fettlements,  or  for  the  tranf- 
porting  offenders,  and  paying  the  expence  of 
witnefles   travelling  800  miles,   (vi^.  going 
and    returning,)    and    during    their    ftay  at 
Williamfburgh  ?— And  will  not  thefe  fettlers 
be^xadly  (for  the  reafons  affigned)  in  the 
fituation,  defcribed  by  Governor  Wright  in 
the  very  letter  which  the  Commiffioners.  for 
Trade  and  Plantations  have  fo  warmly  re- 
commended, viz.  «  fuch  perfons  as '  are  fet- 

*  tied  at  the  back  of  the  provinces,  being  at 

*  a   dijlance  from    the  feat   of  government^ 
'  courts,  magiftrates,  &c.  they   will  be   out 

*  of  the  reach  and  controul  of  law  and  go- 

i  '  vernment, 
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*  vernment,   and   their   fettlement   will   be- 

*  come  a  receptacle,  and  kind  of  afylum  for 

*  offenders?' 


"  On  the  I  ith  paragraph  we  apprehend  it 
IS  not  neceflary  to  fay  much.— -The  referva- 
tory  claufe  propofed  in  our  Memorial  is  what 
is  ufual  in  royal  grants ;  and  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  the  Privy 
Council,  we  hope,  will  be  of  opinion,  it  is 
quite  fufficient,  more  efpecially  as  we  are 
able  to  prove  to  their  Lordfhips,  that  there 
are  no  '  pofleflions,'  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  lands  under  confideration,  whfich  are  held 
held  *  under  legal  titles,^ 

"  To  conclude:  As  it  has  been  demon- 
ftrated,  that  neither  royal  nor  provincial  pro- 
clamations,— nor  the  dread  and  horrors  of  a 
favage  war, — were  fufficient  (even  before  the 
country  was  purchafed  from  the  Indians)  to 
prevent  the  fettlement  of  the  lands  over  the 
mountains— can  it  be  conceived,  that,  now 
the  country  is  purchafed,  and  the  people  have 
feen  the  proprietors  of  Pennfylvania,  who  are 
the  hereditary  fupporters  of  Britljh  policy  in 
'  their 
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their  own  prov/i   e,  give  every  degree  of  en^ 
couragement  to  fettle  the  lands  wejiwarddi  ' 
the  mountains,— the  leglllature  of  the  pro- 
vince,  at  the  fame  time,  efFeaually  corrobo- 
rate the  meafure,  and  feveral  thoufand  fa- 
milies, in  confequence  thereof,  fettle  in  the 
new  county  of  Bedford,-— that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Middle  Colonies  will  be  rcjlrairted  ixoxo, 
cultivating  the  luxuriant  country  of  the  Ohio, 
joining  to  the  fouthern  line  of  Pennfylvania  ? 
But,  even  admitting  that  it  might  formerly 
have  been  a  queftion  of  fome  propriety,  whe- 
ther the  country  fhould  be  permitted  to  be 
fettled ;— ^that  cannot  furely  become  a  fubjedt 
of  inquiry  now,  when  it  is  an  obvious  and 
certain  truth,  that  at  leajl  thirty  thoufand  Bri^ 
tt/h  fubjeas  are  already  fettled  there, — Is  it  fit 
to  leave  fuch  a  body  of  people  lawlefs  and 
un^overnedf'—vfin  found  policy  recommend 
this  manner  of  colonizing  and  increafmg  the 
wealth,  ftrength,  and  commerce  of  the  efh- 
pire }  or  will  it  not  point  out,  that  it  is  the 
indifpenfable  duty  of  government  to  render 
bad  fubjeds  uffol  fubjeds ;  and  for  that  pur- 
Tpokmmediately  to  eftablifh  law  and  fubordi-  ' 
nation  among  them,  and  thereby  early  con- 
VOL.  II.  Y  firai 
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firm  their  native  attachment    to   the    laws, 
traffic,  and  cuftoms  of  this  kingdom  I 

*'  -On  the  whole,  we  prefume  that  we  have, 
both  by  fadts  and  found  argument,  fhewn, 
that  the  opinion  of  the  Lords  Commiffioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations  on  the  objedl  in 
queftion,  is  not  well  founded,  and  that,  if 
their  Lordfhips'  opinion  fhould  be  adopted,  it 
would  be  attended  with  the  moft  mifchievous 
and  dangerons  confequences  to  the  commerce, 
peace,  and  fafety  of  his  Majefty's  colonies  in 
America: 

• 

"  We  therefore  hope,  the  expediency  and 
utility  of  ereding  the  lands  agreed  for  into 
a  feparate  colony  without  delay,  will  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  meafure  of  the  founded  policy, 
liighly  conducive  to  the  peace  and  fecurity  of 
the  old  colonies,  to  the  prefervation  of  the 
boundary  line^  and  to  the  commercial  interefts 
of  the  mother  country." 


In  the  year  1 773,  the  Houfe  of  Repre^fbnta- 
tives  of  Maflachufetts  Bay  fcnt  to  Dr.  Frank- 
lin^ 
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lin,  who  was  their  agent  in  London,  a  pe- 
tition to  the  King,  praying  his  Majefty  to 
remove  from  their  places,  the  Governor  knd 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  province  [Tho- 
mas Hntchinfon  and  Andrew  Oliver.] 

This  petition  was  founded  on  fome  letters 
written  by  thofe  gentlemen  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Whately,   who  had   been  Secretary  to   the 
Treafury  during  Mr.  Grenville's  adminiftra- 
tion.     (See  an  account  of  them  under  the  ar- 
ticle of  Mr.  Whately,  Chapter  xix.  Page  104 
of  this  Volume.)     The  King  having  referred 
the  petition  to  his  Privy  Council,  to  report 
upon  it,  they  heard  counfel  unon  it  on  the 
29th  of  January  1774:  Mr.  Dunning   and 
Mr.  John  Lee,    for   the  petition,     and   Mr. 
Wedderburne,,  Solicitor  General,  againft   it. 
Mr.  Wedderburne's  fpeech  was  an  entire  in- 
vedive   from    beginning  to  end    upon   Dr. 
Franklin.      The   petition   was   difmilTed    as 
groundlefs  and  vexatious. 

Dr.  Franklin  told  Mr.  Lee  afterwards,  that 
be  waft  not  in  the  leaft  hurt  by  Mr.  Wedder- 
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burne's  fpeech,but  that  he  was  indeed  fincerely 
forry  to  fee  the  Lords  of  Council  behave  fo 
indecently,  manifefting,  in  the  rudeft  manner, 
the  great  pleafure  they  received  from  the  So- 
licitor's fpeech :  that  dernier  court,  he  faid, 
before  whom  all  the  colony  affairs  were  tried, 
was  not  likely  to  aft  in  a  candid  and  im- 
partial manner,  upon  any  future  American 
queftion.  They  (hewed,  he  added,  that  the 
coarfeft  language  can  be  grateful  to  the  po- 
liteft  ears. 

In  anfwer  to  a  bill  in  Chancery,  filed 
againft  him  on  account  of  thefe  letters,  he 
declared  upon  oath,  that  he  was  ignorant  of 
the  party  to  whom  they  had  beeii  addrefled ; 
and  that  he  had  received  them  from  a  third 
perfon  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  conveying 
them  to  America. 


'His  letter  concerning  the  duel  between  Mr. 
Whately  and  Mr.  Temple,  the  reader  will  find 
in  the  Appendix,  in  the  article  marked  M. 

He  was  immediately  difmifled  from   his 
place  of  Pofl  Mafter  General  in  America, 

S  Whea 
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When  the  American  colonies  declared  them- 
felves  independent,  the  Congrefs  reftored  him. 

From  this  time  the  parliamentary  proceed- 
ings againft  America,  have  been  faithfully  and 
fully  related  in  the  Parliamentary  Debates, 
and  Parliamentary  Regifter.  Finding  that 
the  Britifh  Minifters  were  refolved  to  break 
with  America,  he  quitted  England  in  the 
month  of  April  1775;  and  arrived  in  Ame- 
rica in  the  fucceeding  month.  On  the  day 
after  he  entered  Philadelphia,  he  Avas  eleded 
by  the  legiflature  of  Pennfylvania,  a  delegate 
to  the  Congrefs. 

* 

A  few  months  previous  to  his  leaving  Eng- 
land, there  was  publiftied  a  tradt  on  Ame- 
rican affairs,  intitled,  "An  Appeal  to  the 
Juftice  and  Intereft  of  the  People  of  Great 
Britain."  It  was  printed  from  the  manu- 
fcript  of  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  an  American  gen- 
tleman at  that  time  in  London,  and  brother 
to  Mr.  Alderman  Lee,  of  the  city  of  London. 
But  Dr.  Franklin  had  a  confiderable  fliare  in 
the  compofition;  and  it  might  now,  with 
00  impropriety,  be  called  Dr.  Franklin's  fare- 
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well  addrefs.  It  was  the  moft  fenfible  and 
judicious  ^tradt  on  that  fide  of  the  queftion. 
Many  thoufands  of  it  were  circulated. 

•  In  the  year  1776,  Lord  Howe  was  fent  to 
America  to  negotiate  upon  terms  of  recon- 
ciliation, and  td  continue  the  war,  if  the  firft 
did  not  fucceed.  The  motives  of  the  mi- 
niftry  :n  this  meafure,  are  amply  explained  in 
their  fpeeches  in  parliament. 

When  Lord  Howe  arrived  on  the  coaft  of 
America,  he  fent  the  following  letter  to  Dr. 
Franklin,  and  received  the  following  anfwer; 

**  Eagle,  June  20th,  1776. 
**  I  cannot,  my  worthy  friend,  permit  the 
letters  and  parcels  which  I  have  fent  you  in 
the  ftate  I  received  them,  to  be  landed,  with- 
out adding  a  word  upon  the  fubjeQ  of  the 
injurious  extremities  in  which  Qur  unhappy 
difputes  have  engaged  us. 


"  You  will  learn  the  nature  of  my  miflion 
from  the  official  difpatches  which  I  have  re- 
commended to  be  forwarded  by  the  fame  con- 
veyance, 
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veyance.      Retaining  all   the   earneftnefs   I 
ever  exprefTed,  to  fee   our   differences   ac- 
commodated, I  fliall  conceive,  if  I  meet  with 
the  difpofition  in  the  colonies  which  I  was 
once   taught  to  expedi,  the   moft  flattering 
hopes  of  proving  ferviceable,  in  the  obje^s 
of  the  King's   paternal   folicitude,   by  pro- 
moting the  eftablifhment  of  lafting  peace  and 
union  with  the  colonies.     But  if  the  deep- 
rooted  prejudices  of  America,  and  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  preventing  her  trade  from  pafTmg 
into  foreign  channels,  muft  keep  us  ftill  a  di- 
vided people,  I  ihall,  from  every  private,   as   . 
well  as  public  motive,   moft  heartily  lament 
that  it  is  not  the  moment  wherein  thofe  great 
objeds  of  my  ambition  are  to  be  attained ; 
and  that  I  am  to  be  longer  deprived  of  an 
opportunity  to  affure  you  perfonally  of  the 
regard  with  which  I  am,      - 
*'  Your  fmcere  and  faithful  humble  f?rvant, 

"  Howe. 

P.  S.  I  waa  difappointed  of  the  oppor- 
tunity I  expeded  for  fending  this  letter  at 
the  time  it  was  dated,  and  have  been  ever 
fince  prevented,  by  calms  and  contrary  winds, 
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from  getting  here  to  inform  General  Howe 
of  the  commifFion  with  which  I  have  the  fa* 
tisfadion  to  be  charged,  and  of  his  being 
joined  in  it. 

,'' Ojr Sandy  Hook,  I2th  July, 
"  Superfcribed 
"  To  Benjamin  Franklin,  Efq,  Philadelphia:' 

"  Philadelphia,  July  30,  1775, 
"  I  received  fafe  the  letters  your  Lordfhip 
fo  kindly  forwarded  to  me,  and  beg  you  to 
accept  my  thanks. ' 

"  The  official  difpatches  to  which  you 
refer  me  contain  nothing  more  than  what  we 
had  feen  in  the  ad:  of  parliament,  vi%.  Offers 
of  pardon  upon  fubmiffion ;  which  I  was 
forry  to  find,  as  it  muft  give  your  Lordfhip 
pain  to  be  lent  fo  far  on  fo  hopelefs  a  bu- 
fmefs. 


*'  Direding  pardons  to  be  offered  to  the 
colonies  w^ho  are  the  very  parties  injured,  ^x- 
prelTes  indeed  that  opinion  of  our  ignorance, 
bafenefs,  and  infennbility,  which  your  unin- 
fcrined  and  proud  nation  has  long  been  pleafed 

to 
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to  entertain  of  us  ;  but  it  can  have  no  other 
effea  than  that  of  increafing  our  refentments. 
It  is  impoffible  we  fhouM  think  of  fubmiflion 
to  a  government  that  has,  with  the  moft 
wanton  barbarity  and  cruelty,  burnt  our  de- 
fencelefs  towns,  in  the  midft  of  winter  j  ex- 
cited the  favages  to  mafTacre  our  peaceful 
farmers,  and  our  flaves  to  murder  their 
mafters ;  and  is  even  now  bringing  foreign 
mercenaries  to  deluge  our  fettlements  with 
blood.  Thefe  atrocious  injuries  have  extin- 
guifhed  every  fr-k  of  afFedtion  for  that  parent 
country  we  <  .  .  held  fo  dear:  but  were  it 
poffible  for  us  to  forget  and  forgive  them, 
it  is  not  poffible  for  you,  I  mean  the  Britilh 
nation,  to  forgive  the  people  you  have  fo 
heavily  injured :  you  can  never  confide  again 
in  thofe  as  fellow-fubjeds,  and  permit  them 
to  enjoy  equal  freedom,  to  whom,  you  know, 
you  have  given  fuch  juft  caufes  of  lading 
enmity ;  and  this  muft  impel  you,  were  we 
again  under  your  government,  to  endeavour 
the  breaking  our  fpirit  by  the  fevered 
tyranny,  and  obftruding,  by  every  means  in 
your  power,  our  growing  ftrength  and  pro- 
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**  But   your    Lordfhip    mentions,    *  the 

•  King's   paternal   folicitude   for   promoting 

•  the  eftablifhment  of  lafting  peace  and  union 

•  with  the  t  olonies,'      If  ^by  peace  is  here 
meant  a  peace  to  be  entered  into  by  diftin(Sfc 
ftates,  now  at  war,  and  his  Majefty  has  given 
your  Lordfliip  power  to  treat  with  us,  of 
fuch  a  peace,  I  may  venture  to  fay,  though 
without  authority,  that  I  think  a  treaty  for 
that  purpofe  not  quite  impra<aicable,  before  we 
enter  into  foreign  alliances :   but  I  am  per- 
fuaded   you   have  no  fuch    powers.      Your 
nation,  though,  by  punifhing  thofe  x^merican 
governors  who  have  fomented  the  difcord,  re- 
building our  burnt  towns,  and  repairing,  as 
far  as  poffible,  the  mifchiefs  done  us,   fhe 
might   recover  a  great  fhare  of  our  regard, 
and  the  gveateil  fhare  of  our  growing  com- 
merce, with  all  the  advantages  of  that  addi- 
tional ftrength  to  be  derived  from  a  friend- 
ihip   with  us;     yet   I    know   too    well    her 
abounding  pride,  and   deficient  wifdom,   to 
believe  ihe  will  ever  take  fuch  falutary  mea- 
fures.     Her  fondneis  for  concjueft,  as  a  war- 
like  nation  ;    her   luft  of  dominion,   as  an 
ambitious  one ;   and  her  thirft  for  a  gainful 
monopoly,   as  a  coinmercial  one,    (none  of 
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them  legitimate  caiifes  of  war)  will  all  join  to 
hide  from  her  eyes  every  view  of  her  true  in- 
tereft,  and  will  continually  goad  her  on,  in 
thefe  ruinous,  dift^nt  expeditions,  fo  deftruc- 
tive  both  of  lives  and  of  treafure,  that  they 
muft  prove  as  pernicious  to  her  in  the  end 
as  the  Croifades  formerly  were  to  moft  of  the 
nations  in  Europe. 

"  I  have  not  vanity,  niy  Lord,  to  think  of 
intimidating,   by  thus  prediding  the  efFeds 
of  this  w^r ;  for  I  know  it  will  in  England 
have  the  fate  of  all  my  former  prediaions,  not 
to  be  believed,  till  the  event  fhall  verify  it, 

"  Long  did  I  endeavour  with  unfeigned 
and  unwearied  zeal,  to  preferve  from  break- 
ing, that  fine  and  noble  china  vafe — the  Bri- 
tifh  empire  ;  for  I  know,  that  being  once 
broken,  the  feparate  parts  could  not  retain 
even  their  fhares  of  the  ftrength  and  value 
that  exifted  in  the  whole ;  and  that  a  perfed 
re-union  of  thefe  parts  could'  fcarce  ever  be 
hoped  for.  Your  Lordfhip  may  poflibly  re-  ' 
member  the  tears  of  joy  that  wet  my  cheek, 
when  at  your  good  filler's  in  London,  you 
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once  gave  me  expeaations  that  a  reconcilia* 
tion  might  foon  take  place.  I  had  the  mif- 
fortune  to  find  thefe  expedations  difap- 
pointed,  and  to  be  treated  as  the  caufe  of 
the  mifchlef  I  was  labouring  to  prevent. 
My  confolation  under  that  groundlefs  and 
malevolent  treatment,  was,  that  I  retained  the 
friendfliip  of  many  vrife  and  good  men  in 
that  country,  and  among  the  reft,  fome  Ihare 
in  the  regard  of  Lord  Howe. 


•'  The  well-founded  efteem,  and  permit 
me  to  fay,  affedion,  which  I  fhall  always 
have  for  your  Lordfhip,  make  it  painful  for 
me  to  fee  you  engaged  in  conduding  a  war, 
the  great  ground  of  which,  as  defcribed  in 
your  letter,  is  *  the  necefTity  of  preventing  the 

•  American  trade  from  paffing  into  foreign 

•  channels.'  To  me  it  feems  >Iiat  neither  the 
obtaining  nor  retaining  any  trade,  how  va- 
luable foever,  is  an  obje£t  for  which  men  may 
juftly  fpil  each  other's  blood :  that  the  true 
and  fare  means  of  extending  and  fecuring 
commerce,  are  the  goodnefs  and  cheapnefs 
of  commodities ;  and  that  the  profits  of  no 
trade  can  ever  be  equal  to  the  expence  of 
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compelling  it,  and  holding  it  by  fleets  and 
armies.  I  confider  this  war  againft  us,  there- 
fore, as  both  unjufc  and  unwife ;  and  I  am 
perfuaded  that  cool  and  difpaffionate  pofterity 
will  condemn  to  infamy  thofe  who  advifed 
it ;  and  that  even  fuccefs  will  not  fave  from 
fome  degree  of  diihonour  thofe  who  have 
voluntarily  engaged  to  condudit. 

"  I  know  your  great  motive  in  coming 
hither  was  the  hope  of  being  inftrumental  in 
a  reconciliation  ;  and  believe,  when  you  find 
that  to  be  impoflible,  on  any  terms  given  you 
to  propofe,  you  will  relinquifh  fo  odious  a 
command,  and  return  to  a  more  honourable 
private  ftation. 

"  With  the  greateft  and  inoft  fincere  refped, 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord 
«  Your  Lordfhip's 
"  Moft  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

"  B.  Franklin* 
"  Direded 
*'  7b  the  Right  Hon,  Lord  Vlf,  Howe:* 
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On  the  4th  day  of  July  1 776,  the  North 
American  colonies,  by  their  delegates  in  Con- 
grefs,  declared  themfelves  to  be  "  Free  and 
Independent  States.'*  The  feveral  colonies 
now  become  fovereign  ftates,  immediately- 
formed  conftitutlons  for  their  diftindt  go- 
vernments. That  of  Pennfylvania  was  com- 
pofed  by  Dr.  Franklin,  and  is  highly  efteemed, 
as  a  fine  fyftcm  of  legiflation  and  jurif. 
prudence. 


The  firft  ftep  of  the  Congrefs,  after  the 
declaration  of    independence,    was    fending 
Mr.  Silas  Deane  to  France,   to  requeft  per- 
miffion  of  the  French  miniftry,  to  purchafe 
in  France,  arms  and  military  ftores  for  an 
army.     From  the  reception  that  Deane  met 
with,    the  Congrefs   were    convinced    that 
France  looked  upon  their  caufe  with  a  very 
favourable  eye :  and  upoil  this,  they  appointed 
Dr.  Franklin   their   minifter  at  Paris,  with 
full  power.    A  fliip  mounting  thirty- fix  guns 
was  equipped  on  purpofe  to  carry  him.     He 
left  Philadelphia  on  the  27th  of  Odober,  and 
arrived  at  Nantz  on  the  13th  of  December 

1776. 
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177^-  The  fhip  he  failed  in  took  two  Eng- 
m  veffels  in  her  voyage,  and  carried  them 
uito  Nantz,  where  they  were  fold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  captors, 

^    The  public  faa  of  Dr.  Franklin's  Arrival 
in  France,  and  the  fad  of  the  French  mi- 
niftry  permitting  thefe  prizes  to  be  fold  in 
a  French  port,  were  irrefragable  and  indif- 
putable  proofs  of  hoftility  to  Great  Britain; 
and  ought  to  have  been  confidered  and  treated 
as  fuch.     But  the  minifters  of  Great  Britain 
were   afraid   of  a   war   witji   France;    and 
France  not  being  prepared  for  war,  chofe  to 
temporize.     Dr.  Franklin  was  honoured  pri- 
vately with  all  the  countenance  he  could  expedt- 

The  Americans  having  at  this  time  (April 
1777)  a  confiderable  number  of  Britifh  fol- 
diers  and  failors  prifoners  in  their  hands. 
Dr.  Franklin  applied  by  letter  to  Lord  Stor- 
mont,  the  Britilh  minifter  at  Paris,  upon  the 
fubjea:  of  exchanging  them  for  the  like  num- 
ber  of  Americans,  prifoners  in  England. 
Lord  Stormont's  anfwer  was  in  the  true  fpirit 
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of  his  Court ;  it  was  in  thefe  words,  "  The 
King's  Ambafrador  receives  no  applications 
from  rebels,  unlefs  they  come  to  implore  his 
Majefty's  mercy."  In  fix  months  afterwards. 
General  Burgoyne  and  his  whole  army  fur- 
rendered. 

In  the  interim,  between  the  time  of 
making  the  application  to  Lord  Stormont, 
and  the  furrender  of  General  Burgoyne,  Dr. 
Franklin's  pointed  electrical  condudtors  at 
Buckingham-houle  were  taken  down ;  and 
Mr.  Wilfon's  blunted  conductors  were  put 
up  in  their  ftead.  When  the  celebrated  Ame- 
rican Orrery  was  deftroycd  by  the  troops 
under  Sir  William  Howe,  Dr.  Franklin  faid, 
"  they  ought  not  to  make  war  on  the 
fciences." 


Two  months  after  the  furrender  of  General 
Burgoyne,  the  French  entered  into  an  alliance 
with  the  Americans,  ofFenfive  and  defenfive. 
When  this  meafure  had  taken  place,  the  Bri- 
tifh  miniftry  made  feveral  attempts  ta  open 
»  negotiation  with  Dr.  Franklin,  but  they 

were 
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were  too  Jate.  Mr.  Pulteney,  Mr.  Conway, 
Mr.  Hutton,  and  other  gentlemen  were  fent 
tb  Paris  for  this  purpofc,  but  in  vain. 

Mr.  Silas  Deane   and  Dr.  Bancroft,  who 
was  fecretary   to   the   American    embafly  at 
Paris,  were  actufed  of  gambling  in  the  Eng- 
Hfh   funds.      Bancroft   was   difmiffed ;    and 
though  Dr.  Franklin  interpofed  in  behalf  of 
Deane,  and   made  himfelf  fome  enemies  in 
America  by  it,  yet  he  could    not    prevent 
Deane  being  recalled.      This  was  very  dif- 
ferent from  the  condua:  fhewn  to  America, 
by  perfons  in  office,  in  London.     The  Con- 
grefs  dollars  were  forged  In  London,  in  im- 
mense quantities,  and  fent  at  different  times 
to  New  York,  Charleftown,  and  other  places, 
with  a  view  of  depreciating  and  deftroying 
the  credit  of  the  real  dollars. 

The  attempt  to  negotiate  with  Lord  Stor- 
mont,  for  an  exchange  of  prifoners,  having 
filled,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  i  -j-j^  Dr. 
Franklin  fent  a  Mr.  Thornton,  an  American 
gentleman,  to  London,  with  an  application 
to  Lord  North  upon  the  fubjed. 
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Mr.  Thornton  waited  firft  upon  Mr.  Hart- 
ley, who,  at  Dr.  Franklin's  requeft,  attended 
Mr.  Thornton  to  Lord  North.  This  was  on 
the  1 8th  day  of  December,  in  the  evening. 
Lord  North  received  him  very  civilly.  Mr. 
Thornton  opened  his  bufmefs  ;  but  did  not 
deliver  a  letter  he  was  charged  with  from 
Dr.  Franklin  to  Lord  North.  The  con- 
Tcrfation  was  nothing  but  ceremony,  and  an 
affurance  to  Mr.  Thornton  of  perfonal  fafety. 

On  the  19th,  in  the  morning,  Mr.  Tliorn- 
ton  alone  waited  upon  Lord  North,  and  de- 
liyered  to  him  Dr.  Franklin's  letter.  Nothing 
but  civility  again  j  and  a  promife  that  he 
fliould  have  an  anfwer  as  foon  as  the  other 
fervants  of  the  Crown  could  be  confulted. 


Several  days  pafled,  and  he  received  no 
anfwer.  The  minifters  differed  with  each 
other  upon  it.  Lord  Suffolk  and  Lord 
Mansfield  were  for  maintaining  the  high 
anfwer  given  by  Lord  Stormont  at  Paris. 
Lord  North  and  Lord  George  Germain  were 
for  an  es^qhange  of  prifoners. 

.At 
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At  length  Mr.  Thornton  wrote  to  Lord 
North  that  it  was  apart  of  his  inftruaions  to 
fee  the  prifoners,  and  therefore  tliat  he  would 
go  to  Portfmouth  and  other  places  where 
they  were  confined,  for  that  piirpore. 

On  the  30th,  he  returned  to  London :  ftiH 
no  anfwer  was  ready.  On  the  2d  day  o( 
January  he  fet  out  on  his  retnn  io  Paris. 
Next  day  an  anfwer  was  f;;nt  to  Mr.  i/artley,' 
ftating,  that  minifters  intended,  as  opportu-' 
nity  fhall  offer,  to  exchange .  them  in  Ame- 
rica, againft  Britifh  prifoners  there. 

At  the  end  of  the  month  of  March  1782, 
the  Britilh  miniftry  were  changed.     In  this 
change  Mr.  Fox  was  made  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs.     Before  he  was  warm  in 
his  feat,  he  gave  a  proof   of  his   political 
fagacity,  which   none   have   exceeded— per- 
haps few  have  equalled.     This  was  his  open 
and    manly   communication    to  the  Dutch. 
He  took  up  the  confideration  of  the  war  in 
Europe,  upon  a  juft  principle.     He   began 
with  Holland,  and  thereby  prevented  a  con- 
tinental war.     He  immediately  feparated  the 
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Dutch  from  the  Confederacy  that  had  been 
formed  againft  Great  Britain.  There  was  no 
longer  any  idea  of  joining  the  Dutch  fleet  to 
the  combined  fleet  of  France  and  Spain. 
The  confequence  of  this  disjunction  was  the 
relief  of  Gibraltar,  which  was  clofely  be- 
fieged  by  the  united  forces  of  France  and 
Spain.  If  the  Dutch  fleet  had  joined  the 
combined  fleetf,  which  was  intended,  and 
there  was  nothing  at  that  time  to  prevent  it, 
Gibraltar  could  not  have  been  relieved  :  with 
the  addition  of  the  Dutch  navy  againft  us, 
Gibraltar  muft  have  fallen.  The  Britifh  fleet 
at  that  time  was  not  equal  to  the  three 
maritime  powers ;  Spain,  France,  and  Hol- 
land. If  Gibraltar  had  been  taken,  the  con- 
ditions of  peace  muft  have  been  lefs  honour- 
able. The  dates  will  fhew  the  facSb  is  indif- 
putable.  The  refolution  of  the  States  Ge- 
neral, "  To  requeft  his  Serene  Highnefs,  in 
his  ftation  of  admiral-general  of  the  Union, 
to  concert  in  the  moft  convenient  manner 
with  the  court  of  France,  a  plan  for  the 
naval  operations  of  the  next  campaign,  fo  as 
to  annoy  the  common  enemy,  in  the  moft 
fenfible  manner,"  is  dated  oa  the  20th  day 

of 
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of  February  1782.  Mr.  Fox  was  appointed 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  27th  day  of  March 
following:  and  his  letter  to  M.  Simolin,  con- 
taining his  offers  to  the  Dutch,  is  dated  on 
the  2Qth  day  of  that  month  j  being  the  fe- 
cond  day  after  he  had  been  m  office.  This 
is  as  ftrong  an  inftance  of  fagacity  and  pe- 
netration  as  will  be  found  in  the  condud  of 
any  former  mipifter. 

In  the  month  of  November  following,  Dr. 
Franklin  figned  at  Paris  the  provifional  articles* 
of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  America. 
And  in  the  month  of  September  1783,  he 
figned  the  definitive  treaty,  with  Mr,  Hartley. 

He  alfo  negotiated,  and  figned,  commer- 
cial treaties  between  Sweden  and  America, 
and  between  Pruffia  and  America. 

The  tranquillity  and  independence  of  Ame- 
rica being  perfedly  eftablifhed,  he  requefted 
to  he  recalled  from  the  fatigues  of  his  em- 
bafly;  which  was  complied  with. 

Animal  magnetifm  being  a  fubjed  of  much 
converfation  in  Paris  at  this  time,  the  King 
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appointed  Commiflioners  to  examine  into  the 
foundation  of  this  pretended  fcience.  Dr. 
Franklin  was  one  of  them.  He  prefently 
difcovered  the  whole  to  be  a  mere  trick;  and 
as  fuch  he  reported  it  j  which  put  an  end  to 
the  impofition. 

In  the  month  of  September  1785,  he  ar- 
rived once  more  in  America.  He  amufed 
himfelf  occafionally  with  philofophical  re- 
fearches,  and  experiments.  It  is  not  with- 
in the  defign  of  this  work,  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  Dr.  Franklin's  philofophical  theories 
and  fyftems.  The  reader  will  find  them  in 
his  Works.  This  is  a  fketch  of  the  political 
part  of  his  life,  vvhich  is  not  in  his  works. 

In  the  year  1787,  a  convention  of  the 
United  States  was  affembled  at  Philadelphia. 
Dr.  Franklin  was  appointed  a  delegate  for  the 
State  of  Pennfylvania.  The  purpofe  was  to 
revife  and  amend  the  articles  of  Confedera- 
tion, in  order  to  give  more  ftrength  and 
energy  to  the  government  of  the  Union. 
He  figncd  the  new  Conftitution,  and  gave  it 
his  mpft  he^irty  approbation.       . . 
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In  the  fame  year"  he  eftabliflied  two  focieties 
at  Philadelphia ;  one  for  alleviating  the  mi- 
feries  of  public  prifons,  the  other  for  pro- 
moting the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

In  the  year  1788,  his  infirmities  increaf- 
ing,  which  were  of  the  calculous  kind,  he 
retired  from  all  public  bufinefs.  During  the 
laft  twelve  months  of  his  life,  he  was  prin- 
cipally confined  to  his  bed.  He  died  on  the 
17th  day  of  April  1790,  at  the  age  of  84 
years  and  three  months. 

The  following  is  a  tranflation  from  the 
Journak  de  Phjftque^  for  the  month  of  June 
1790, 

"  Franklin  died  in  the  month  of  April  laft, 
of  an  abfcefs  in  his  breaft.  This  great  man 
preferved  his  ufual  prefence  of  mind  almoft 
to  his  laft  moments.  Perfons  public  and  pri- 
vate, of  every  rank  and  quality,  attended 
his  funeral,  and  probably  there  was  never  fo 
great  a  concourfe  in  America  on  any  occa- 
fion.  What  an  interefting  fpedtacle  was  this, 
of  a  whole  people  bewailing  their  benefaaor! 
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The  Congrefs,  and  various  corporations,  put 
on  mourning  for  him  during  a  month.     The 
National  Affembly   of  France,    and   a  great 
number  of  other  philanthropifts,  mourned  for 
him  three  days.     It  is  perhaps   the  firft  time 
that  nations  have  mourned  for  a  friend  of 
humanity ;  whillt,  to  the  difgrace  of  reafon, 
v^e  have  feen  them  mourn  for  months  toge- 
ther for  its  oppreflbrs.     All  the   nations  of 
.Europe  are  fo  fubmiflive  to  the  yoke,  that 
they  efteem  it  an  honour  and  a  duty  to  wear 
for  feveral  months  mourning  for  one  of  their 
tyrants;  whilil  his  death  ought  to  be  efteem- 
ed,  and    eally  is,  a  public  felicity  :  fuch  were 
the  deaths  of  Louis  the  XIV.  Louis  the  XV, 
Jofeph  II.  &c.     It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Philo- 
fophy  will,  in  time,  reform  thefe  abufes.*' 
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Four  of  them.     All  Literary  Men.     Fugitive 

Papers.      Series   of  Letters  fg/ied  Vakns. 

Anfwer  to  Lord  Bath's  Pamphlet.     Anfwer 

to  Dr.  Franklins  Pamphlet.     Importance  of 

Guadaloupe.     Lord  Chatham  of  Mr,  Burke's 

Opinion,    but   over-ruled.      Value  and  Im-^ 

port  an  ce  of  the  Wejl- Indies.    African  Trade. 

Petition   and  Refolutions    of  the  TorkJJoire 

Committee.     Mr.  Burke's  Letter  on  the  Sub- 

je£f  of  them  to  the  Buckinghamfhire  Commit^ 

tee.     Several  Particulars. 

T' 
HERE  were  four  of  thefe  gentlemen — 
The  Right  Honourable  Edmund  Burke;  Mr. 
Richard  Burke,  his  fon,  of  whom  nothing 
more  need  be  faid,  than  that  he  wrote  an 
anfwer  to  an  Effay  or  Letter  written  by- 
Major  Cartwright,  which  the  reader  will  find 
'n  the  Appendix  near  the  end  of  the  article 
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marked  C  5  Mr.  Richard  Burke,  brother  to 
Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  and  Recorder  of  Briftol ; 
Mr.  William  Burke,  couHri  to  Mr,  Edmund 
Burke,  who  was  Secretary  to  General 
Conway  while  that  gentleman  was  Secretary 
of  State,  and  feveral  years  Pay-mafter  in 
India. 


The  laft  mentioned  gentleman  has  written 
feveral  trads;  md  k  h  more  than  probable, 
that  he  was  frcqu^^nrly  afliited  by  his  coufin; 
and  upon  fome  occaiions,  there  is  no  doubt, 
they  were  all  three  concerned;  for  they  lived 
upon  the  terms  of  the  mod  fmcere  friendfhip 
and  affedion.  And  although  it  is  unqueftion- 
ably  true,  that  the  talents  of  Mr.  Edmund 
Burke  had  infinitely  the  afcendancy,  yet  thofe 
of  Mr.  Richard  Burke,  and  of  Mr.  William 
Burke,  were  greatly  above  mediocrity. 

An  aflbciation  of  fuch  literary  abilities, 
and  adive  minds,  muft  undoubtedly  have 
produced  many  papers,  which  are  now  un- 
known ;  particularly  their  occafional  Eflays, 
or  Letters,  in  the  newfpapers;  which  they 
were  in  the  habit  of  furnifliing  during  feveral 
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years.  Many  of  thefe  arc  interelting,  as 
containing  the  fenfe  of  parties,  from  the  year 
1764,  or  thereabouts.  There  were  fcveral 
in  reply  to  the  fcries  of  papers  written  by 
Mr.  Scott  of  Cambridge,  diftinguifhed  by  the 
fignature  of  Anti-Sejaniis.  If  their  friends 
have  a  corred  knowledge  of  them,  they 
would  do  well  to  colled  them.  There  was 
a  fcries  of  papers  written  by  them,  published 
in  the  London  Evening  Port,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  American  war,  figned  Valens,  from 
which  fome  extrads  have  been  made,  which 
the  reader  will  find  in  the  Appendix,  marked 
F,  G,  and  O.  They  were  afcribcd  princi- 
pally to  Mr.  Richard  Burke;  but  Mr.  William 
Burke  materially  aflifted,  and  Mr.  Edmund 
Burke  occafionally  contributed. 

When  the  late  Earl  of  Bath  publifhed  his 
pamphlet  called  "  A  Letter  to  Two  Great 
Men,"  (Lord  Chatham  and  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle,)  upon  the  profped  of  peace,  in 
the  year  1759,  Mr.  William  Burke  has  al- 
virays  been  faid,  and  believed,  to  have  been 
th»  Author  of  the  anfwer  to  it,  intitled 
^*  Remarks   on   the   Letter   to   Two   Great 
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Men."  Lord  Bath  having  ftrongly  recom-* 
mended,  in  his  pamphlet,  the  retention  of 
Canada  in  the  expeded  negotiations  for 
peace;  and  aflerted,  that  a  preference  fhould 
be  given  to  Canada  over  Guadaloupe,  or  any 
conquefts  made  in  the  Weft-Indies ;  Mr. 
Burke  was  of  a  contrary  opinion,  and  argued 
flrongly  in  favour  of  Guadaloupe. 

Mr.  Burke's  pamphlet  had  fufficient  merit 
to  attract,  and  .alarm  the  attention  of  Dr. 
Franklin;  he  therefore  wrote  an  anfwer  to  it; 
which  he  intitled  "  The  Intereft  of  Great 
Britain  cpnfidered,  with  regard  to  her  Co- 
lonies, and  the  Acquifitions  of  Canada  and 
Guadaloupe;"  in  which  he  coincided  with, 
and  enforced  the  opinion  of  Lord  Bath. 


Mr.  Burke,  though  a  young  man,  was  not 
vanquillied  by  his  formidable  opponent.  He 
continued  the  conteft  by  another  pamphlet, 
which  he  intitled  "  An  Examination  of  the 
Commercial  Principles  of  the  late  Negotiation 
between  Great  Britain  and  France  in  1761: 
in  which  the  Syftem  of  that  Negotiation  vyith 
regard  to  our  Colonies  and  Commerce  is  con.- 
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fidered."  This  was  publilhed  upon  the 
failure  of  the  negotiation  between  the  late 
Lord  Chatham  and  Mr.  Bufly,  in  the  year 
1761. 

As  It  IS  probable  that  Mr.  Burke's  argu- 
ment may  hereafter  be  ufeful,  the  reader  will 
not  be  difpleafed  with  the  following  extra<fl 
from  it. 


■.p;,|i 
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"  The  late  negotiation,  (he  fays,)  fo  far  as 
It  regarded  our  colonies  and  commerce,  was 
on  our  fide  conduded,  I  apprehend,  on  one 
fmgle  idea,  viz.  to  fecure  to  ourfelves  the 
pofleffion  of  all  Canada.  I  fay,  upon  this 
fmgle  idea,  becaufe  from  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  the  feveral  plans  delivered  to  the 
French  minifter  it  appears,  that  even  an  at- 
tempt was  not  made,  to  procure  in  America 
any  other  pofTeffion,  or  any  other  advantage 
whatfoevcr.  Our  intereft,  and  our  conqucfts 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  were  very  little,  if  at  all, 
regarded.  On  the  opening  of  the  treaty  we 
agreed  to  negotiate  away  Guadaloupe  and 
Marigalante;  and  in  the  turns  which  that 
treaty  took,  and  in  all  the  different  fchemes 
iJ  of 
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of  commutation,  which  ^pyere  from  time  to 

time   propofed,   and    they   were  many   and 

various,  I  do  not  find  tb^t  h  was  for  a  mo-» 

ment  the  idea  to  reiaia  that  acquifitlon  we 

had  made  in  the  \V  elt-indies,  which  the  very 

article  that  reftorcs  it  to  France,  denominates 

a  fertile  and   wealthy   ifland;  [His  Majefty 

likewifc    agrees    to    furrender   to   the   moit 

Chriftian  King  the  opule/it  ifland  of  Guada- 

loupe,  with  that  of  Marigalantej]  and  which 

the  very  great  increafe  of  our  trade  fince  its 

redudioD,  demonftrates  not  to  have  been  at 

all  over-rated  in  thofe  epithets,  however  it 

might  be  under-valued  in  the  e: '.change  by 

which  it  was  to  have  been  furrendered. 

"  The  reader  will  not  entertain  any  doubt, 
that  the  treaty  was  conduded  on  a  principle 
wholly  averfe  to  Weft-Indian  -^cquifidon, 
when  he  recolleds  ihi    rem.a-kabL  fad:. 

"  Early  in  the  negudatlon,  anc  as  I  may 
fay  at  the  out-fet,  we  agreed  to  exchange 
Guadaloupe  for  Minorca;  br-  dunng  tlie 
|)rc-refs  of  that  tranfadion.  Be  Sif  fell  into 
our  hands.     Here  was  prefented  a  new  fub- 
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jea  for  exchange.     It  was  quite   natural  to. 
barter  one  European  ifland  for  another;   and 
it  became  the  more  natural,  as  one  was  of  no 
great  advantage  to  England,    nor  the    other, 
to   T^rance;  and  both  were  heavily  expenfive 
to  their  refpedive  pofTeflbrs.     Accordingly, 
we  find  that   exchange  was  propofed;    but 
what  is  very  fingular,  even  at  the  time  of 
making  that  propofal,  it  does  not  appear  that 
any  advantage  was  taken  from  this  circum- 
ftance,    to  retain  the  leaft    pa.ucle   of  our 
Weft-Indian  conquefts.     The  original  fcheme 
of  compenfation  was  changed ;  Belleifle  was 
offered  (fo   the  French   underftood    it)    for 
Minorci;    but   Cuadaloupe,  the  old  equiva- 
lent, wa.,  not  vvithftanding  this  new  projed  ■ 
to  have  be-    furrendered  ;  though  not  in  ex-* 
change  f  r  Mir     ca,   nor  for  any  thing  cKq 
that  I  can  difcovc.;     md  therefore,  without 
any  diftin^:  compenfation  at  all." 

[Here  the  Editor  begs  leave  'o  folicit  the 
reader's  permiffion  to  fhew  tL  .  Mr.  Burkes 
is  in  this  point  miftakea.  We  lave  Lord 
Chatham's  owi.  authority  for  rhe  fad.  In 
his  fpeech  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  when 
Mr,  Pitt,   on  the  29th  of  No/embc-  iy( 

he 
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he  fays,  "  He  had  been  blamed  for  confent- 
ing  to  give  up  Guadaloupe.     That  cefllon  had 
been   a    queftion    in    another    place.     (Tbe 
cabinet,)     He  wifhed  to  have  hpt  the  ifland. 
He  had  been  over-ruled  in  that  point.     He 
could    not    help    it.      He  had  been  over- 
ruled   many    times,    and    upon   many    oc- 
occafions.     He  had  acquiefced ;  he  had  fub- 
mitted;    but  at  length   he  faw,  that  all   his 
meafures,  all  his  fentiments,  were  inimical  to 
the  views   of  thofe   perfons    tg  whom  his 
Majefty  had  given  his  confidence."     No  one 
will  doubt,  that  Mr.  Burke's  arguments  were 
well-founded.     But  as    Lord    Chatham  was 
the  negotiator,  in  the  negotiation  Mr.  Burke 
is   fpeaking  of,  it  is  neceflary  to  accompany 
the   pafTage  in  Mr.  Burke's  pamphlet,  with 
this  declaration  of  Lord  Chatham  ;  otherwife, 
Mr.  Burke's  ftatement  would  feem  to  impeach 
the  reditude  and  wifdom  of  that  great  Mi- 
nifter.      But   when    Mr.    Burke    wrote   his 
pamphlet,  he  could  not  be  acquainted  with 
the   real  fadt;  for  it  was  not  known,  until 
Lord  Chatham  himfelf  made  it  known.]     We 
will   continue  the   extrad   from  Mr.  Burke, 
becaufe  it  is  not  uninterefting.     The  pamph- 
lets of  the  day  fpeak  the  fenfe  of  men  in  a 
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better  manner  than  almoft  any  future  writer 
will  take  the  trouble  to  reprel^nt  them. 

"  Here  alfo  a  difficulty  occurs;  for  it  is  not 
eafy  to  difcover  for  what  reafon  Belleifle  was 
taken,  if  it  was  not  to  be  admitted  among 
the  equivalents.  The  expedition  for  the  re- 
duction of  this  illand  was  undertaken  after 
the  commencement  of  the  negotiation ;  and 
the  place  could  fcarcely  be  defired  for  .any 
other  purpofe  than  to  give  us  fome  advan- 
tage in  that  negotiation;  and  yet  a  few  days 
after  we  had  taken  Belleifle,  its  negotionable 
value  was  eftimated  at  nothing;  and,  in  all 
appearance,  we  fuffered  it  to  be  added  to 
Guadaloupe,  in  compenfation  for  an  objedt 
which  had  been  before  offered  us  for  Guada- 
loupe alone*  . 
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"  Had  it  indeed  bden  nccellary,  by  the 
furrender  of  the  fertile  ifland  of  Guadaloupe, 
to  purchafe  the  vafl  but  unprofitable  forefts 
of  Canada,  the  paffion  at  leaft  of  boundlefs 
empire  would  have  been  flattered.  There 
had  perhaps  been  fomething  ra,  gnificent  in 
fuch   a  delufion.     But   from  the  beginning 
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there  was  no  mention  of  an  exchange  of  th^ 
nature.  The  firft  overtures  to  the  treaty  de- 
clare, that  the  privilege  of  the  fifhery  at 
"Newfoundland  was  the  compenfation  for 
Canada." 


r-?», 


[The  words  in  the  hiftorical  memorial  of 
this  negotiation  are,  "  the  liberty  of  fiftiing, 
.  and  the  fhelter  without  fortifications,  was  the 
compenfation  for  the  ceflion  of  all  Canada.** 
The  "  reftitution  of  the  ifland  of  Minorca, 
was  cei'tainjy  equivalent  fj  the  ceflion  of 
'  Guadaloupe  and  Marigalante."  See  the  Hif- 
torical Memorial,  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
Anecdotes  of  Lord  Chatham's  Life*] 

**  The  fundamental  principle  upon  which 

all  idtas  of  Weft  Indian  acquifition  have  been 

rejeded,  is  a  maxim  laid  down  by  the  writer 

'  of  the  Letter  to  two  Great  Men,  that  we  had 

already  fugar-land  enotigb,  \ 

"  There  is  no  word  whatfoever  of  greater 
latitude  in  the  conftrudion,  when  it  is  referred 
to  private  concerns,  than  this  word  enough. 
With  regard  to  the  public,  it  is  often  con- 

2  traded 


ilBSSlEURS    BURKES. 


35S 


traded  within  yery  reafonable,  limits.     Docs 
it  here  mean  that  we  have  lugar-land  fufficient 
to  fupply  the  home  confumption  ?     It  is  not 
ftriaiy  true,  that  we  have  enough  for  the 
confumption    of  all   the    Britifh  dominions. 
"We  knov*^  that  in  Ireland  they  ufe  fome,  and 
in  North  America  a  very  great  quantity  of 
foreign   fugars,    and   fyrups,    and   we   have 
reafon  to  believe  that  fome  find  their  way  even 
into  England.     If  he   means  that    we  have 
enough  for  foreign  confumption,  he  is  mif- 
taken.     Before  the  war  we  had  almoft  loft 
the  foreign  market  for  this  commodity.    And 
unlefs  he  can  prove  that  the  fugar  commerce 
■  is  detrimental,  I  conceive  this  aflertion  equi- 
valent to  a  declaration,  that  we  have  foreign 
trade   enough.     A  declaration   however   re- 
pugnant to  fad,  and  to  the  national  interefts, 
is  altogether  confiftent  with  the  fyftem  laid 
down  in  that  letter." 
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Of  the  value  and  importance  of  th^i  Wejl 
Indies,  Mr.  Burke  fpeaks  thus . 


"  The    dired   import    of    Great  Britain 
alone  from  the  Weft  Indies,  in  the  year  1 759^ 

A  a  a  a  year 
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a  year  fubjea  to  the  loflfes  and  cafualties  of 
war,  and  cxclufive  of  Guadaloupe,  which  ♦ 
was  then  but  juft  conquered,  amounted  to  no 
lefs  than  1,833,648/.  whereas  the  import 
from  the  great  and  populous  northern  colonies 
of  New  England,  New  York,  arid  Pennfyl- 
vania,  amounted  but  to  70,074/.  and  the 
whole  North  American  import  together 
amounted  to  little  more  than  a  third  of  the 
Weft  Indian. 


"  With  regard  to  our  dominions  in  Europe, 
there  is  fcarce  an  article  of  Britifh  produce, 
which  is  not  largely  confumed  in  the  Weft 
Indiee.  The  benefit  of  the  Weft  Indian 
trade  to  our  European  dominions  is  not  con- 
fined to  Great  Britain.  Our  ifland  colonies, 
and  they  alone,  take  off  a  great  quantity  of 
provifions  from  Ireland;  a  confideration  of 
no  trivial  confequence,  not  only  from  the 
connection  of  intereft  by  which  that  trada 
binds  together  the  feveral  parts  of  our  empire, 
but  alfo  becaufe,  whatever  provifions  goto  our 
own  colonies  are  fo  much  taken  from  the 
markets  of  our  dangerous  rivals,  and  moft 
determined  enemies. 

**  Another 
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"  Another  confuleration,  and  a  very  weighty 
one,  is,  that  almofl:  the  whole  of  that  exten- 
live  and  lucrative  trade  wliich  we  carry  on 
with  the  coall  of  Africa,  is  maintained  by, 
and  mull  be  put  to  the  accoum  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  ^  becaufe  the  Weft  India  illands  form 
the  great  markets  for  ncgroe  flaves. 

"  The  trade  to  Africa  is  of  the  beft  kind. 
It  is  for  the  greateft  part  fed  with  our  own 
manufiidtures  ;  our  fire-arms,  our  ammuni- 
tion, our  utenfils,  our  ftuffs,  and  our  fpirits, 
of  all  which  we  exported  in  the  yejjr  1761 
to  the  value  of  254,381  /.  What  remains  of 
the  afTortment  for  that  market  is  coi'npofed 
entirely  of  Eaft  India  goods,  of  which,  in  the 
fame  year,  it  took  off  78,576  /, 

*^  Thus  the  Weft  Indies  fuftain,  not  only 
a  large  fhare  of  the  diredt  Engliflx  trade,  but 
alfo  contribute  very  confiderably  to  the  fup- 
port  of  that  mighty  pillar  of  our  national 
commerce  ar^d  credit,  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany. I  muft  beg  leave  to  repeat  it,  and  to 
fix  it  in  the  reader's  memory,  that  the  African 
trade  centers  in,   and   is  fupported   by  the 
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Weft  Indies ;  '  and  that  this  trade,  with  it« 
Confequcntial  advantages,  is  the  principal  de- 
pendence  of  the  two,  after  London,  the 
^reateft  and  moft  fiourifhing  trading  places 
in  Great  Britain,  Briftol,  and  Liverpool/' 

[Liverpool  has  now  the  principal  fhare  of 
the  African  trade.] 

The  calamities  of  the  American  war,  and 
the  acquiefcence  of  Parliament  in  fupport  of 
it,  caufed  a  general  alarm  throughout  the 
nation  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1779. 
The  extenfive  and  very  opulent  county  of 
York  fet  an  example  of  prefenting  petitions 
on  public  grievances,  and  of  forming  a  ge^ 
neral  a0bciation,  to  give  efFedt  to  the  petir 
tions.  This  example  was  followed  by  many 
of  the  counties  and  great  towiis  in  the  king- 
dom. 


LTpon  the  fubjed  of  the  Yorkfhire  meeting, 
MefTieurs  Burkes  wrote  a  fmall  tra6t>  intitled, 
"  The  Yorkfhire  Queftion,"  &c.  which  the 
reader  will  find  in  the  Appendix,  marked  R. 
It  is  not  certaiu  which  of  the  Burkes  is  the 

author,—- 
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author, — ^probably  it  is  the  production  of  the^ 
three. 


The  committee  appointed  at  the  Yorkihire 
meeting,  agreed  to  a  fecond  petition  in  fup- 
port  of  the  firft.  A  copy  of  the  firft  petition 
the  reader  will  find  annexed  to  the  "  York- 
ihire  Queftion"  in  the  .'ippendix.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy  of  the  fecond  petition  ;  and 
of  the  refolutions  which  accompanied  it. 


"  To  the  Honourable  the  Commo7i$  of  Great 
Britain^  in  Parliament  ajfembled, 

*'  The  humble  Petition  of  the  Freeholders  of 
the  County  of  York, 
*'  Sheweth, 
"  That  your  Petitioners,   fenfible  of  the 
original  excellency  of  the  conftitution  of  this 
country,  mcft  ardently  wifli  to  have  it  main- 
tained upon  the  genuine  principles  on  which 
It  was  founded. 


;i:) 


\\ 
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"  Your  Petitioners  further  fhew.  That 
It  is  neceflary  to  the  welfare  of  the  peoples 
that  the  Commons'  Hoiife  of  Parliament 
ihould   have   a  common   interefl    with   the 
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nation ;  and  that  in  the  prefent  date  of  the 
reprefentation  of  the  people  in  Parliament, 
the  HorJe  of  Commons  do  not  fufficientlr 
Ipeak  the  voice  of  the  people, 

*'  Your  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray 
this  Honourable  Houfe  to  take  into  their 
moil  ferious  confideration,  the  prefent  inade- 
quate ftate  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people 
in  Parliament,  and  to  apply  fuch  remedy  to 
this  great  and  alarming  evil,  as.  to  this  Hqi- 
jipurablc  Houfe  may  feem  meet. 


«{ 


And  your  Petitionees  fliall  ever  pray,  &c.** 


The  feveral  motions  following  were  after- 
wards fucceffively  made  and  feconded ;  and 
the  queftion  being  put  upon  each,  it  was 


*'  Refolved  unanimoully,  That  this  meet- 
ing having  adopted  a  petition,  requefting  a 
reformation  of  Parliament  in  general  terms, 
and  being  apprehenfive,  that  from  the  gene- 
rality of  the  petition,  the  intention  of  thts 
meeting  may  be  mifconftrued,  as  aiming  at  a 
reformation  of  Parliament  on  principles  and 
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to  an  extent  which  they  do  not  mean  to  re- 
commend, doth  find  it  necelfary  to  declare 
that  if, 

"  I.  A  bill  Ihall  be  pafTed  in  Parliament 
for  abolifhing  at  leaft  fifty  of  the  mod  ob- 
ooxious  boroughs,  providing  for  the  eledors 
in  the  feveral  boroughs  aboliflied  a  proper 
gratuitous  compenfation  for  their  extinguifhed 
franchifes ;  and  enabling  them  to  vote,  to- 
gether with  other  freeholders,  in  eledions  for 
knights  of  the  refpeaive  fhires  to  which  they 
belong  J  and  alfo  adding  an  adequate  number 
of  members,  not  lefs  than  an  hundred,  in  due 
proportion  to  the  lev^r?,l  counties  and  the 
metropolis : 


i:i^lfi 


IS: 


2.  And  if  the  Septennial  bil^  rhall  be  re- 
pealed ; 

"  3.  And  if  a  bill  fhall  be  pafled  for  ad- 
mitting proprietors  of  copyhold  lands  of  in- 
heritance, with  fine  certain,  of  the  clear  yearly 
value  of  forty  fhillings,  to  vote  at  county 
eleaions  of  members  of  Parliament  through- 
cut  the  kingdom : 

.**  4.  And 
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4.  And  laftly,  if  a  bill  fhall  be  pafTed  for 
fetting  afide  nominal  and  fidtitious  votes  in 
Scotland,  and  for  regulating  eledions  to  Par- 
liament in  that  part  of  the  kingdom,  in  a 
manner  agreeable  to  the  true  intent  and  fpirit 
of  the  conftitution ; 


**  The  correction  of  parliamentary  abufes, 
effected  by  thofe  meafures,  will  eftablilh  a  re- 
formation of  Parliament  which  thi$  county 
Vrould  highly  approve, 

**  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  ,this  meet- 
ing, trufting  in  the  experienced  zeal  of  their 
reprefentatives,  Sir  George  Savile,  and  Henry 
Buncombe  Efq.  as  far  as  circumftances  will 
allow  to  promote  the  reafonable  wifhes  of 
their  conftituents  to  accomplifli  a  fubftantial 
reformation  of  Parliament  as  aforefaid,  and 
to  fupport  farther  meafures  of  ftrid  frugality, 
fo  indifpenfably  necefTary  in  the  prefent  con- 
dition of  this  country,  doth  poftpone  of- 
fering to  their  worthy  reprefentatives  any  in^ 
ftrudtions  on  the  faid  matters/' 

.  This 
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This  petition  and   thefe  refolutions  dre^ 
from  Mr,  Burke  a  ftrong  letter  upon  the  iub, 
jedtofthem. 

From     Mr,     Burke's     pamphlet,     called 
*'  Thoughts  ^  on   the    Caufe   of  the   prefent 
Pifcontents,"  it  was  known  that  he  was  hof- 
tile  to  a  reformation  of  Parliament;  but  when 
fome  of  the  members  of  the  committee  of  the 
county  of  Buckingham  (being  the  county  in 
which  Mr.  Burke   refided)   were  known  to 
have  in    contemplation  an  adoption  of  the 
conduit  of  the  Yorkfhire  committee,  and  to 
recommend  it  to  the  fecond  general  meeting 
of  the  county,  to  be  held  in  the  month  of 
May  1780;  Mr.  Burke  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  a  member  of  the  committee ;    in 
which  Mr.  Burke  ftates  more  explicitly 'than 
he  has  done  any  where  dfc^  his  opinion  upon 
the  fubjea:  of  Parliamentary'reform. 

(Copy.) 
^'  Sir, 

«  Having  yefterday  heard,  by  mere  acci- 
dent, that  there  is  an  intention  of  laying  before 
the  county  meeting,  new  matter  which  is  not 

contained 
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contained  in  i  ur  petition,  and  the  conlider- 
ation  of  which  had  been  deferred  to  a  fitter 
time  by  a  majoi  ity  of  our  committee  in  Lon^ 
don ;  permit  me  to  take  this  method  of  fub- 
mitting  to  you  my  reafons  for  thinking  with 
our  committee,  that  nothing  ought  to  be  haf-  . 
tily  determined  upon  the  fubjed. 

*'  Our  petition  arofe  naturally  from  dif- 
treffes  which  -we.  felt ;  and  the  requefts  which 
we  made,  were,  in  efted,  nothing  more  than 
that  fuch  things  fhould  be  done  in  Parliament, 
as  it  was  evidently  the  duty  of  Parliament  to 
do.  But  the  affair  which  will  be  propofed 
to  you  by  a  perfcr;  if  rank  and  ability,  (Earl 
Stanhope,  then  .Lord  Mahon,)  is  an  altera- 
tion in  the  conflitution  of  Parliament  itfelf. 
It  is  impofTible  for  you  to  have  a  fubje£t 
teforc  you  of  more  importance,  and  that  re- 
quires a  more  cool  and  mature  confideration ; 
both  on  its  own  account,  and  for  the  credit  of 
our  fobriety  of  mind,  who  are  to  refolve 
upon  it. 


**  The  countiv  will,  in  fome  way  or  other, 
be  called  upon  tr  declare  it  your  opinion, 

that 
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that  theHonfeof  Cc  imon  h  not  fufficicntly 
numerous,  and  tha*  the  dec  ions  are  not  fut- 
ficiently  'Vequent :  that  an  hundred  new 
knights  of  the  fh're  onght  to  be  add>  d  ;  and 
that  we  are  to  have  a  new  eledion,  once  in 
three  years  for  certain,  and  as  much  ottcfi-r 
as  the  Kiag  pleafes.  Such  will  be  the  ^ 
of  things,  if  the  propofitions  made  flialJ 
effea. 

All  this  uiT  be  proper ;  but  as  an  honeft 
inan,  T  cannot  libly  give  my  vote  for  it, 
"ntil  I  have  coniiuered  it  more  ully.  I  will 
not  deny,  that  our  conftitution  may  have 
faults,  and  that  thofe  faults,  when  found, 
ought  to  be  correaed.  It  is  not  every  thing 
which  appears  at  firft  view  to  be  faulty,  'n 
fuch  a  very  complicated  plan  as  our  confti- 
tution, that  is  to  be  determined  to  be  fo  in 
reality.  To  enable  us  to  correcf  tb  ;  confti- 
tution, the  whole  conftitution  muf^  je  viewed 
together,  and  it  muft  be  compared  with  the 
adual  ftate  of  the  people,  and  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  time.  For  that,  which  taken 
fmgly  and  by  itfelf  may  appear  to  be  wrong, 
when  confidered  with  relation  to  other  thin^' 
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may  be  perfectly  right,  or  at  leaft  fiich  ai 
ought  to  be  patiently  endured,  as  the  means 
of  preventing  fomcthing  that  is  much  worfe* 
So  far  with  regard  to  what,  at  firft  view,  may 
appear   a  dijlemper  in  the  conftitution.     As 
to  the  remedy  of  that   diftemper,   an   equal 
caution  ought  to  be  ufed ;  becaufe  this  latter 
confideration  is  not  lingle  and  feparate,  no 
more  than   the  former.       There  are   many 
thmgs  in  reformation,  which  would  be  proper 
to  be  done. if  other  things  can  be  done  along 
iwith  them,  but  which,  if  they  cannot  be  fo 
accompanied,  ought  not  to  be  ^one  at  all. 
I  therefore 'wilh,  when  any  new  matter  of 
this  deep  nature  is  propofed  to  rc^e,  to  have 
the  whole   fcheme   diftind:ly   in   my  view, 
and  full  time  to  confider  of  it»     Pleafe  God 
I  will  walk  with  caution  whenever  I  am  not 
able  clearly  to  fee  my  way  before  me. 


(C 


I  am  now  growing  old ;  I  have  fronj 
my  very  early  youth  been  converfant  in  read- 
ing and  thinking  upon  the  fubje<fls  of  our 
laws  and  conftitution,  as  well  as  upon  thofe 
of  other  times  and  other  countries.  I  have 
been  for  fifteen  years  a  very  laborious  menv 

ber 
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ber  of  Parliament,  and  in  that  time  have  had 
great  opportunities  of  feeing  with  my  own 
eyesihe  working  of  the  machine  of  our  go- 
vernment;   of   remarking   where    it    went 
fmoothly,  and  did  its  bufmefs,  and  where  it 
checked  in  its  movements ;   or  where  it  da- 
maged its  work.     I  have  alfo  had.  and  ufed 
the  opportunities  of  converfing  with  men  of 
the  greateft  wifdom  and  fulleft   experience 
in  thefe  matters;  and  I  dodeclaretoy<,u.moft 
folemnly,  and  moft  truly,  that  on  the  refult 
Ox  all  th.s  readmg,  thinking,  experience,  and 
commun,cation,  I  am  not  able  to  come  to  an 
imniediate  refolution  in  favour  of  a  change 
•n  the  groui,d-work  of  our  conftitmion ;  and 
in  particular,  that  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
country,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  repre- 
fentation,  i„  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  rights 
and  modes  of  elefting,  inthe  prefent  ftate  of 
the  feveral  prevalent  intereft..  in  the  prefent  ' 
Itate  ot  the  affkirs  and  manners  of  this  coun-  ' 
try.  I  am  not  able  to  vote  that  the  addition 
of  an  hundred  knights  of  the  Aire,  and  the 
•hurrying   of  eledion  on   eleftion,    will   be 
thmgs  advantageous  either  to  liberty  or  to 
good  government. 
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"  This  is  the  prefent  condition  of  my 
mind,  and  this  is  my  apology  for  not  going 
as  faft  as  others  may  choofe  to  go  in  this  bu- 
linefs.  I  do  not  by  any  means  reje£t  the  pro- 
pofitions,  much  lefs  do  I  condemn  the  gen- 
tlemen, who  with  equal  good  intentions,  with 
much  better  abilities,  and  with  infinitely 
greater  perfonal  weight  and  confideration 
than  mine,  are  of  opinion  that  this  matter 
ought  to  be  decided  upon  inftantly. 


"  I  mofl  heartily  wifh  that  the  deliberate 
fenfe  of  the  kingdom  on  this  great  fubjedt 
fhould  be  known.  When  it  is  known  it  muft 
be  prevalent.  It  would  be  dreadful  indeed  if 
there  were  any  power  in  the  nation  capable  of 
refifting  its  unanimous  defire,  or  even  the 
defire  of  any  very  great  and  decided  majority 
of  the  people.  The  people  may  be  deceived 
in  their  choice  of  an  objed,  but  I  can  fcarcely 
conceive  any  choice  they  can  make  to  be  fo 
very  mifchievous,  as  the  exiftence  of  any 
human  force  capable  of  refifting  it.  It  will 
certaixily  be  the  duty  of  every  man  in  the 
fituation  to  which  God  has  called  him,  to 
give  his  beft  opinion  and  advice  upon  the 

matter  i 
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what  he  W.11)  to  ufe  any  violent, rfn^udu, 
fcHt  means  of  counterafting  the  general  wUh, 
-even  of  employing  the  ^Z  w  .„.' 

a^^ft  the  fenfe  which  they  do  .^.//,  en. 

ftou^d  be  pven.  that  the  matter  ftouW  be  pre- 
pared m  «/.„  committees ;  from  a  choice  into 

chided  and  the  fubfequent  county  meeting, 
Jould  be  as>^,  and  as  well  attended  as  poffi. 

We  Wuhout  there  precautions,  thetruefenfe 
of  the  people  will  ever  be  uncertain.  ^Tl 
m,  that  no  precipitate  refolution  on  a  great 


I  .> 
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"  I  truft  it  will  not  be  taken  amifs,  if,  as  an 

inhabitant  and  freehnU^r-  ^f  .i.-        »    >  *^  «*» 

Vol.  ir  ^^'^^'^^^  ^^  this  county,  one 
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indeed  among  the  moft  inconfiderable,  I  af- 

fert  my  right  of  diflenting  (as  I  do  diflent  fully 

and  direftly)  from  any  refohition  whatfoeyer, 

en  the  fubjea  of  an  alteration  in  the  repre- 

fentation  and  eleftion  of  the  kingdom  at  this 

time.     By  preferving  thia  right,  and  exer- 

cifmg  it  with  temper  and  moderation,  I  truft 

I  cannot  offend  the  noble  propofer,  for  whom 

no  man  prpf^fles  or  feels  more  refped:  and 

Regard  thaij^i  ^  do.     A  concurrence  in  every 

{htng  which  cap  he  propofid^  can,  in  no  fort, 

weaken  the. energy,  or  diftrad  the  efforts  of 

pien  of  upright  intentions  upon  thofe  points  in 

which\  they  are  ^agKced.     AflTemblies  that  are 

inet  with  a  refolution  to  be  all  of  a  mind, 

are  afTemblies  that  can  have  no  opinion  at 

all  of  their  own.     The  firfl  propofer  of  any 

meafure   mufl  be  their   matter.     I   Ao   not 

know  that  an  amicable  variety  of  fentiments, 

conduced   with   mutual   refpeft,   and   with 

mutual  gpod  will,  has  any  fort  of  refemblance 

to  difcord;    or  that  it  can  give   any  advan- 

tage  whatever  to  the  enemies  of  our  common 

caufe.  .  0,11  the  contrary,  a  forced  and  lidi- 

(ious  agreement  (which  every  univerfal  agree- 

;iient  mufl  be)  is  not  becoming  the  caufe  of 

freedom. 
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freedom.  If,  however,  any  evil  fhould  arife 
from  it  (which  I  confefs  I  do  not  forefee)  I 
am  happy  that  thofe  who  have  brought  for- 
ward new  and  arduous  matter,  when  very 
great  doubts,  and  foine  diverfity  of  opinion 
niuft  be  foreknown,  are  of  authority  and 
weight  enough  to  ftand  againft  the  confe- 
quences. 

«  I  humby  lay  thefe  my  fentlments  before 
the  county.     They  are  not  taken  up  to  ferve 
any  interefts  of  my  own,  or  to  be  fubfervient 
to  the  mterefts  of  any  man  or  fet  of  men 
under  heaven.     I  could  wiih  to  be  able  to  at- 
tend  our  meeting,  or  that  I  had  time  to  rea- 
fon  this  matter  more  fully  by  letter;    but  I 
am  detained  here  upon  our  bufinefs.     What 
you  have  already  put  upon  us,  is  as  much 
as  men  can  do.     If  we  are  prevented  from 
gomg  through  it  with  any  effea,  I  fear  it  will 
be  in,  part  owing,  not  more  to  the  refiftance 
of  the  enemies  of  our  caufe,  than  to  our  im- 
pofing  on  ourfelves  fuch  tafks  as  no  human 
faculties,  employed  as  we  are,  can  be  equal 
to.     Our  worthy  members  have  Ihewn  dif- 
nnguiflied  ability  and  zeal  in  fupport  of  our 

^  •>  2  petition. 
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petition.  I  am  juft  going  down  to  a  bill 
brought  in  to  fruftratc  a  capital  part  of  your 
de(ire4.  The  minifter  is  preparing  to  transfer 
the  cognizance  of  the  public  accounts  from 
thofe  whom  you  and  the  conftitution  have 
chofe  to  controul  them,  to  unknown  perfons, 
creatures  of  his  own.  For  fo  much  he  anni- 
hilates Parliament. 

"  I  have  the  honour,  &c.  &c. 
Jiprii  12,  1780.  ««  E.  B." 


The  defence  of  Admiral. Keppel  on  his 
trial  is  afcribed  to  Mr.  Burke,  in  which  he 
was  probably  affifted. 

"When  Mr.  Burke  became  Paymafter,  in  the 
year  1 782,  it  has  been  lately  ftated,  that  he  ac- 
cepted that  office  with  a^  view  of  reforming 
it.  But  his  defence  of  Mr.  Powell  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  does  not  corroborate  that 
fad ;  and  as  to  the  reforming  of  the  office, 
as  far  as  that  aflertion  has  allufion  to  a  prior 
Paymafter,  the  reader  will  find  the  au- 
thentic  papers  concerning  it  in  the  Appendix 
iTiarked  S.  ■ 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Burke'sYpeeches  at  Briftol,  not  in  his 
works,  are  alfo  in  the  Appendix  marked  T. 

It  is  not  necefTary  to  give  an  account  of 
Mr.  Burke's  feveral  publications ;  they  will 
probably  be  printed  in  fome  future  edition  of 
his  works;  nor  of  his  opinions  concerning 
the  American  and  French  revolutions ;  which 
are  to  be  found  very  fully  detailed  in  his 
writings,  and  in  his  fpeeches  in  Parliament. 

If  ever  Sir  Henry  Cavendifh  fhould  publifh 
his  account  of  the  debates  in  the  Britifh  Houfe 
of  Commons,  which  he  took  in  fhort  hand 
during  the  time  he  fat  in  it,  which  was  from' 
the  year  1768  to  1774,  Mr.  Burke's  fpeeches 
m  that  important  period  will  appear  with  un- 
doubted  accuracy;    and   will  give  a  more 
intereftmg  pidure  of  thoft  ames  than  any 
that  has  hitherto  been  exhibited. 
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